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ouis L’Amour, author of some 105 western novels or “Frontier  

Stories” as he referred to them, once wrote: 

 There will come a time when you believe everything is 

 finished. That will be the beginning. 

 

Out of such conviction we celebrate Advent in the life of the Church. 

Our celebration is about far more than Jesus’ birth details. It is about 

the renewal of hope. The oldest writings in the New Testament 

(letters of the Apostle Paul) are completely silent and seemingly un-

knowledgeable about birth details and their importance. The oldest 

gospel (Mark) begins his story of Jesus with John the Baptizer 

“preparing the way” for Jesus’ ministry…the last three years of his life. 

 

The birth stories of Matthew and Luke are so different with absolutely no overlap that 

Christmas hymns and pageants pick and choose which birth tradition they will use, or else 

create a collage of the two different stories. 

 

Both Matthew and Luke were written just after one of the worst periods in Israel’s history. 

The Temple was destroyed for the second time in 70 CE during the siege of Jerusalem by the 

Roman Empire. It was a time of great despair and hopelessness. The Holy City and the tem-

ple lay in destruction. The advent stories of these two gospels provide the imagery of the 

real Kingdom of God, the true Prince of Peace, and the One that Israel should look to as the 

Lord of Life—not Rome or Caesar. 

 

The writers of Luke and Matthew would have understood and appreciated L’Amour’s quote: 

“There will come a time when you believe everything is finished. That will be the beginning.”  

December 1 begins the new Church year and Advent. 

 

On the Second Sunday of Advent, December 8 at 2pm, the Ave Maria University Chamber 

Choir will present the second concert of this year’s season. Portions of Handel’s “Messiah” 

will be included in their program. See page six of the newsletter for more information. A 

service of Lessons and Carols will be presented by the Chancel Choir, Chapel Bells, and 

Chapel Chimers on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22. And, Christmas Eve ser-

vices are planned for 7:00pm and 9:00pm with the earlier service planned with children in 

mind. 

 

As you have already noticed, this issue of Glad Tidings is utilizing a new format, allowing us a 

bit more space with more opportunities for photos and images. A special thanks to the staff 

for their efforts over the past several months and especially Holly Tribble, editor, for her 

added work in this first new edition. Some of you may also have received this issue via an 

email attachment. Be patient as we make improvements in our communication efforts. 

 

Thanks to the Worship Committee and others of you who decorated Chapel for the Advent 

season. We are celebrating “the beginning.”  

          —Gary 
 

L

Fort Myers Beach, Florida 

The Rev. Dr. Gary Bagley 
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Wednesday Night Youth Alive! 

 

     6:00 pm / Youth Room 

Join Katy and other youth for… 

 ** FUN AND FELLOWSHIP 

 ** YOUTH DINNER 

  ** GROUP STUDY 

 

PROTECTING CHAPEL’S ASSETS 
 We all know from experience how time takes its toll on people, na-

ture and structures.  Silver Hall is no different.  The roof is original – 

37 years old—the same with many of the 17 air conditioning units.  

Very soon, we all will be asked to make a commitment to protect  

Silver Hall.   

Since these funds are going toward replacing assets and are not on-

going, we cannot and do not expect them to come from your regular 

income stream as would your annual giving for operating expenses, but 

rather from the same source you would tap if you needed a new roof, 

etc—your investment or savings account.  IRA’s and appreciated 

stocks are excellent ways to make extra charitable contributions to 

Chapel if directed from your financial institution or broker.  Both pro-

vide significant tax benefits.  (Feel free to contact the Administration & 

Finance Committee for more information.) 

So in the coming weeks as the bids are being developed, please prayer-

fully consider what you and your family will contribute to the preserva-

tion of Chapel to enable it to continue in God’s service.  

Living Gift Market 
The LIVING GIFT MARKET, sponsored by the Mission and Outreach 

Committee, offers an opportunity for members and friends of Chapel 

by the Sea to give the gift of hope and love.  

