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Hello to the Chapel by the Sea Family and grace and peace to you 

all! On Sunday, June 10th, I preached a sermon entitled, "Radical 

Hospitality?" and I closed the sermon with the following illustration 

(author unknown) and was asked to submit it as my article for the 

upcoming Glad Tidings newsletter. I have presented it here with 

some minor modifications. 

 

"We extend a special welcome to those who are single, 

married, divorced, gay, filthy rich, dirt poor, y no habla in-

gles. We extend a special welcome to those who having crying newborns, who 

are skinny as a rail, or who could afford to lose a few pounds. We welcome 

you if you sing like Andrea Bocelli or you can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re 

welcome here if you’re just browsing, just woke up, or just got out of jail. We 

don’t care if you’re more Catholic than the Pope or haven’t been in church 

since little Joey’s baptism. We extend a special welcome to those who are 

over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up way too 

fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, 

latte-sippers, vegetarians, and junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in 

recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, or 

you’re down in the dumps, or you don’t like “organized religion;” (we’ve been 

there too.) If you blew all your offering money at the casino, you’re welcome 

here. We offer a special welcome to those who think the earth is flat, who 

work hard, who don’t work, who can’t spell, or who come because grandma is 

in town and wanted to go to church. We welcome those who are inked, 

pierced, or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer 

right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid, or got lost in traffic 

and wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers, doubters, 

bleeding hearts . . . and yes, we welcome…YOU!" 

 

At Chapel by the Sea,  ALL are truly welcome.  Diversity and inclusivity will not only be 

"tolerated" but will be cherished and celebrated to the glory of God. 

That is radical hospitality, my friends. For as Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you wel-
comed me...” (Matthew 25:35)  
       In Christ's love, 
       Pastor Steve 
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Sisters in Spirit (SIS) is a group of women at 

Chapel by the Sea who meet once a 

month. On Tuesday, August 14, SIS will 

meet at Tuckaway Café for lunch at 11:30 

a.m. Men are welcome for this outing. The following month on 

Tuesday, September 11, SIS will go shopping for items for Opera-

tion Christmas Child. The bus will leave the Chapel at 10:30 a.m. 

and our first stop will be Dollar Tree. After shopping SIS will 

have lunch at the Sunflower Café. For more information call Nan-

cy Combs at (239) 233-8630. 

 

 

 

The SIS Schedule for 2018/2019 

 August 14 — Lunch at Tuckaway Café at 11:30 a.m. 

 September 11 — Shopping for OCC at Dollar Tree  

at 10:30 a.m., Lunch at Sunflower Café at 11:30 a.m. 

 October 9 — GLAD Tour, followed by lunch at 

Ruby Tuesday’s 

 November 13 — He, She and Me, Catered Lunch at 

Chapel  

 December 11 — Christmas Brunch at Chapel by the 

Sea 

 January 8 — Step-Wise-Lee (fall prevention) Mark 

Tesoro at  Tuckaway Café  

 February 12 — Chapel Bells, Lasagna and Salad 

Lunch 

 March 12 — Octagon, Laugh YOGA, Sew N Sews 

 April 9 — Joanne Shamp, The Town of Fort Myers 

Beach, meet for coffee before at Chapel by the Sea 

Sew N Sews 
The Sews N Sews have been continuing their 

wonderful mission activities! Sew N Sews is a 

group that meets at Chapel by the Sea every 

Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Room 

5. They sew, knit or craft to meet the needs of 

low income daycare centers, the homeless, the 

Immokalee farm workers and their families, shut-

ins, nursing home residents and others in need. 

Sew N Sews is open to everyone from Chapel 

members to the community at large. No special 

talent is required. Hope to see you there! 

2017-18 Financial Report 
Chapel by the Sea ended its financial fiscal year 

on June 30th. And what a year it was! 

You, the members and friends of Chapel, have 

closed out the year with a surplus, even though 

expenses exceeded our budget plan. We were 

faced with Hurricane Irma, two large air condi-

tioner replacements, and the challenge of building 

up our Capital Fund for emergencies. Add the 

Operating Fund that underwrites staff, utilities, 

property management, outreach programs like 

GLAD and Immokalee soup kitchen PLUS 

exploding insurance costs and an ambitious kitch-

en renovation.  

