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 In Christ’s love, 

 Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison 

  Pastor/Head of Staff 

 Chapel by the Sea  

  Presbyterian Church 

     

       
 

 

 

 

Dear friends of Chapel by the Sea, grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ!  For the month of March, I was originally going to write a clever 

letter about Chapel’s Stewardship Campaign, hoping that it might persuade or influence you 

to give more joyfully, graciously, and freely of your time, talents, and treasures.  While I’m 

not going to write that letter here, I do hope that you will prayerfully, faithfully, and gener-

ously give back to Chapel, knowing that indeed, “it is more blessed to give, than to receive.”   

Instead, I’m going to write this letter:  As my leave of absence from Chapel by the 

Sea comes to an end, let me say “thank you” to those who sent cards, who shared words of 

encouragement, and who prayed for me and my family. I know my absence has many of you 

quite concerned, and I appreciate your concern, but please don’t worry—I am doing much 

better.  In addition to this, I want to say a special thank you to Rev. Spencer Lawrence for 

his leadership of Chapel while I was gone.  And, last but not least, thanks to all of YOU for 

your patience, for your diligence, and for making sure the day-to-day operation of ministry 

continued at Chapel. 

Moving on, I’m reminded of Charles Dickens, who wrote in A Tale of Two Cities: “It 
was the best of times.  It was the worst of times.”  These words particularly de-

scribed my life this last month, and without a doubt, this time has been one of the most diffi-

cult, and yet in some ways, the most rewarding times I have ever experienced.   

With that in mind, I have some “good news”, and I have some “bad news.”  First, the 

“good news”:  After being released from the hospital, I have continued to receive excellent 

care for my depression and anxiety.  I have made a number of healthy changes to my life-

style, including but not limited to changes in diet, regular exercise, medication therapy, and 

ongoing counseling. Furthermore, I have set both short-term and long-term goals that will 

certainly benefit me, my family, and our church.  Second, the “bad news”:  This is hard and 

extremely humbling to write, but after 26 years of marriage, I am saddened to say that my 

wife and I are divorcing.  While this is a very personal issue, I feel that you need to know.  

As difficult as it is, we are steadily working through this time of transition with as much 

grace as possible.   

You might be asking, “What can I do to support you?”  First, I ask that you not treat 

me or any member of my family that you may encounter any differently.  Second, I respect-

fully ask that you honor me, my wife, and my children by respecting our privacy, and to not 

ask about any details, and furthermore, to not feed the “rumor mill.”  Finally, and most im-

portantly, we ask that you please pray for us during this difficult time. Your prayers are going 

to help us more than anything! 

In closing, I actually have a bit more “good news” and that is, I will be back in the 

church office on Monday, February 29th at 9 a.m. and back in the pulpit on Sunday, March 

6th.  I look forward to seeing you, serving with you, and continuing our journey of faith to-

gether.  Despite life’s difficulties through all of the seasons of our lives, I see great things in 

store for Chapel by the Sea, and I want you all to know that I am fully committed to you and 

love you dearly! 

 

     In Christ’s love, 

     The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison 

     Pastor/Head of Staff at Chapel by the Sea 
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Holy Week Services 

   Palm Sunday Service               March 20,  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  
     

    Maundy Thursday Service      March 24, 11:00 a.m. 
    

    Good Friday Service              March 25, 12:00 p.m.  

             at St. Peter Lutheran     
                         

    Easter Sunrise Service            March 27, 6:30 a.m.  

             at Lynn Hall Park (Pier)                 
          

     Chapel’s Easter Services        March 27,  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

Chapel’s First Annual  

Easter Hat Parade!   
 

Chapel’s First Annual Easter Hat Parade!  Please 

join us in the fun celebration Easter Sunday in 

Silver Hall after the 10:00 a.m. service. All are 

Welcome to join in! 

 

Easter Party 
 

Chapel will host the annual 

children's Easter Party on Sat-

urday morning, March 26th. 

