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  “Oh, That You Would Bless Me…” 
I Chronicles 4:9-10 

 

I Chronicles 4:10 says, “Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, 

‘Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let 

your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I 

will be free from pain.’ And God granted his request.” 
 

“Oh, that you would bless me…” is the first part of Jabez’s 

prayer.  Many times, we think that it is selfish to ask God to bless us personally, but in reality, it’s 

not.  Let’s explore this more closely with a “Question” and “Answer” format. 
 

Q: What is a “blessing”? 

A: We use the words “bless” or “blessing” regularly and maybe without much thought.  We 

ask God to bless our families, friends, and so forth.  We ask God to “bless” our food before we eat.  

When someone sneezes, we might say, “bless you”!   But what does blessing really mean?  To bless 

in the Biblical sense means “to ask for or to impart supernatural favor.”  We are asking for God’s 

favor when we ask for God’s blessings. 
 

Q: Is it okay to ask God for His blessings? 

A: Yes!  But we must make sure we ask with the right motives and attitude.  James 4:3 says, 

“When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what 

you get on your pleasures.”  Make sure that whatever you ask for will enhance your relationship with 

God. 
 

Q: What are we to do with God’s blessings when we receive them? 

A: Enjoy them for they are God’s gifts to you, but also, share them with others.  We are to 

freely share God’s blessings, particularly in the form of our time, talents, and treasures, with others, 

including friends, family, and fellow church members, but also complete strangers and even enemies. 
 

In his book, The Prayer of Jabez, Dr. Bruce Wilkinson relates the fable about a Mr. Jones who 

dies and goes to heaven. Peter is at the gates waiting for him to give him a tour.  Mr. Jones sees the 

splendor of the golden streets, beautiful mansions, and angel choirs.  And as the tour continues, he 

notices an odd-looking building, curiously out of place in the beauty. It is an enormous warehouse, 

with no windows and only one door.  Mr. Jones tells Peter he wants to look inside, but Peter hesi-

tates, saying, “You really don’t want to see what’s in there.”  

The tour goes along, but Mr. Jones’ mind keeps wandering back to that warehouse.  He 

keeps bugging Peter, and so Peter takes him back to the warehouse.  Upon entering the building, Mr. 

Jones notices that the building is filled with row after row of shelves, floor to ceiling, each neatly 

stacked with white boxes tied in red ribbons.  He also notices that each box has a name on it, so he 

turns to Peter and asks, “Do I have one?”  Peter replies, “Yes, you do, but…”  But Mr. Jones is al-

ready dashing toward the “J” aisle to find his box.  Peter follows, shaking his head. He catches up 

with Mr. Jones just as he’s slipping the red ribbon off his box and popping the lid.  Looking inside, 

Jones has a moment of instant recognition, and then he lets out a deep sigh like the ones Peter has 

heard so many times before.   

Because there in Mr. Jones’ white box were all the blessings that God wanted to give 

to him while he was on earth…but Mr. Jones had never asked for!    

 Dear friends, don’t let this happen to you!  Clean out your “white box”!  Jesus says in Mat-

thew 7 to ask and it will be given to you. James says we do not have because we do not ask.  Is it 

right to ask God for His blessing or supernatural favor? Yes, but ask with the right attitude and with 

the intention of not only enjoying God’s blessings but sharing them with others! 

        

       In Christ’s love, 

       Dr. Steve Adkison 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Gifts 

Six things that light up the world of a  

child in poverty…. 
 

   something to love 

   something to wear 

   something for personal  hygiene 

   something for school 

   something special 

   something to play with 

 

Please pray for the child who will receive your gifts.   

 

 

The Mission Outreach Committee…. Mission/Outreach Committee will resume meeting on  

Tuesday, October 6, 2015.  

Study Group Opportunity…. “Solomon’s Porch Theology Study Group”  

Starts on Tuesday, September 1 at 3:00 p.m. in Room 4, Silver Hall.  Our book for discussion is 

 “A Farewell to Mars: An Evangelical Pastor’s Journey Toward the Biblical Gospel of Peace”. 

 

Summer Survivor Luncheon….Everyone is welcome to attend the Summer Survivor Lunch-

eon, featuring Arlene’s Taco Bar!  Join us after the Worship Service on Sunday, September 20 at 11:30 a.m. 