Looking ahead, you have increased your pledges 

for 2018-19 by 13.6%. How does this happen? 

There is a feeling of Christian friendship in this 

place and a true spirit of generosity. Our stew-

ardship campaign was not a fund-raiser, but an 

expression of gratitude for all the many gifts that 

God has rained down on us.   

              Thank you!   

 Finance and Stewardship Committee 

SIS enjoyed lunch at Charro Brothers last month on July 10. 

  
 

Sisters In Spirit (SIS)  
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Rediscover Our Beginnings 
While cleaning and reorganizing the Silver Hall Library, 

we came across many photo albums and news clippings 

about Chapel by the Sea and our beginnings. The next 

time you visit Chapel, take a moment to stop by the 

Library and check out the new displays. Grab an album 

off the shelf, take a seat, and reminisce a little. Maybe 

you’ll recognize a family member or an old friend. May-

be you’ll recognize yourself having lunch on the Veran-

da or participating in a picnic game. There are also pho-

tos and writings about the original Chapel community, 

buildings and programs. In addition to our history, we 

have a vast number of biblical reference books, i.e. 

commentaries, study guides, Gospel companions, his-

torical maps and much more. We have a Lending Library stocked with inspirational 

stories, biographies, thrillers and even romance. 

 
Cedarkirk Summer Camp “Thank You” 

A big “thank you “ to everyone who donated to help to send 

kids to  the Cedarkirk Summer Camp this year. These children 

would not have had the opportunity to attend if it wasn't for 

the generosity of Chapel members. The children enjoyed the 

“great outdoors” while getting closer to, and learning more 

about God. They also learned how to be a better person for 

themselves and others. Thank you again for this wonderful op-

portunity and for the memories made!  
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A Letter From Our Parish Nurse 

You may have noticed that we have new signage directing to our 

two AED (Automated External Defibrillator) units on our church 

campus. One unit is in the front of the Sanctuary and the other is 

in the entrance hallway to Silver Hall. I hope that you will familiar-

ize yourself with the location of those units so that you could 

help in case of emergency. We are well prepared with equipment 

in case someone has a cardiac event at Chapel. However, do 

YOU know what to do in case you are called upon to help in that 

type of emergency? A friends and family CPR/AED class, spon-

sored by our local fire department, is scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-

tember 25. This is a free, 90 minute non-certification training 

class. Space is limited. Call the church office to reserve your spot 

at (239) 463-3173 or email chapel@chapelbts.org Let’s all be pre-

pared to know how to save a life.                                   

                                                       Enjoy Summer, Ann 

 

Our Parish Nurse is availa-

ble for health counseling, 

health education and emo-

tional/spiritual support. 

Call the church office and 

Ann will return your call. 

Office hours for the Parish 

Nurse are Tuesday & 

Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m.   

 

Ann Fossum, RN, BSN, FCN 

239) 463-3173 ext.13                                                                   

(239) 463-0256 fax                                                                     

ann@chapelbts.org 
 

August/September Health  

& Safety Message 

Mental Health 
According to the Centers for Disease Control, Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death for 

Adults and the 2nd leading cause of death for ages 10-34.  Unfortunately, between 1999 and 

2016 the rate of suicide increased in nearly every US state and rose in some areas of the 

country by 30% which highlights the importance of suicide awareness and prevention as both 

a national and personal public health imperative.  There is typically not a single reason that may be seen as the “cause” 

of suicide, but rather a combination of factors related to physical, environmental, financial and relationships. According 

to the National Institutes of Mental Health, risk factors and signs/symptoms include such things as: 

Risk Factors 

 A history of a mental health condition 

 A physical health condition including chronic pain 

 Experiencing prolonged stressful situations such as harassment/bullying 

 Experiencing a stressful life event such as divorce, the death of a loved one and loss of financial security 

 A family history of suicide 

 A family history of mental health conditions or substance abuse 

 Previous suicide attempts 

 Childhood abuse and/or trauma 

 Access to lethal means including firearms in the home 

 Being exposed to others’ suicidal behavior including family members, friends and celebrities  

Signs and Symptoms: 