Volunteers are needed for 

party setup, registration, face 

painting, dying eggs, hiding 

eggs, crafts, games and 

cleanup. Plastic eggs will be 

available to fill for the egg 

hunt. PLEASE, NO CHOCOLATE ".......it MELTS! 

 

Easter Brunch 
 

Easter Brunch will be served on Sunday, March 27th  at 9:00 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. Donations of fruit, juice and breakfast casseroles are 

needed. Recipes, casserole pans and lids will be available Sunday, 

March 14th  and 21st.  Sign up in Silver Hall or the Narthex. Call 

Arlene Fisher  for more information at (513) 505-7635. This annual 

celebration is always lots of fun as well as a great opportunity to en-

joy Easter with our Chapel family. 

Spiritual Commitment 

I will support the church 

 by attending faithfully 

 by living a Christ-like life 

 by giving regularly 

 

I will share the responsibility of my 

church 

 by praying for its growth 

 by inviting the community to at-

tend 

 by warmly welcoming those who 

visit 

 

I will protect the unity of my church 

 by acting in love toward other  

     members and all people 

 by refusing to gossip 

 by following the leaders 

 

I will serve the church 

 by discovering my gifts and talents 

and using them 

 by developing a servant’s heart 

 by studying the Bible daily 
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Directory Pictures  

Directory pictures will be taken on March 4th & 5th and March 16th & 17th. Save the 

date. Sign up in the Narthex or Silver Hall. 

Photo Directory Help Needed   

We will be creating a new membership directory during the month of March. We need 

help with the organization of the project!  If you can give a few hours to assist, please 

contact Miffie Greer, (239) 339-7684 or miffieg@gmail.com.  

If you have pictures that were taken throughout the year that we could use please con-

tact either Nancy Bell at (845) 863-5222 or Rexann Hosafros at (239) 463-7227. 

 

SIS (Sisters In Spirit)  
SIS will next meet on Tuesday, March 8th  for a tour of the newly re-furbished Mound House. The bus will leave 

Chapel at 10:00 a.m. or meet at the House.  Admission is $5.00 and lunch afterwards will be at Mom's (across from 

Chapel). Call Nancy Combs (239) 233-8630 or sign up on the communication card. All women are welcome! 

Sew and Sews  
 

We meet every Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. in Room 5. Call Nancy Bell at (845) 863-5222 with questions. 

Calling All Knitters & Crocheters!  Sew and Sews have been asked to create Prayer Shawls for our new Parish 

Nurse Ann Fossum to share with our shut ins. Prayer Shawls are a great comfort to those who are not able to attend 

church for various reasons. All Knitters or Crocheters are wel-

come to join us in this ministry. We'd love to have you join us on 

Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. or you can make them at 

home and bring them to church if you wish. Prayers Shawls are a 

great project for learning or beginning knitters and crocheters. If 

you would like to learn 

to knit or crochet please 

let us know. Patterns and 

yarn are available and we 

greatly welcome dona-

tions of yarn in any color 

for this very caring minis-

try. See Nancy Bell or call 

her (845) 863-5222 or 

call the church office.   

Shrimp Parade 
The Shrimp Parade will be on Saturday, March 12th! WE NEED VOL-

UNTEERS to assist with decorating and riding on the Chapel bus, 

parking cars in the vacant lot and Chapel parking lot, renting chairs 

to watch the parade, and a bake sale to fund Cedarkirk trip for our 

kids. Please come and join us for a fun filled morning! 

Souper Sunday 
On Sunday March 6th, the Discipleship & Fellowship will sponsor ‘Souper Sunday’. We 

will be serving homemade vegetable soup and grilled cheese sandwiches in Silver Hall 

starting at 11:30 a.m. All donations go to our ‘Kitchen Fund’. Thank you! 