Hope to see you there! More information about the luncheon to come soon. 

 Chapel by the Sea Concert Dates 

Save these concert dates…. 
 

December 10, 2015 – 7:00 p.m. 

 ‘Home for the Holidays’, a Christmas Concert, featuring the Voices of Naples  
 

January 14, 2016 – 7:00  p.m. 

       A Piano Concert featuring students from Florida Gulf Coast University  
 

February  11, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. 

‘Joybell’, a Handbell Ministry, featuring handbell soloist, Kristine Stout.  

  

  March 3, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. 

 Doug Renfroe & Friends, baritone 
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September Liturgists  

10:00 a.m. 
              

 

        September 6     Dean Southworth  
 

        September 13   Bill Saunders 

       

        September 20   Laura Miller 

         

        September 27   Miffie Greer  
              

Protecting Chapel’s Assets 

Perimeter Walkway & Structural Concrete Beam Repair 
In Pastor Steve’s article this month, God answered Jabez’s prayer and blessed him. Like Jabez, God has 
blessed us all, as well, but God blesses us so that we can BE a blessing to others. You have a chance to bless 

your church. The hourglass displays receipts of $40,000 during the month of August to total $63,000 toward 

our goal of $150,000. Work is to begin in September and hopefully completed by mid-October. At that time-

-the invoice will be due immediately. The less than half-full hourglass reminds us, we desperately need a large 

influx of contributions in the next 6 weeks! 

Many thanks to those who have already contrib-

uted! If you haven't participated yet, your help is 

needed, so please prayerfully consider what you 

and your family will contribute to the preserva-

tion of Chapel and our mission to serve the 

community of Fort Myers Beach. Thank you for 

your consideration and may God richly bless 

you, so that you can be a blessings to others! 

Financial Update 
 

Year-to-Date Receipts (thru 8/25/15)  
    

 Actual Receipts to Date      $315,491.00 

 Budgeted Needs to Date     $294,815.00 

 

Silver Hall Roof Campaign 
 

 Add’l Committed Pledges    $   8,172.00 

     

2015 Stewardship Status 
 

 Pledges to Date                   $328,384.00 

 Annual Budget Needs          $447,700.00 
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Broadway Palm Outing 
Next season's shows and the dates that Chapel will be attend-

ing at Broadway Palm:  

 Million Dollar Quartet-Tuesday, November 17, 2015. 

 A Wonderful Life-Wednesday, December 16, 2015. 

 Showboat-Tuesday, January 19, 2016. 

 Sister Act-Tuesday, March 1, 2016. 

The bus will leave Chapel at 4:45 p.m. to arrive for the 5:30 p.m. buffet. The cost is $55.00 per person 

which includes meal, show, tax and gratuity. There are a limited number of tickets available. Call Anita 

Turner for reservations (239) 357-9883.  

SIS (Sisters in Spirit)  is a group of women 

here at Chapel who meet once a month for 

fellowship and fun. All women are welcome! 

 

The  

Sew and Sews 
The Sew and Sews meet 

every Thursday morning 

at 10:00 a.m. in Room 5. 

Bring your lunch and 

ideas even if you can't 

sew. All are welcome. 

Call Nancy Bell (845) 

863-5222 with questions 

or the church office 

(239) 463-3173. 

SIS Programs for Next Season 
 

 October 13, 2015  

He, She and Me Fair Trade Shop  

 

 November 10, 2015  

(Election Day)  

Kiwanis Thrift Store 

 

 December 8, 2015   

Burroughs House Tour and  

Luncheon 

 

 January 12, 2016  

Fort Myers Beach Historic Cottage 

 

 February 9, 2016  

    Chapel by the Sea Open House  

and Talent Fair 

 

 March 8, 2016  

   Mound House Tour 

 

 April 12, 2016  

TBA 

 

Flowers 
Flowers are a beautiful 

way to honor a loved 

one and God. Please 

sign up in the church 

office by filling out a 

card in the brown box 

on the desk and on the 

board as you walk in.  

 



Let’s Get to Know Our Chapel   

Volunteers a Little Better! 

Claire donates her time at Chapel by the Sea in 

many different ways. She helps with the mainte-

nance of the grounds and the building at 

Chapel. Picking up the fallen palm branches and 

working on the flower boxes are just some of 

the ways she helps. She is known as “the bread 

lady”, because she takes the bread (that is do-

nated by Publix) from Beach Baptist and Chapel 

to Bonita Bills.   

