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HOW THANKSGIVING  

DEEPENS OUR JOY 
  

Hello, once again, to the Chapel by the Sea 

community and grace and peace to you in the name 

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  November is 

here, cooler temperatures are in the air, and the mo-

mentum is building, as we move toward the “Winter 

Season.”  There is a new energy all around and within 

us.  In fact, Chapel’s sanctuary is getting more and 

more crowded with each passing Sunday, and I am 

thankful to God for all of God’s gracious gifts to us. 
Since Thanksgiving is around the corner, I 

have been reading various pieces of literature that deal with being thankful. One devotion I read on giv-

ing thanks comes from a website entitled PowerPoint Today by Pastor Jack Graham, and it speaks beauti-

fully about the power of giving thanks and how doing so leads to greater rejoicing. Psalm 30:11-12 pro-

claims, “You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosened my sackcloth and 

clothed me with gladness, that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. O LORD my 

God, I will give thanks to you forever!” With these verses in mind, the wonderful poet Annie Johnson 

Flint composed a poem that gives remarkable insight into Christian gratitude. She writes: 
As we offer our small rejoicing for the love that surrounds our days, 

           All the wonderful works of Thy goodness open before our gaze. 

           And through gates of our narrow thanksgiving, 
We shall enter Thy courts of praise. 
Praise and thanksgiving to God do more than make us feel good. They also increase our compre-

hension and apprehension of God’s goodness. And through that, we receive a greater capacity to enjoy 

Him and experience Him in our lives. While many people spend a great deal of time enlarging their pray-

er lists, we must also spend time enlarging our praise list and counting the blessings of God—naming 

them one by one. This day is about more than turkey; it’s about recognizing God’s goodness in our lives. 
As you count your blessings today, let that guide your thoughts. Give God praise for His good-

ness and you’ll enjoy Him all the more! During this Thanksgiving, may we meditate on these words, re-

ceive them into our hearts, and go forth each day with a thankful attitude that leads to greater joy.  May 

God richly bless you and Chapel by the Sea! 
  
      In Christ’s love, 

      Dr. Stephen D. Adkison 

      Pastor/Head of Staff 

      Chapel by the Sea 
 

      Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison, B.A., M.Div., D.Min. 

      Minister of the Word and Sacrament 

      Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

May the Beauty and  

Blessings of Thanksgiving 

Bring You Warmth and 

Peace this Season. 

http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
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Holiday Decorating 

We will have a Decorating Party at Chapel 

on Thursday, November 30 at 9:00 a.m. 

There’s lots to do (Sanctuary, Narthex, 

Silver Hall, and Outside.) It’s a lot of fun 

and many hands make light work. Be there 

by 9:00 a.m. and we’ll try to finish by 

lunchtime.  

Solomon’s Porch  

Theological Reading Group  
A theological book study and discussion 

group, led by our Pastor, meets every 

Tuesday at 3 PM. This group encourages 

open and wide-diverse dialogue on the 

subject at hand and expresses various 

interpretations to promote an informa-

tive discussion. It provides an opportuni-

ty to grow in faith, to build community 

and to form life-long friendships. 

Adult Sunday School 
On Sunday, November 

12, the Sunday School 

class taught by Laura Mil-

ler will reconvene for the 

season. Last spring we 

completed the study of 

the Gospel of Matthew,  

and this season we begin 

with the Gospel of Mark, 

which was the first of the 

four Gospels. It is suggest-

ed that each member bring 

his or her favorite Bible so 

that we can compare trans-

lations. The class will meet 

at 9:00 a.m. in the library in 

Silver Hall. New members 

are always welcome! 

Echo International Agriculture  

Conference  

Since 1994, Chapel by the Sea has supplied 

food for the conference. Delegates come 

from all over the world to share ideas 

about better methods of feeding the poor. 