Study Groups  

and Classes 
 
 

Solomon’s Porch  
 

Solomon’s Porch is a theo-

logical book study group that 

meets at Chapel in Room 4 

of Silver Hall at 3:00 p.m.  

 

Sunday School Class  
 

Laura Miller’s Sunday School 

class is held every Sunday 

morning at  9:00 a.m. in the 

Library. All are welcome. 

We promise some lively dis-

cussions and, we hope, some 

new insights into the events 

and the people who gave 

rise to Christianity. For 

more information call Laura 

Miller at (239) 292-5102 or 

email her at mil-

lerelh@gmail.com. 

mailto:miffieg@gmail.com
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Immokalee Soup Kitchen  
Chapel will not go to the Immokalee Soup Kitchen this month, because it falls on Good Friday. The next trip to the 

Soup Kitchen will be on April 22nd . Call Bill Turner at (859) 312-6988 for more information. 

Chapel Habitat Builders  
The “habitat builders” are continuing our winter volunteer season. We have com-

pleted work on the exterior for 5 homes so far this season. Our team assists with 

any number of different tasks as Habitat deems necessary each week. The team’s 

expertise includes siding (vinyl), painting (interior and exterior), demo, cleanup, ac-

cessorizing, and any number of other skills. Both men and women are welcome. No 

experience or special tools are required. “On the job training” will be provided.  

We work every Thursday and leave the rear of Chapel parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and 

return to the Chapel by 3:30 p.m. You’ll need to bring your own lunch, snack, and 

water and soft drinks. If you plan on participating or even just considering it, please 

call Tom Kelly at (239) 765-1242. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Children’s Church Help Needed  
 

HELP!  We need YOU to help with Children's Church. We need to have 

two teachers with our children each week.  Curriculum will be provided, and 

your imagination will be welcome!   If you would be willing to enjoy our chil-

dren for a week or two (or more) WE NEED YOU!  Contact Miffie Greer 

at (239) 339-7684 or miffieg@gmail.com. 

GLAD  
If you have been missing your family while you are enjoying the warmer weather here, think about giving an hour of 

your time. The children at Gladiolus Learning and Development Center (GLAD) love to have visitors. There are 

many volunteer opportunities available at GLAD located at 10320 Gladiolus Drive in Ft. Myers. Whether you enjoy 

rocking babies, reading to a child, helping with homework, teaching the ABC' s, singing or dancing, you would be a 

welcome volunteer at GLAD. For more information or to arrange a tour, contact Tina Parsons at (339) 481-2100 or 

Sharon Trantina at  (239) 989-1104. 

Operation Christmas Child   
Operation Christmas Child – GOOD NEWS, 

GREAT JOY! Here are the results for the 

2015 Shoebox collection. 

International Total           11,213,010 

United States              8,765,637 

Southwest Florida   36,420 

      Chapel By The Sea         160 

Every shoebox gift is a tangible expression of God’s amazing love.  

But it is just the beginning. After receiving a shoebox gift, children 

have the opportunity to enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12 week 

Bible Study Course which guides them through what it means to 

faithfully follow Jesus Christ.  Children in 100 countries may par-

ticipate in The Greatest Journey program, which is translated into 

70 languages. 

Souper ,  

Super Bowl  

Sunday  
Everybody won, but 

the totals were: 
 

8:00 a.m. service….  

Panthers-$84.00    

Broncos-$60.50 
 

10:00 a.m. service…. 

Panthers-$153.00         

Broncos-$307.37  
 

  

A grand total of 

$604.87 will go 

the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program. 

Thank you to all 

who participated!  