 Talking about wanting to die or kill themselves 

 Making plans or researching ways of killing themselves 

 Feelings of hopelessness and helplessness, guilt or shame, unbearable pain (physically or emotionally), and feeling 

like a burden  

 Increased use of alcohol or other drugs 

 Withdrawing or isolating from support systems 

Saying goodbye to friends and family, putting affairs in order and/or giving away important possessions 

If you or someone you know is experiencing, expressing or displaying any of these warning signs, or other behaviors 

that are concerning or out of character, please reach out to someone immediately.  Be there as a support for them, 

keep someone safe by removing access to lethal means, listen carefully to what they are thinking and feeling, and don’t 

be afraid to ask directly if they are thinking of wanting to kill themselves as studies have shown that this does not in-

crease the risk of suicide.  There are many resources available for someone in need that includes: 
Continued on next page…. 

mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org
mailto:ann@chapelbts.org
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Continued from previous page…. 

 The phone number of a trusted 

family member or friend 

 The National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-TALK (8255) or 

for the deaf and hard of hearing via 

TTY at 1-800-799-4889 -  available 

24 hours a day, seven days a week 

 The Crisis Text Line:  741741 

 The non-emergency number of 

your local law enforcement 

Call 911 for those in immediate risk 

of harm to self or others and re-

quest a CIT (Crisis Intervention 

Team) Officer as they have had addi-

tional training in working with those 

in crisis.  

If you are looking to learn more 

about Suicide Prevention and 

Awareness or other Mental Health 

Conditions, please visit the following 

internet resources: 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline:  https://

suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ 

 

 

 

On-Going Activities at Chapel by the Sea 
 

Children’s Church/Nursery — Sunday mornings at the 10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service. 
 

Solomon’s Porch Theological Reading Group, Adult Study and 

Discussion — The group will begin a new book on Tuesday, August 

7th at 3:00 p.m. in the Session Room of Silver Hall. The book is enti-

tled, “Heretic!” by Matthew J. Distefano. Thereafter, the group will meet 

every Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. The cost of the book is $20.00 (Paperback) 

or $8.69 (Kindle Edition). For more information, please contact Pastor 

Steve at (573) 822-8695 or skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com. 
 

YOGA — Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., Session Room of 

Silver Hall.  
 

Sew N Sews — Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Room 5. 
 

Soup Kitchen —  Chapel volunteers in Immokalee on Friday August 24 

and Friday September 28.  
 

Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group —  2nd Friday 

of each month, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. in the Session Room. Contact Parish 

Nurse,  Ann Fossum (239) 463-3173 ext. 13. 
 

Healing Service — The Healing Service is held the 3rd Sunday of the 

month after the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

 

Broadway Palm 

On Wednesday, September 19 Chapel 

by the Sea will attend the Broadway 

Palm and see “Let's Go To The Mov-

ies”. This show is a special price of $54. 

00 per ticket which includes the show, 

meal, gratuity and taxes. If you would 

like to ride the Church bus to Broad-

way Palm please be at Chapel 4:30 pm. 

The deadline to order tickets is Sep-

tember 2. Call Anita Turner with any 

questions at (239) 357-9883. 

 

Shows for the upcoming season…. 

September — Let’s Go To the Movies 

November — 42nd Street 

December — Elf  

January — Saturday Night Fever  

February — Guys and Dolls  

April — Second Chances 
 

The cost is still $65.00 per person for 

show, meal, gratuity and taxes.  

 

Loggerhead Sea Turtle Release 

On June 12 at Lynn 

Park on Fort Myers 

Beach, the Clinic for 

the Rehabilitation of 

Wildlife (Crow), re-

leased this Loggerhead 

Sea Turtle back into 

the Ocean. CROW is 

one of the nation’s 

leading wildlife rehabili-

tation hospitals for 

Florida's native and 

migratory wildlife. 

Photo taken by Bob 

Shaw. 
 