On Friday, November 17, 2017 we’ll be 

supplying part of the lunch. We need peo-

ple to help with the salads and donations 

of cookies and brownies on Thursday, No-

vember 16th at 11:00 a.m. Call Anita 

Turner at (239) 357-9883 if you can help 

or sign up on the white “Communication 

Card” found in your bulletin.  

Christmas Open House 
Mark your calendars! Sunday, December 3, 

from 3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. for a Christmas 

Open House. Tour our beautifully deco-

rated Sanctuary then join us in Silver Hall 

for refreshments, children’s crafts and 

games. More details to follow.  

God’s Table & Community 

 Cooperative 

The annual God’s Table Thanksgiving meal 

will be on Wednesday, November 22 at 

12:30 p.m. at Chapel by the Sea. Volun-

teers are needed. 

In support of the holiday food drive for the 

needy, we have placed boxes in the Nar-

thex and Silver Hall for your donations of 

non-perishable food. The following items 

are needed: canned chicken, canned tuna, 

canned pasta (Ravioli, Beefaroni, etc.), ce-

real, canned soups and juice boxes., fruit 

or pudding cups.  

 

Installation 

On Sunday, September 3, 

Emily Porter was nomi-

nated and voted to fill the 

late Bill Saunders’ seat on 

the Session.  

Emily was officially in-

stalled as a Ruling Elder of 

the Session on September 

24. 2017. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings...Chapel mem-

bers and the beach community truly stepped 

up to the plate to help those in desperate 

need caused by Hurricane Irma. On Friday, 

September 22 Chapel volunteers headed to 

the Immokalee Soup Kitchen not knowing 

what to expect. We had received word that 

the Immokalee area was hard hit and that 

many homes were uninhabitable and had no 

water or electric. The greatest need was wa-

ter. As the Lord said, “…ask and you shall re-

ceive.” That morning, before the volunteers 

departed, a large trailer pulled into the Chapel parking lot. Workers 

from the Northern Indiana Electric Compa-

ny were getting ready to head back north 

and had a trailer full of water and a variety 

of packaged foods. A young man asked if 

we could use the supplies because they did 

not want to haul the items all the way 

home. The volunteers loaded up 30 cases 

of water and many bags of food and off 

they went.  

On Sunday, September 24, Pastor Steve 

gave a report on what the volunteers expe-

rienced at the soup kitchen. No one asked 

for money but people understood the 

need. Chapel members and visitors donated $1,014.00 that Sunday and 

others mailed in donations. We also received $749.00 from the patrons 

of Booba’s Bar on San Carlos Blvd., as well as canned food, cases of wa-

ter and clothing. Chapel members were able to return to Immokalee 

the following Friday with the minibus filled with 120 cases of water, and additional food and clothing. Monies not spent 

on buying cases of water went directly to Mision Peniel and the local Catholic Charities office in Immokalee, which op-

erates the soup kitchen. Many members of the community at large also dropped off clothing, food and personal items 

such as soap, shampoos, dental kits and cleaning supplies. We thank everyone who contributed money, donated need-

ed supplies, and volunteered their time. These efforts gave our 

community an opportunity to bring God’s light into the dark-

ness (2 Samuel 22:29). 

 

Answering the Call….The First Presbyterian Church of 

Lehigh Acres suffered severe damage as Hurricane Irma passed 

through our state. The church was flooded and its pianos de-

stroyed. First Presbyterian reached out and asked Chapel if 

they could borrow a piano until they could afford to purchase 

a new one after all the repairs were completed. Discussion 

ensued, and the decision was made to give the upright piano in 

the Music Room to First Presbyterian permanently. 

On the morning of September 30, Pastor Steve, Ed Milde, and 

Doug and Jacob Greer loaded up the piano and drove out to 

Lehigh to deliver it to members of the choir. We know, from 

our own experiences, how tight budgets can be. Chapel was 

fortunate enough to have a piano that we could give to anoth-

er church in need and did so with a joyful heart. 

