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September 2014 

 

          Fort Myers Beach, Florida 
 

 
 
Hello once again to the Chapel by the Sea community 
and grace and peace to you!  As I sit at my desk in my 
office at the church, I look at my calendar and see that 
September is almost upon us.  It seems that my time here 
is already passing by so quickly!  At any rate, I have 
been busy these last few weeks, doing the work that God 
has called me to do.  Here are some highlights from the 
month of August. 
 
First, I was honored to be a part of the August 17th wor-
ship service where we celebrated God’s faithfulness in 
the midst of Hurricane Charley, which devastated south-
west Florida ten years ago on August 13th, 2004.  A spe-
cial thank you to our Parish Nurse, Sheila Morales, for 
her powerful words of remembrance.  Also, thank you to 
Janna Holmes for sharing your gift of music with us and 
allowing me to accompany you on guitar. 
 
Second, I also have enjoyed meeting with the people of “Solomon’s Porch” on Tuesday after-
noons.  Our group has been working through Marcus J. Borg’s book, “Speaking Christian:  
Why Christian Words Have Lost Their Meaning and Power—And How They Can Be Re-
stored.”  It is a fascinating and challenging work and the discussion has been quite enriching 
and enlightening.  If you are interested in viewing the Christian faith from a new and fresh 
perspective, I would highly recommend Borg’s book, as well as our previous book, Brian 
McLaren’s, “A New Kind of Christianity.”    
 
At any rate, the “high season” will be upon us soon, and I look forward to meeting the rest of 
you when you get here!  You may reach me by cell phone at (573) 822-8695 or by my church 
email address (steve@chapelbts.org), or by my personal email address 
(skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com).  
 
In short, I continue to be blessed by the people of Chapel and the southwest Florida commu-
nity, and although I’ve said it many times before, I’ll say it again:  I’m glad that God called 
me to Chapel by the Sea! 
 
May you be richly and abundantly blessed! 
 
        
       In Christ’s love, 
       Dr. Steve Adkison 

mailto:steve@chapelbts.org�
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Stewardship Update 
Year-to-Date Budget Receipts 

(as of 8/23/2014) 
$272,561.00 

 
Year-to-Date-Budget Needs 

(as of 7/31/2014) 
$319,347.00 

 
Capital Campaign Update 

As of August 27,2014 
Total Receipts-to-Date 

$138,675.00 
 

Total Expenditures-to-Date 
$129,143.00 

 
Current Balance 

$9,532.00 
 

Additional Anticipated Pledges 
$30,462.00 

Study Group Opportunities  
“Solomon’s Porch Discussion 

Group” Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m.  

Room 4, Silver Hall  

Youth Group 
The youth meet at Chapel every Wednesday, 
5:30 p.m. for activities, food and fellowship and 
more! All are welcome. If you have any questions 
or would like to cook for the youth on a 
Wednesday night please email Katy Reinke at 
kreinke@fgcu.edu 

September Liturgists 
September   7   Laura Miller 

  September 14   Chuck Golden 
  September 21   Neil Callahan    

September 28   Elise Missall 

 

Highlights From The August 22, 
2014 Stated Session Meeting 

Minutes from the Stated Session Meeting of July 22, 
2014 were approved. 

Session approved three motions that the Personnel 
and Policy Advisory Committee (PPAC) brought for 
review and clarification to current Policies and Proce-
dures. 

With sadness, member Milton (Milt) J. Wilcox’s death 
on August 2, 2014 was recorded. 

Welcome Patricia (Pat) Zeigler, who was received 
into membership by Letter of Transfer from First 
Presbyterian Church, East Brady, PA. Pat is now a full-
time resident of Ft. Myers Beach.  

Discipleship and Fellowship has scheduled an “Old 
Fashion Picnic” on September 14, 2014. 

Session will have a retreat on Saturday, September 
20, 2014 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. which will include time 
for their Stated Meeting.   

Ron Buss and Dean Southworth will serve as the two 
(2) Commissioners to the Peace River Presbytery’s 
Stated Meeting on Thursday, September 25, 2014 at 
Trinity Presbytery Church in Venice. Chapel’s congre-
gation is encouraged to attend as Pastor Steve will be 
received into Peace River Presbytery during the after-
noon session. Please watch the Bulletin for details of 
transportation to & from Trinity Presbytery Church 
in Venice. Come support Pastor Steve! 