National  

Seashell Day 
Chapel Members gath-

ered at Outrigger 

Beach Resort on June 

21 to celebrate Na-

tional Seashell Day!  

https://pm.leehealth.org/PoliteMail/default.aspx?page=1K7uljf5T0CVXcb-1M5czQ&ref_id=np9X5oApkUiwB429Pqll3w
https://pm.leehealth.org/PoliteMail/default.aspx?page=1K7uljf5T0CVXcb-1M5czQ&ref_id=np9X5oApkUiwB429Pqll3w
mailto:skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com
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Chapel by the Sea in the 

Fourth of July Parade and 

Parking on Fort Myers Beach! 
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  August Birthdays 

2   Emory Brown 

4   Jean Epperson  

   6   Jack Palmer 

   7   Dudley Moore  

   8   Sue Sebby 

  12  Huggy Ellyatt 

 14  Ed Osborne  

  17  Ron Willow 

  20  Rex LeCocq 

  21  Char Hamilton 

  22  Marylu Marshall  

  23  Eddie Collins 

  25  Karen Rhude  

  25  Ginny Slavens 

  27  Dottie Callahan 

  27   Jack Garner 

  30  Beverly Brown 

In Memorium 
Please pray for the families who  

lost a loved one recently:  

 Sheena Tomney who passed away on 

May 18. 

 Norman Silvernail who passed away on 

June 12. 

 Elaine Keltner who passed away on 

June 14. 

 Earl Ross who passed away on June 22. 

 Shirley Boersma who passed away 

on July 5. 

Miffie Greer celebrated her birthday at  

Chapel by the Sea on June 10.  

August  Anniversaries 
 

   6    Jack & Marge Burrell 

   7    Ron & Joan Edman 

  12   Bob & Kathro Taylor 

  15   Louis & Lynda Monaco 

  19   John & Ginny Slavens 

  20   Rudy & Peg Stanzel 

  24   Kim & Marianne Worden 

  25   Dick & Priscilla Wonkka 

  26   Doug & June Bidgood 

  27   John & Nancy Henneberger 
 

September Birthdays 

   2   Elaine Brinkman 

   3   Arlene Fisher 

   4   Tom Swanbeck 

   7   Ron Buss 

   7   Joan Edman   

  10  Hal Miller 

  15  Blanche Eilert-Brown 

  17  Steve Fisher 

  17  Phyllis Koehler 

  17  Pauline Syler 

  18  Kelly Charles 

  19  Kelsey Collins 

  20  Donna Tabbert 

  24  Mary Ann Geib 

  25  Preston Brinkman 

  26  Grace VandenBerg 

  27  Bill Turner 

  28  Patty Krulik 

  29  Doug Bidgood 

  29  Beth Ann Cherry 

  29  FaithAnn McNear  

September  Anniversaries 

    7   John & Nancy Remington 

   10  Louis & Jean Knipp 

   11  Jack & Julie Palmer 

   15  Tom & Kathy McFalls 

   22  Don & Sandy Branscom 

   25  Ed & Cindy Collins 

 

August Liturgists  
 

  August 5    Laura Miller 

 August 12  Beth Cherry 

 August 19  Katelyn Cherry  

 August 26  Marylu Marshall 

 

September Liturgists 
  

 September 2   Laura Miller 

 September 9   Miffie Greer 

 September 16 Katelyn Cherry  

 September 23 Beth Cherry  

 September 30  Jennifer Pinkard 

Home Communion 
     For those in our Chapel Family who 

are unable to join us for Worship Ser-

vices and wish to receive Communion at 

home, hospital or health facility, contact 

the Chapel Office at (239) 463-3173 or 

chapel@chapelbts.org. Pastor Steve Ad-

kison, Parish Nurse Ann Fossum, RN and 

our Board of Deacons will coordinate a 

time to visit with you. If you have a spe-

cial birthday, anniversary or other life-

cycle event that you would like to recog-

nize by receiving Communion with family 

and friends, contact the office. 
 

mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org
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Operation Christmas Child! 
It’s Shoebox Time! 

Share the message of God’s Love by prayerfully packing a shoebox. You 

have the opportunity to help a shoebox recipient in need around the 

world begin the Journey of Faith. Summer clearances are at their peak.  

Flip flops, tee shirts, sunglasses, hats. All can be purchased at bargain pric-

es. Promotions for school supplies are everywhere. Notebooks, pencils, 

erasers, sharpeners, crayons, and colored pencils are important because 

school age children need them in order to attend classes. 

Chapel will collect boxes from August 12 to November 11. If you will not be in Florida during this time,  you are en-

courage to take part in Operation Christmas Child by taking a gift-filled shoebox to a participating church or organiza-

tion in your community. 