Update of Hurricane  

Irma Outreach 
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Chapel Habitat Builders 
The “habitat builders” will be starting our 

winter volunteer season this month. The 

exact start date is yet to be determined, but 

watch for it in the Sunday Bulletin. Our team assists with any 

number of different tasks as Habitat deems necessary each 

week. The team’s expertise includes siding (vinyl), painting 

(interior and exterior), demo, cleanup, accessorizing, and any 

number of other skills. Both men and women are welcome. 

No experience or special tools are required. “On the job 

training” will be provided.  

We work every Thursday and leave the rear of Chapel parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and return to the Chapel by 3:30 p.m. 

You’ll need to bring your own lunch, snack, and water and soft drinks. If you plan on participating or even just consid-

ering it, please call Tom Kelly at 765-1242. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Sew N Sews 

Sew N Sews have been busy replenishing their stock of children’s clothing. Due to the 

flooding caused by IRMA, many homes in Immokalee, as well as their contents, were de-

stroyed. Mision Peniel let it be known that families were in need of clothing and shoes for 

children of all ages. 

Sew N Sews put together items for both boys and girls. A total of 76 pieces were sent for 

girls and 102 for boys. Items included dresses, skirts, shorts, and shirts of all sizes and for 

ages up to 14 years old. In addition, 32 handmade stuffed toys were delivered including 

dolls, ducks and lizards. 

Help Sew N Sews continue their efforts to reach out and make a difference through the 

art of sewing. Please consider dropping by any Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.. No long-

term commitment is required. Bring your own lunch; the group breaks around 12 noon for 

nourishment and lots of laughter. 

 

Sisters In Spirit  
As we have been reporting, there have been 

many families impacted by Irma, however, there 

have also been many non-profit organizations af-

fected as well. Chapel has had a long-standing 

relationship with the Gladiolus Learning Develop-

ment Center (G.L.A.D.), which was impacted by 

not only Hurricane Harvey but then by Irma. The 

Center sustained major flooding damage from 

both occurrences. Just as they were drying out 

from Harvey, Irma came roaring through. 

G.L.A.D. finances have been set back due to all 

the repairs and replacements of rugs, shelving, equipment and learning material. 

In a small gesture, SIS (Sisters in Spirit) got together and provided gift bags for the chil-

dren’s Halloween party filled with toys, funky socks, cookies, candy and craft items.  

Sisters in Spirit (SIS) is a group of women at Chapel by the Sea who meet once a 

month, enjoy fun activities and events, go new places and grow closer to God and each 

other. On November 14, SIS will meet at the church to go to their seventh annual 

shopping trip to He, She and Me on Bayside Parkway, Fort Myers. The bus will depart 

the Chapel parking lot at 9:30 a.m. We will have lunch at First Watch on Altamont 

Ave, Fort Myers following the shopping spree. For more information call Nancy Combs 

at (239) 233-8630. Please RSVP to chapel@chapelbts.org or (239) 463-3173 ext. 20.  

mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org
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Ongoing Health Event...YOGA  

Wednesdays, 2 PM – 3 PM, Silver Hall, Session Room, $10 Chapel Members / 

$12 Non-Members. The first session of YOGA classes started on October 11 

and will go until November 15. This is a 6-week beginners’ class. Age gracefully 

with more strength and stability. The instructor will have some yoga mats but if 

you have your own, please bring it with you, along with bottled water. YOGA 

decreases stress, improves balance, and promotes better sleep.  

 

      Operation Christmas Child 

         Every Shoebox Tells a Story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danu and his brother Cristi were excited to 

receive their shoebox gifts through a small 

church in their village in Moldova. Their sister, 

Maricica, was also overjoyed. The boys imme-

diately put on the hats they got in their boxes. 

Maricica was happy with the colorful crayons. 

Danu was excited to receive school supplies. 

Christi’s favorite gift was a toy car. The chil-

dren were so thankful to those who packed 

the shoeboxes with things they needed. But 

the greatest gift the children received was 

hearing the Gospel and coming to faith in Je-

sus Christ. 