 

 

. 

mailto:kreinke@fgcu.edu�
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Music 
One of the most satisfying feelings one can experience is praising the Lord through the singing of hymns. If 
you find yourself singing out joyfully during church service, we encourage you to bring your God-given ability 
and join the Chancel Choir. No matter the age or musical background, all are welcome to sing. Praise-singing 
at Sunday Worship Service is such a blessing. In the off-season, from Easter to October, our choir is small 
but devoted. During these summer months, we limit practice to Sunday mornings from 9:15 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. 
and utilize ‘easy-to-learn’ anthems.    
We welcome any and all who love to sing. If you are interested and need more information about the Chan-
cel Choir, feel free to contact the Director of Music, Michael Melnikov at (239) 463-3173 or Music Commit-
tee Chair, Lois Doggett at (239) 463-5583. 

 

Chapel by the Sea Concert Dates 
Save these concert dates... 

 
      November 16, 2014, 2:00 p.m.  Priscila Navarro & Dr. Michael Baron, Pianists 
     January 18, 2015, 2:00 p.m.  Sassy, Barbershop Quartet 
                           February 8, 2015, 2:00 p.m. Dr. Douglas Renfroe, Baritone Vocalist 
               May 17, 2015, 1:00 p.m.    Children’s Piano Recital 
  

We also have the opportunity to add the following concert to our series. 
Alma College Choir (a 50-member choir) on February 23, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
This will require assistance from our congregation in the following ways:  
 
 dinner for the choir before the evening concert 
 overnight housing on Monday night.  
 
 Please prayerfully consider housing a choir member or two, or supplying a cot or mattress to be used in a 
“dorm” room in Silver Hall.  If you are in a position to help in either capacity, please contact Pastor Steve at 
steve@chabelbts.org or Lois Doggett at loisdoggett@live.com.       

Old Fashioned Church Picnic   
Everyone is welcome to enjoy an Old Fashioned Church Picnic here at 
Chapel by the Sea. The picnic will be held in Silver Hall on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14, following the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. The menu will in-
clude fried chicken, potato salad, pasta salad, and baked beans. There will 
be many fun activities to participate in...A watermelon seed spitting con-
test, a pie eating contest, bingo, horseshoes, corn hole tossing and more. 
Feel free to bring a dessert for everyone to enjoy. We look forward to 
seeing you there! After the picnic the Youth Group will go to Sky Zone. 

mailto:steve@chabelbts.org�
mailto:loisdoggett@live.com�
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Operation Christmas Child 
 Start with an empty shoebox 
 Choose age & gender 
 Fill shoebox with gifts ( hygiene items, toys, school supplies, clothes) 
 Pray ( That God will meet the physical and spiritual needs of millions of hurting or impoverished children 

who receive shoebox gifts and pray that God will direct your shoe box to the specific child who will be 
blessed by the unique items that you have placed inside. Ask God to use your gifts to show His love to 
the child who receives your shoebox) 

 Include $7.00 (Donate $7.00 online or 
place your check made out to Samaritan’s 
Purse in a n envelope on top of the gifts in 
your box to cover shipping and other 
costs.) 
 Follow your box around the world 
(online at samaritanspurse.org) 
 Drop off your gift  at Chapel by the 
Sea by November 9, 2014. 

 
The September 9 meeting of SIS will start at 
10:00 a.m.  Elaine Brinkman will give a pro-
gram on "Taking on Children from Vietnam, 
Her Experiences". 

SIS (Sisters In Spirit) meet on the second Tuesday morning 
each month. For more  information call Anita Turner, (239) 
357-9883. 
 All Chapel women and guests are welcome. For the upcoming 
season the following programs have been planned : 
    
October 14, 2014 —   He, She and Me Fair Trade Shop  
November 11, 2014 — Ostego Bay Foundation  
December 9, 2014 — Christmas Potluck Brunch 
January 13, 2015 — ECHO  
February 10, 2015 — Tour of the Coast Guard Station  
March 10, 2015 — Ukrainian Eggs  
April 14, 2015 — Mound House  

Chapel by the Sea volunteers at  the Soup Kitchen 
in Immokalee the second Wednesday and fourth 
Friday of each month. Volunteers are needed. The 
bus leaves Chapel  at 9:30 a.m. and will  also stop to 
pick up people off-island. To volunteer, sign up in 
Silver Hall or on the white Communication Card. 
Any questions, call Bill Turner (239) 357-9883. 

Immokalee Soup Kitchen 

Wanda & Cliff Hart, Joyce Riggleman & Christo-
pher Sflanga, Ronnie, Steve & Arlene Fisher, 

Bob Keene, Miffie Greer. 