In this Alternative Christmas gift giving, you provide hope to families in 

need. You can give a gift that helps alleviate hunger and supplies cloth-

ing and medical care, that helps provide a house for a needy family and 

the gift of self reliance. 

A list of gifts from which to choose and an order form along with 

more information, will be available in a Living Gift Market brochure 

and in the bulletins. Certificates provided by the Living Gift Market 

which designate the gift you have chosen will be available for you to 

give to your loved ones. So give the world a present by giving a Living 

Gift in the name of a family member, friends or loved ones on your 

holiday gift list. Remember, the LIVING GIFT MARKET will be open 

December 1rst, 8th and 15th in Silver Hall from 9:30-11:30a.m. 

“World Religions” Class 

Sundays, 9:00am 

Teacher: Laura Miller 

Library, Silver Hall 

  

Pastor’s Spirituality Class 

Mondays, 10:00am 

Facilitators: Jennifer & Gary Bagley 

“Circle of Chairs,” Sanctuary 

 

“Solomon’s Porch Discussion 

Group” 

Thursdays, 4:00pm 

Group Leader: Gary Bagley 

 “Circle of Chairs,” Sanctuary 

  

Bible Study: Isaiah and  

the Prophecies 

Thursdays, 10:00am 

Teacher: Mary Jo Jacobs 

Library, Silver Hall 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Cents A Meal   
Three cents a meal, each meal, each 

day is .63 (cents) a week or $32.85 a 

year. The collection box is in the front 

entrance to the sanctuary. 

Adult Classes and Study  

Group Opportunities 

IRA Charitable Rollover 

For the past few years, several of Chapel members and friends have been 

able to increase their gifts to the church without impacting their living in-

come. The IRA charitable rollover, which was renewed on January 2, 2013, 

allows individual taxpayers older than 70 ½ years to donate up to 

$100,000 from their individual retirement accounts (IRAs) and Roth IRAs 

to charitable nonprofits without having to treat the withdrawals as taxable 

income. - See more at: http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/public-policy/

federal-policy-issues/incentives-giving/ira-rollover 

For more information, contact our Administration and Finance Chair, Bob 

Nunn, Administrator Tamara McPheron, the pastor, or your financial advi-

sor. Consider this as an option to your giving.  

http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/public-policy/federal-policy-issues/incentives-giving/ira-rollover
http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/public-policy/federal-policy-issues/incentives-giving/ira-rollover
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SIS (Sisters In Spirit) — is open 

to all Chapel women and guests.  We 

will have our traditional December Christmas 

Potluck Brunch on Tuesday, December 10th 

here at Chapel. Please bring a dish to share 

and individually wrapped candies that we will 

bag for the Soup Kitchen and God's Table. 

Call Anita Turner 239-357-9883 for more 

information.  
 

Poinsettias -— Don’t forget to order your 

Christmas Poinsettia. The price is $10.00. 

Please order by December 15.  

 

Chapel Habitat Builders -— The “Habitat 

Builders” volunteer every Thursday. We do a 

variety of home improvement activities. No 

experience or special tools are required. “On 

the job training” will be provided. If you have 

any question, please call Tom Kelly at  

(239) 765-1242.  

 

Christmas Toy Drive -— Brightest Hori-

zons Child Development Center and The 

Heights Foundation are sponsoring a Christ-

mas Toy Drive for the children of the Harlem 

Heights neighborhood.  Toys are needed for 

children aged 0-17 years.  Gifts may be 

wrapped or unwrapped.  If they are wrapped, 

they should be labeled for a boy or a girl and 

the appropriate age.  Gifts may be placed in 

the bin in the church office by December 10.  

For more information contact Sharon Tran-

tina at 239-989-1104. 

 

Sew and Sews —  We have been busy 

working on Christmas items! We can always 

use the help of Santa’s elves! Please join 

Thursday, 10am, in Room 5, Education Wing. 

 

Flowers — Flowers are a beautiful way to 

honor a loved one. Please fill out a card in 

the flowers box on the office desk. For more 

information you may call the office at (239) 

463-3173 Monday thru Friday 9am-12pm. 