Enjoying the beach, swimming, and snow skiing 

are some of the extra curricular activities that 

Claire enjoys. We appreciate the many differ-

ent ways that Claire volunteers her time at 

Chapel! 
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September Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Anniversaries 
 

 

                     

        John & Nancy Remington                     9/07 

        Louis & Jean Knipp                              9/10 

        Jack & Julie Palmer                               9/11 

        Don & Sandy Branscom                       9/22 

        Cindy & Ed Collins                              9/25 
 

 

      

 2  Elaine Brinkman 

 3  Arlene Fisher 

 4  Tom Swanbeck 

 5  Chuck Elston 

 7  Ron Buss 

 7  Joan Edman  

 7  Carol Fulton  

 7  Jon Vertrees 

 9  Warren Fulton Jr. 

10  Hal Miller 

10  Sydney Monahan  

13  Bob Liston 

14  Suzanne Mitchell 

14  Arlene Oiler 

15  Blanche Eilert-Brown  

17  Pamela G. Adkison  

17  Steve Fisher 

17  Phyllis Koehler   

17  Pauline Syler 

18 Kelly Charles  

19  Jeff Butzer 

 

19  Kelsey Collins 

20  Ebba Buckley 

20  Donna Tabbert   

23  Jim Sebby 

23  Jackie Vander Spoel 

24  Mary Ann Geib  

25  Preston Brinkman 

26  Bob McSparin 

26 Grace VandenBerg 

27 Austin Brown 

27 Jeanne Butzer 

27  Tamara McPheron 

27  Bill Turner 

28 Patty Krulik 

29 Doug Bidgood 

29 Beth Ann Cherry 

29  Judy FitzSimons 

29  Faith Ann McNear 

 

Immokalee Soup Kitchen 
Chapel by the Sea helps at the Soup Kitchen in 

Immokalee on the fourth Friday of each month. 

Please join us for this important mission activity.  
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10 Tips for Dining Out With Food Allergies 

from HealthyWomen.org's Allergies & Asthma Health Center, by Marcia Mangum Cronin 

 

Most of us enjoy going out to eat, but for people with food allergies and intolerances, it 

can be a stressful, scary and even dangerous time. A hidden ingredient—or even expo-

sure to an ingredient on a preparation surface—can set off a severe reaction for some 

people.  

 

Some restaurants are very accommodating of people with food allergies. They pro-

vide  extensive staff training and have rules in place. Many restaurants, however, are 

unable—or unwilling—to prepare allergy-friendly meals. 

 

That can be dangerous for people with food allergies or food intolerances. While true food allergies are rela-

tively rare, food intolerances are more common.  And both can be uncomfortable. 

 

A food intolerance, or a food sensitivity, occurs  when you have difficulty digesting a food. It can lead to gas, 

abdominal pain or diarrhea, according to the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology. 

 

A food allergy involves an immune system reaction.  Common symptoms include runny nose, sneezing, 

wheezing, headache, hives or rashes, red itchy eyes and maybe even stomach cramps, vomiting or diarrhea. 

Common allergy triggers include peanuts, tree nuts and shellfish. 

 

In some cases, a food allergy can be much worse. Even a microscopic amount of food can cause a serious or 

life-threatening reaction called anaphylaxis or anaphylactic shock—a sudden and sometimes deadly drop in 

blood pressure. Anaphylactic shock can potentially stop the heart or lead to complete closure of air passages, 

causing death by suffocation. 

 

So how can you avoid an allergy attack when dining out? 

Here are some tips from HealthyWomen and Paul Antico, founder and CEO of AllergyEats, the leading guide 

to allergy-friendly restaurants nationwide. He is also the father of three food-allergic children and a passion-

ate food allergy advocate. 

Do your homework. Use online resources like AllergyEats, a free website and app, to determine which 

restaurants to visit and which to avoid. AllergyEats bases its restaurant ratings on feedback from people with 

food allergies and rates solely on how well the restaurants accommodate food allergies. Also check the res-

taurant's website and menu and call to ask if they can accommodate your needs.  

Tell the staff about your food allergies. Clearly communicate about your food allergies with the server, 

manager and/or chef. Make sure they can confidently and intelligently answer your questions and reassure 

you that they're well-equipped to handle your food allergies. 