God’s Table 
A very special thank you to every one 
who has helped God’s  Table with their 
donations and time! We are still in need 
of men’s shorts, size 30-38; men’s t-
shirts, small, medium, large; men’s un-
derwear, small and medium; and volun-
teers! Please bring any donations to the 
Chapel office or call Arlene Fisher at 
(513) 505-7635 about volunteering. 
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September Birthdays 

 2  Elaine Brinkman 

 3  Arlene Fisher  

 4  Tom Swanbeck  

 5   Chuck Elston 

 7   Joan Edman  

 7   Ron Buss  

 7   Jon Vertrees 

 9   Warren Fulton 

10  Hal Miller 

 

September Anniversaries 

 

Willard & June Dorman            9/04 (over 50 yrs.) 

John & Nancy Remington          9/07 (over 50 yrs.) 

Douglas & Sheena Tomney        9/07 (over 50 yrs.)               

Lois & Jean Knipp                     9/10 (over 50 yrs.) 

Jack & Julie Palmer                    9/11 (over 50 yrs.) 

Don & Sandy Branscom             9/22 (over 50 yrs.) 

Ed & Cindy Collins                    9/25 

10  Sydney Monahan  

12  Jay Zack 

13  Bob Liston 

14  Arlene Oiler  

14  Suzanne Mitchell 

17  Phyllis Koehler 

17  Pauline Syler 

17  Steve Fisher 

17  Pam Adkison 

18  Kelly Charles 

19  Jeff Butzer 

19  Kelsey Collins 

20  Donna Tabbert 

20  Ebba Buckley 

21  Erma Baker 

23  Jackie Vander Spoel 

24 Mary Ann Geib 

25 Preston Brinkman 

26  Grace VandenBerg 

26 Bob McSparin 

27 Bill Turner 

27 Tamara McPheron 

27 Jeanne Butzer 

28 Patty Krulik 

28 Betty Suprosky 

29 Judy FitzSimons 

29 Beth Cherry 

30 Bob Smith 

Chapel Volunteer Appreciation 
Each month we will get to know a little more 

about our volunteers here at Chapel.  
Our volunteers are greatly appreciated!   

Flowers  
Flowers are a beauti-
ful way to honor a 
loved one and to 
honor our God. The 
flower chart is on 
the office bulletin 
board. Please fill out 
a card in the flowers 
box on the desk in 
the office. Price per 
bouquet is $25.00. 

Stephen Adkison, age 
15, was born in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas and is 
the son of the Rev. 
Dr. Steve and Pam 
Adkison.  He serves 
Chapel by the Sea 
every Sunday morning 
as the Sound Team 
Video Tech and 
Sound Engineer. 
Stephen is a sopho-
more at Island Coast 
High School in Cape 
Coral, where he takes 
all Honors Classes.  
Stephen plays alto, 
tenor, and baritone 
sax, diatonic and 
chromatic harmonicas 

and ukulele. He enjoys listening to and playing jazz 
music, reading, computers, science, and philosophy. 

Chapel Outings to 
Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theater 

Dates  
October 28, 2014 

The Buddy Holly Story 
January 13, 2015 

Crazy for You 
February 3, 2015 

West Side Story 
April 14, 2015 

Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers 
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Lose Excess Weight and Improve Your Overall Health 
from HealthyWomen.org's Obesity Health Center 

 
A few extra pounds may not seem like a big deal in the grand scheme of your health, 
but you'd be surprised how much each extra pound can affect your body. Being over-
weight or obese can have serious consequences on your overall well-being. 
Your risks for stroke, sleep apnea, coronary heart disease, gallstones, osteoarthritis, 
type 2 diabetes and cancer increase when you're carrying excess weight. However, 
you don't have to resign yourself to the possibility of these conditions. By shedding a 
few pounds, you can improve your health and feel better about the way you look. 
Here are some tips to get you started: 
 