The children experienced God’s love through 

the shoebox gifts. They wanted to learn more 

about Him by taking “The Greatest Journey,”  

a 12 lesson Bible course offered to boys and 

girls who receive the boxes. The children 

shared these lessons of faith with their family 

and invited them to attend church with them. 

What goes into the box is fun – what comes 

out of the box is eternal. Please bring your 

shoebox gift to Chapel by November 12. 

They will be blessed at that time. 

 

On-going Activities at Chapel  

Children’s Church  
All children are welcome to join our Chil-

dren’s Church and Nursery on Sunday morn-

ings at the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.  
 

Immokalee Soup Kitchen  
Chapel members volunteer at the Immokalee 

Soup Kitchen the fourth Friday of each 

month. The Chapel bus leaves at 9:30 a.m., 

returns about 2:45 p.m. Sign-up sheets are 

posted in Silver Hall. 

 

A Letter From Our 

Parish Nurse…. 

Happy Fall and Welcome Back 

to our Friends and Visitors,  

Hurricane season is officially 

over on November 30th and I 

think we will all be glad when 

that date comes. Many of us 

have felt uneasy, forgetful or 

anxious over the storms raging 

and the events over the last 

couple months. It is not uncommon to have these feelings and it can be helpful 

to talk about them. We are slowly emerging to get back to normal so be gentle 

with yourself and keep the faith. Also, remember to exercise – a new study finds 

that just one hour of moderate walking or exercise a week will help prevent 

depression. Now we can add mental health benefits to the long list of reasons to 

stay active at any age! If you have questions about Medicare Part D, Prescription 

Drug Coverage and the annual election period, please join us on November 7th 

for a discussion and on November 14th for one-on-one counseling. These 

presentations will be provided by the Florida SHINE Program (serving health 

insurance needs of elders). This is an annual event at Chapel and always worth-

while and well attended.  

                                Blessings for Good Health and Happy Thanksgiving, Ann  

 

 

SHINE Event 
Tuesday, November 7,   

SHINE Medicare Presentation  

10 AM, Chapel by the Sea, Silver Hall 
Join us to learn about your Medicare options, 

how to save on Part D costs and prepare for 

the upcoming Medicare open enrollment peri-

od. SHINE counselors provide free, unbiased and confidential counseling to Med-

icare beneficiaries, their caregivers and those soon to be eligible. Program is 

courtesy of SWFL Area Agency on Aging and is free.  

RSVP to chapel@chapelbts.org or (239) 463-3173 ext. 20. 
 

Tuesday, November 14 , SHINE Medicare Open Enrollment Event 

10 AM - 3 PM, Chapel by the Sea, Silver Hall 

Have you been waiting to make changes to your Medicare Prescription Drug plan 

or Medicare Advantage plan? The Open Enrollment Period (OEP) occurs from 

October 15 to December 7 every year. Now is the time to review your current 

Medicare coverage. **Bring your Medicare ID and prescription or a list of pre-

scriptions with dosage information.** Program courtesy of SWFL Area Agency 

on Aging and is free. RSVP to chapel@chapelbts.org or (239) 463-3173 ext. 20. 

 

Ann Fossum,  

RN, BSN, FCN 

Chapel by The Sea  

Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 2997 

 Fort Myers Beach,  

Florida 33931 

 (239) 463-3173 ext.13                                                                   

(239) 463-0256 fax                                                                     

ann@chapelbts.org 

mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org
mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org
mailto:ann@chapelbts.org
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shine+medicare+image&view=detailv2&qpvt=shine+medicare+image&id=BB929BA09CB39F37CE85C521200171AA200E00E6&selectedIndex=4&ccid=kA4GwPnR&simid=608029162535913790&thid=OIP.M900e06c0f9d1e64538d1a21f23923df7o0


Page 6   •     Glad Tidings     •     November 2017 

Chapel by the Sea  

Spaghetti Dinner 

 Saturday, November 11,  

5 – 7 PM, Silver Hall 
 

November 11 is Veterans Day. We have asked 

the FMB Cub Scout Troop 999 to lead us in 

the Presenting of Colors/Flag Ceremony in 

honor and celebration of our Veterans. Don’t 

miss the opportunity to thank those who pro-

vide protection and support for our God given 

freedoms. 