 December Birthdays 

Nadine Hudson               01            Chuck Golden     19 

Charlene (Char) Nyeholt 01             Ron Edman         20 

Wanda L Hart                 02            Kathie Smith        20 

Nancy Blackman              05            Sharon Kelly        22 

John R Peterson               05           Ed Fergus             23 

Nancy M. Kehm               08           Gail DeBenedett   24 

Jeff Spangler                     09           Tom Kelly            24       

Doris Collins                   10            Kathryn Brackett  26 

Phillip (Phil) Byers            10            Ross Pinkard        26 

Danielle Vandenbent        10            Ed Bell                 28 

Melvin L (Mel) Sandquist   11           Alice Glawe          28 

Allen (Al) Lockwood        11           Diane Peterson     28 

Paula Cammarata             11           Chris Dunn           29 

Milton J (Milt) Wilcox      14            Denise Monahan   29 

Anthony Monaco             14            Eli Vertrees          29 

Emogene (Jean) Hickok    16 

Maxene Zammerilla         17 

John Leys                        18 

Karen Swanbeck              18 

December Anniversaries 

Arnie & Jackie Vander Spoel   12/02 (Over 50 years) 

Ed & Charlotte Fergus            12/07 (Over 50 years) 

Preston & Elaine Brinkman      12/15 (Over 50 years) 

Harry & Suzanne Mitchel         12/18 

Gary & Jennifer Bagley             12/22 

Ron & Mary Ann Krupka          12/26 

 



Mission & Outreach 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 Good News!  Our congregation gave 174 shoebox gifts to 

Samaritan’s Purse. These boxes were lovingly packed, prayed 

over, and blessed with the love of Jesus Christ.  So many of 

our church members and friends were responsible for the 

success of this project.  Thank you to everyone who partici-

pated in any way. 

The shoeboxes were taken to a collection point in Estero 

where volunteers placed them in large cartons which held 

about 50 boxes.  Then they were transported by truck to 

Atlanta where the individual boxes were inspected for perish-

able items, resealed and returned to the large cartons.  At that point their final destination was determined. If you 

tracked your box, you may know by mid December where your box was shipped. 

Once the cartons filled with shoeboxes arrive in another country, they are transported to remote areas by trucks, 

and then pack animals, boats, even on foot or what-

ever it takes to bring joy and the Gospel message to 

children who live in remote areas. You can imagine 

the delight and laughter as they receive their gifts! 

In countries where it is permitted, the children are 

given a booklet called ‘The Greatest Gift of All’, 

which is written in their language, along with the 

shoeboxes.  The children are also invited to a 12 les-

son Bible Study, ‘The Greatest Journey’.  As they 

study and grow spiritually, they learn to pray and 

share the Gospel with family members and friends.  

During the past three years, over 1.1 million children 

around the world have graduated from ‘The Greatest 

Journey’, and well over 650,000 of them have indi-

cated in writing that they have accepted Christ as 

their savior in response to the lessons. All this began 

with the power of a simple gift – a shoebox! 

 

 

 

 

Toys for Immokalee  
Toys and gifts will be collected for the children of the Guadalupe Center in Immokalee this Christmas beginning 

Sunday, December 1 through Dec. 15.  The Center works with other agencies to assure that gifts are not dupli-

cated nor children left out.  Ages are birth through high school in this community of mostly migrant worker fami-

lies. Please be considerate of this when selecting toys, games, sports equipment, board games (with batteries pro-

vided), paints, coloring books and crayons, puzzles and culturally sensitive dolls, (as a few suggestions.) Children’s 

books are acceptable. There is a need for nicer gifts ($10-$20) and gifts for the older, high school children.  Wrap-

ping paper, tape and cash are appreciated.  Gifts should be new, unwrapped and non-violent.  There is an area in the 

Library in Silver Hall designated specifically for TOYS FOR IMMOKALEE. 
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Chapel by the Sea’s Director of Music and 

Organist, Michael Melnikov, is pleased to 

announce the 2013-2014 Concert Series. 