 Set realistic, specific weight-loss goals. It's great to say that your goal is to 

get more exercise, but you're more likely to do it if you are specific and realistic. Aim to walk for 30 minutes 
each day to start out, then ramp that up to a run or a set number of miles each day once you get more fit. 
 Start with 5 percent. Figure out how much weight you need to lose to be within a healthy weight 
range and aim to lose it in attainable increments. Begin by aiming to lose 5 percent to 10 percent of your 
starting weight, and then go from there. 
 Track your progress. Whether you write down your daily calorie intake, servings of healthy foods or 
the amount of physical activity you get each day, monitoring yourself as you work toward your goal will help 
you stick to it. Changing your habits little by little and rewarding yourself with treats other than food will 

make you more likely to succeed. Rather than 
telling yourself you're going to give up dessert al-
together, make a positive change like switching 
from ice cream to frozen yogurt or from a candy 
bar to an ounce of dark chocolate. 
 Seek support. Consider asking a friend, your 
partner or a family member for support. Weight 
loss groups, either in person or online, may also 
be helpful. Everyone could stand to be healthier 
and more active, and working as a team can have 
positive benefits and help you keep the weight off. 
For more information on the health topics 
mentioned in this article visit 
the HealthyWomen.org areas below. 
Obesity Health Center: www.healthywomen.org/
healthcenter/obesity 
Weight Management: www.healthywomen.org/
condition/weight-management 
Obesity: www.healthywomen.org/
condition/obesity 
© 2014 HealthyWomen.  All rights reserved. Re-
printed with permission from HealthyWomen. 1-877-
986-9472 (toll free). On the Web at: 
www.HealthyWomen.org. 
 
 

Sheila Morales 
Parish Nurse 

Medicare Enrollment Event 
Wednesday, November 5, 2014 

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. in Silver Hall 
Individual counseling on Medicare and Medicare-related 
health and drug plan coverage in conjunction with 
Medicare’s October 15 — December 7 annual election 
period. 
SHINE counselors will be available to provide one-on-
one assistance in reviewing your health and drug cov-
erage. SHINE (Serving Help Insurance Needs of Elders) 
is a service of the Florida Department of Elder Affairs 
and Area Agency on Aging for Southwest Flor-
ida.  SHINE’s volunteer counselors provide free and 
unbiased Medicare information and counseling. 
Those seeking counseling should bring their Medicare 
and other insurance cards and information on all of 
their prescription medications (drug names, dosages, 
frequency of use) to this event. No registration nec-
essary 

http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/stroke�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/sleep-disorders�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/heart-disease�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/osteoarthritis�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/diabetes�
http://www.healthywomen.org/�
http://www.healthywomen.org/healthcenter/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/healthcenter/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/healthcenter/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/healthcenter/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/weight-management�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/weight-management�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/weight-management�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/weight-management�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/condition/obesity�
http://www.healthywomen.org/�
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Ready, Set, Go…….School Bus Laws to Know! 

As the new school year quickly approaches, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office encourages all motorists to take a 
minute and review the rules of the road, especially the laws pertaining to school buses as safe and smart driv-
ing not only protects our children, but keeps you from receiving a very expensive citation.  
Below are graphics that depict what Florida law mandates drivers are required to do when approaching a 
school bus that is stopped with its red lights flashing. 
 
. 

                            

    FROM THE OFFICE OF LEE COUNTY SHERIFF MIKE SCOTT 

Drivers moving 
in either direc-
tion must stop 
for a stopped 
school bus pick-
ing up or drop-
ping off children 
and remain so 
until all children 
are clear of the 
roadway and 
stop arm is with-
drawn. 

Painted lines or pavement markings 
are not considered barriers. Driv-
ers moving in either direction must 
stop for a stopped school bus and 
remain so until all children are 
clear of the roadway and stop arm 
is withdrawn. 

If the highway is divided by a raised 
barrier or an unpaved median at 
least five feet wide, you do not 
have to stop if you are moving in 
the opposite direction of the bus.  

Flu Shots 
Walgreens Pharmacy will be here giving Flu Shots on Sunday, October 19 
following the Worship Service in Silver Hall from 11:00 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

Bring Medicare and Insurance cards 



phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      email: Holly@ChapelBTS.org  
website: www.Chapelbts.org 

Chapel by the Sea United 
Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 2997 
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33932 

Non-profit org. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No. 3116 
Fort Myers, Florida 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison, Pastor/Head 
of Staff   (email: skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com) 
Michael Melnikov, Director of Music/Organist 
Tamara McPheron, Administrator 

Sheila Morales, Parish Nurse 
Holly Tribble, Administrative Assistant 
Chuck Elston, Sexton 
Katy Reinke, Youth Ministry Intern 

The Staff of Chapel by the Sea   

 
The version found written on the wall in Mother Teresa’s home for children in Calcutta: 
 
People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered. Love them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies. Succeed 
anyway. 
If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway. 
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway. 
The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good anyway.  
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give your best anyway. 
In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them anyway. 
 
     -this version is credited to Mother Teresa 
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