(And the chili sup-

per was delicious!) 

mailto:miffieg@gail.com


Meet Our New Staff Members 
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March Birthdays 

 2  Jean Clark 

 4  Lynda Hicks 

 4  T.J. Hulton 

 7  Jack Underhill 

 9  Cindy Collins  

 9  Eileen Pearson  

12 Don Batton 

12 Carol Underhill  

13  Pat Able 

14  Tim Baldwin  

14  Randy Belger 

16  Clifton Hart  

18  Matthew Detzel 

In Memoriam 

Joan Crawford 

Ed Fergus 

Terry Magnuson 

Arnie Vander Spoel 

Sue  Ann Wertz 

 

New Members 

Ada & John Beebe 

20  Nancy Henneberger 

22  John Slavens 

23  Nicholas Dobransky 

25  James Ahlemeier 

25  Jennifer Pinkard 

25 Margaret Ann 

      Spangler  

29 Tracy Lynn Detzel  

29  Ruth Dumbaugh 

30  Maria Werner 

 

March Anniversaries 

 Steve & Mary Gumm                3/3 

 Tom & Sharon Kelly                 3/17 

 Nuel & Laurie                          3/21 

 Daniel & Lisa Swanson              3/23 

Flowers 
Flowers are a beautiful way to honor loved 

ones and God. Sign up in the church office. 

Denise Armstrong, Office Administrator  

Our new Office Administrator Denise Armstrong 

joins us from South Carolina. She comes from a 

strong military family. Denise has an extensive back-

ground working with nonprofits and volunteer 

groups and will bring that same experience and en-

thusiasm to our community. Her favorite pastimes 

are cooking and growing fresh vegetables. 

John Rotach, Facilities Manager  

Our new Faiclities Manager, John Rotach, comes to 

us from  Delaware. He and his wife, Kay, were born 

and raised in Upstate New York and relocated to 

Deleware in 1985. They moved to Cape Coral, Fl in 

June of this year and are looking forward to enjoying 

the Florida sunshine as a resident instead of a visitor.  
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Chapel Concert Series 

When Singing Soars   

March 3, 2016 
Join us for the last concert in this year’s Chapel by 

the Sea Concert Series when Douglas Renfroe, bass 

baritone and Helen Tintes-Schuermann, contralto 

combine forces to offer an evening of exceptional 

entertainment through excellence in singing. Abigail 

Allison will be the pianist of the evening. 

We welcome back Dr. Renfroe, an internationally 

acclaimed bass baritone, who has performed 

throughout the Europe and the United States. He 

toured as Tevye with Fiddler on the Roof in Austria, Bulgaria, and Israel and has been a 

featured soloist and guest conductor with the Varna International Music Festival. Since 

2011, he has conducted and performed extensively in Quebec City with various or-

chestras and concert venues, and has just completed another year as Artist-in-

Residence at Quebec City’s Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. 

Helen Tintes-Schuermann is a new Visiting Associate Professor of Music at Ave Maria University. She will split her time 

between Ave Maria and the Konservatorium Wien University in Vienna, Austria, where she has taught classical voice 

for several years.  Dr. Tintes-Schuermann began playing piano at the age of 7 and was the organist at her church in 

West Fargo, North Dakota.  After earning her bachelor’s degree in music education, she taught at colleges and univer-

sities, performing along the way. Now an international artist she gives master classes and concerts in Finland, Estonia, 

China, the USA and Spain. 

Pianist Abigail Allison hails from the Chicago area where she was sought after as an accompanist with several choral 

ensembles and Temples. She is now collaborating with Douglas Renfroe in his concerts and as accompanist at Temple 

Bat Yam on Sanibel. 

What happens when two excellent singers 

combine forces to make music come to life? 

Come and see for yourself. 

Date: March 3rd, Thursday 

Time: 7 pm 

Free to the public – (free will offering) 

 

 

 

To current ‘friends’ and potential new ‘friends’ of the concert se-

ries….printed concert brochures containing write-ups on the four featured 

concerts for this season are located in the Narthex and Silver Hall, and in-

clude a contribution form and envelope for you convenience. If you are un-

able to make a monetary contribution, support  our series with your atten-

dance. You will be richly blessed. 

A special “thank you” to Kristine Stout, handbell soloist,  

for her amazing Joybell performance February!   
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A Letter From Chapel’s Parish Nurse 
 

A Healthy Reminder About Eye Health….. 