$10 Adult / $5 Public Safety Personnel /  

Kids 10 and under – FREE 
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Flowers 

To have flowers displayed at the Sunday  

Worship Service and noted in the weekly  

bulletin, fill out a card in the Church Office  

and the chart on the bulletin board,  

November  Anniversaries 
9  Charles & FaithAnn McNear  

          24  Carl & Carol Phillips 

          29  Greg & Janna Holmes 

November Birthdays 

 1  Patty Magnuson 

 2   Logan Phillips 

 3   Landon Doggett 

 4   Kathy LaCombe  

 5   Jean Knipp 

 5   Kathy McFalls  

 7   George Cox  

10   Bev Belger 

10   Laura Miller 

13   Lois Doggett 

15   Dave Pohl 

 16  Earl Ross 

 18  Judy Cultice 

 19  Fred Bushnell 

 21  Sandy Cox 

 21  Janet Wilson 

 21  Priscilla Wonkka 

 23  Terry Fletcher 

 24  Louis Monaco 

 28  Don Branscom 

 29  Don Calder 

 29  Colleen Hazelbaker 

Albert Werner celebrated his 

 birthday at Chapel on October 8. 

  Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre 
    November 15 : Pippin  

     December 13: A Christmas Story 
On Wednesday, November 15 at Broadway Palm we will 

enjoy the musical “Pippin”.  Last order for tickets was on 

November 1. Next, on  December 13 we will go to Broad-

way Palm to watch the performance of “A Christmas Story.” 

The deadline to order tickets is November 27. The $65.00 

ticket includes the meal, the show and tax. The church bus 

leaves Chapel at 4:30 p.m. and also picks up off island people 

on Pine Ridge. Please call Anita Turner at (239) 357-9883 for reservations. 

There is a limited number of tickets available for each show, so please be 

sure to let us know if you would like to attend.   

 

 
 

  

 

                      

   

                   

In Memorium 
Please pray for the family of Robert Liston  

on his passing in October. 

Thursday, November 9 

Chapel by the Sea  

presents Wild Coffee Duo 

in Concert. 
This is Chapel's first concert of 

the new season. Join us on No-

vember 9 at 7 p.m. in the Main 

Sanctuary as Susie Kelly on cello 

and Abbey Allison on piano per-

form a wide variety of styles. 

Both classically trained, they are at home on the concert stage and perform-

ing music from Baroque era through 21st century concert music. They also 

play jazz standards, arrangements of pop songs, and several kinds of world 

music. No tickets required, free will offering. 

Susie and Abbey first collaborated in a Heath Recital Series performance at 

The Violin Shop, in Bonita Springs. The two got along so well, both musically 

and personally, that they decided to form a duo. Formed in 2015, the Wild 

Coffee Duo is the happy result of the decision.  

And be sure to mark your calendars for the upcoming December Concert on 

Thursday, December 7 at 7:00 p.m.  

Chapel Concert Series 

Choir  Robes 
The choir will begin wearing robes starting Sunday, November 29, which is 

the first Sunday of Advent. Between now and then, choir members should 

check their robes to see if they need any repairs, changes to the length, or 

cleaning. They should let Lois Doggett know if there is something she can 

help with in this area.  

November Liturgists  

          November 5   

               Laura Miller 
             

             November 12  

              Beth Cherry  
      

             November 19  

            Jennifer Pinkard 
        

             November 26  

           Rexann Hosafros 

Katelyn Cherry, along with Jacob and Dobbin Greer, did a wonderful  

job as our Children Chapel Liturgists in October. 

tel:239-357-9883


Phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      Email: holly@chapelbts.org  

website: www.Chapelbts.org 

Chapel by the Sea  
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P.O. Box 2997 

Fort Myers Beach, FL 33932 
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