Ask specific questions. Ask about ingredients of various dishes and how they're prepared. Questions 

could include: Which menu items are not safe, given my food allergies? How are diners' allergies communi-

cated to the kitchen staff? How do you prevent cross-contamination? Is separate equipment used to prepare 

food-allergic guests' orders? Ask open-ended questions. For example, "What kind of oil do you use to cook 

the French fries?" rather than, "Are the French fries cooked in peanut oil?" 

Don't hesitate to leave. If you don't feel comfortable with the answers you get from the staff, leave and 

find another restaurant. 
Double-check your food. When you receive your meal, politely ask the server if they're sure this is your 

special allergy-friendly meal. Look carefully to see if any of your allergens are present (for example, grated 

cheese, pesto, nuts). Some restaurants follow all the "rules" to accommodate food allergies, and then make a 

mistake, like grating cheese on a dairy-allergic diner’s salad. 

Sheila Morales 

Parish Nurse 

http://www.healthywomen.org/healthcenter/allergies-and-asthma
http://www.allergyeats.com/
http://www.allergyeats.com/
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Keep it simple. Stick to simple, whole foods, such as vegetables and meats that haven't been processed, 

coated or mixed. Unless you know what's in them, avoid sauces, dips, marinated items, casseroles and des-

serts. 

Dine at off-peak hours. When restaurant staff is less busy, they'll be better able to take the proper pre-

cautions with your order. 

Don't get emotional. It can be stressful when a restaurant's staff doesn't "get it," especially if you (or your 

child) has severe, life-threatening food allergies. Be polite but firm, making sure the staff take your needs seri-

ously. When ordering for a child with allergies, stay calm and composed so you don't frighten your child 

about the process. Having a plan can make you feel more in control, less anxious and less emotional. 

Be prepared to treat an exposure. Even the most careful restaurants can make mistakes. If you or your 

child has severe allergies that could cause a life-threatening reaction, always carry an epinephrine auto-

injector, Benadryl or your other allergy medications. A epinephrine syringe must be obtained by 

prescription from a health care professional, and the shelf life is about 18 months. 

 

For more information on the health topics mentioned in this article visit the HealthyWomen.org  

Allergies & Asthma: www.healthywomen.org/healthcenter/allergies-and-asthma 
 

 

 

     FFRAUDRAUD   AALERTLERT   

           FROM THE OFFICE OF LEE COUNTY SHERIFF MIKE SCOTT 
Fraudulent Tax Man Receives Big Return 

 

Within 24 hours, a Lee County woman found herself out of $19,500 after being duped by con-artists in the 

on-going IRS scam that continues to plague Southwest Florida, as well as the nation. The woman contacted 

the Sheriff’s Office fraud line this morning to report the devastating financial loss; that will most likely end 

with little to no chance for monetary recovery.   

 

On Monday morning, the victim received a voice message on her home phone from someone claiming to be 

with the Internal Revenue Service. When she returned the message, the scammer told her she owed $5,450 

in back taxes from 2010-2014, and if she didn’t pay in twenty minutes, she would be arrested. She was in-

structed to go to a local grocery store and purchase multiple reloadable prepaid cards, which she did.  

 

After complying with the scammer, the victim received a second phone call stating she had issues with her 

2008-2010 tax returns, and would need to pay another $14,500 via wire transfer to avoid arrest. This time, 

the victim had to use her retirement savings in order to pay the heartless fraudster. In addition, she was 

asked to take a picture of her driver’s license and email it to taxpaymentinfo@gmail.com.  

 

According to Federal authorities, the IRS impersonation scam has swindled victims out of more than $15 mil-

lion since it began in 2013. The Lee County Sheriff's Office strongly encourages you NOT to respond to any 

call demanding immediate payment of back taxes, but instead urges you to call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040 so 

legitimate IRS employee can help determine whether or not you have tax issues.  
 

If you have received an IRS imposter phone call and would like to report it to law enforcement; or if you 

have sent money to a scammer, please contact the Lee County Sheriff's Office Fraud Line at (239)258-3292.  

You can also report the incident to TIGTA (Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration) at 800-366-

4484, or file an online complaint with the Federal Trade Commission at www.ftc.gov.  
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http://www.healthywomen.org/healthcenter/allergies-and-asthma
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