March Is Save Your Vision Month! 
 

Digital technology not only redefines how people interact with the world, but 

also how they see it, making it all the more important for consumers to make 

smart eye care choices.  

 

3 Considerations for the 21st-Century Eye 

Below are three messages, from the American Optometric Association 

(AOA), bound to resonate with an increasingly tech-conscious public that this 

year's Save Your Vision Month campaign will reinforce: 

 

Give your eyes a break. An AOA survey found that 83 percent of children between the ages of 10 and 

17 use an electronic device for more than three hours a day, while only 14 percent reported taking a visual 

break every 20 minutes. The AOA recommends the 20-20-20 rule to ward off digital eye strain: Take a 20-

second break to view something 20 feet away every 20 minutes. And when it comes to digital devices, re-

search indicates that blue light exposure could be doing some harm.  

 

Be a savvy shopper. Purchasing eyeglasses online may seem like a consumer convenience, but the AOA 

warns that the consequences of making an incorrect or uninformed purchase could cost patients more time 

and money in the long run. An AOA study published in 2011 with the Optical Laboratories Association and 

The Vision Council found nearly half of all glasses ordered online had either prescription errors or failed to 

meet minimum safety standards. 

 

Skip shortcuts. When it comes to the overall health and wellbeing of eyes, there is no substitute for a 

yearly, comprehensive eye exam by an eye doctor. Mobile apps or online tests do not provide the appro-

priate accuracy or information when it comes to changes in eye and general health. Regular, comprehensive 

eye exams are one of the most important, preventive ways to preserve healthy eyes and save vision. 
 

 

 

Ann Fossum, RN, Parish Nurse 

Weight Watchers  
 

Weight Watcher meets at Chapel by the Sea in Silver Hall on Thursdays at 9:00 a.m.  

AARP Smart Driver Course   
 

March 18, 2016 at Chapel by the Sea, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. You will learn defensive driv-

ing techniques , proven safety strategies , new traffic laws and rules of the road. Plus 

there are no tests to pass. You simply  sign up and learn. Upon completion you could receive a multi-year discount 

on your car insurance. Please  pre-register by calling (239) 463-3173 x10 or email Holly at Holly@chapelbts.org.  

Payment of  is due at class. The cost is $15.00 for AARP members or $20.00 for non-members. 

http://www.aoa.org/news/inside-optometry/screen-time-how-device-use-affects-childrens-vision
http://www.aoa.org/news/inside-optometry/digital-takeover-5-stats-that-reinforce-back-to-school-exams
http://www.aoa.org/news/inside-optometry/blue-light-in-the-limelight
http://www.aoa.org/news/inside-optometry/consumer-campaign-buying-glasses-online-may-be-no-bargain
http://www.aoa.org/documents/public/A_Closer_Look_at_Ordering_Eyeglasses_Online.pdf
http://www.aoa.org/patients-and-public/caring-for-your-vision/comprehensive-eye-and-vision-examination
http://www.aoa.org/news/advocacy/aoa-warns-public-about-online-eye-exams


Phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      Email: Holly@ChapelBTS.org  

website: www.Chapelbts.org 
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The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison, Pastor/Head 

of Staff   (email: skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com) 

Michael Melnikov, Director of Music/Organist 

Ann Fossum, R.N., Parish Nurse 

Denise Armstrong, Office Administrator 

Holly Tribble, Administrative Assistant 

John Rotach, Sexton 

The Rev. Don Jafvert, Pastor Emeritus 

The Staff of Chapel by the Sea   

March Liturgists  

                         8:00 a.m.            10:00 a.m. 

              

     March 6       Dean Southworth          Doug Bidgood   

     March 13       Joan Cady                    Neil Vallahan 

     March 20       Don Cady                    Wanda Prater  

     March 27        Bill Saunders                 

          