Flyers are available to be posted through-

out the community. Flyers are also available 

by email. For more information, feel free to 

call Anita Turner at (239) 357-9883 or Lois 

Doggett at (239) 463-3173. 
  

Chapel would like to give a special 

thank you to Priscila Navarro for the 

outstanding concert on November 17! 

 

December 8 

Ave Maria University Chamber Choir,  

directed by Dr. Timothy McDonnell and 

assistant director, Rebecca Ostermann.  

Sunday at 2 pm. 

  

January 23 

Joybell - Kristine Stout, Handbell Soloist. 

Thursday at 7 pm. 

  

February 9 

All About Love – Encore Performance – 

Vocalists: Jo List (accompanied by Joe 

McConaghy) and Terry Stewart. Sunday at 

2pm. 

  

 March 20 

Trio of the Americas, William Dawson, 

piano, Jamie Rapp, violin, and Jose  

Mazariegos, cello.  Thursday at 7 pm.  

  

.  

2013-2014 Concert Series 

Advent Concert -   

Ave Maria University Chamber Choir  

at Chapel by the Sea  

 Dr. Timothy McDonnell,  

Director Rebecca Ostermann,  

Assistant Director 

Sunday, December 8th at 2p.m., Free-will offering 

 

This concert will feature music by Palestrina, Tchaikovsky, 

Vaughn Williams, excerpts from Handel's Messiah and more. 

The Ave Maria University Chamber Choir is the premier 

ensemble of the University’s Department of Music.  Made up 

principally of music majors and other highly qualified students, 

this select group is constituted by a rigorous audition process 

in which a superior level of musicianship must be demonstrated 

by each candidate.  The Chamber Choir concentrates on the 

more challenging works in the choral repertoire, focusing 

largely on compositions from the 16th through the 18th Centu-

ries.  A resurgence of the popularity of smaller choral ensem-

bles in the 20th Century led to an increase of compositional ac-

tivity for such ensembles, and so the Chamber Choir also ex-

plores the riches of more recent compositions for this medium.  

Performing throughout the Southwest Florida region, the Ave 

Maria University Chamber Choir is a proud ambassador for the 

whole academic community it represents through its advocacy 

of great art and the pursuit of musical excellence. 

Among Dr. McDonnell’s many accomplishments is his tenure as 

Director of Liturgical Music at the Pontifical North American 

College in the Vatican.  Currently he is a faculty  member at 

AMU as well as the Artistic Director of the Symphonic Chorale 

of Southwest Florida . 
  
  

Featuring music from Handel’s 

Messiah and more! 

Chapel Chimers and Choir will provide music for the 

Town's Boat Parade and Gazebo Lighting on December 7th at 

4:00p.m. They will also be performing at Santini Plaza on  

December 14th  at 11:00a.m. 
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 Health Events   

  Purple Power Zumbathon 

Like to dance?  Need to  

Exercise?  Want to help fight 

cancer? Then put on your 

purple, the color for all  

cancers, and join us January 

18, 2014 from 1-3 P. M. at 

Chapel by the Sea for Team 

Chapel’s marathon of fun and 

physicality to raise your heart 

rate while raising funds to 

fight cancer.  

Your $10.00 donation will 

benefit Team Chapel’s Relay 

For Life/American Cancer  

Society Campaign. Watch for 

announcement of the date of 

our Second Annual Dog 

Walk - the fun-filled activity 

for you and your dog to help 

the Relay for Life Team 

Chapel raise funds to fight 

cancer. 

 

Are you a cancer survivor?  

Please pick up a form in 

Chapel by the Sea’s office 

and register with Relay for 

Life.  Even if you have  

registered in past years, 

please do so again. 

 

For questions or to become a 

member of Team Chapel, 

please contact Mary  

Cartwright at (239) 463-1094, 

Mariann Griffin at  (239) 233

-8275, or Kim Southworth at 

(239) 765-4254. 

 

A WORLD WITH LESS 

CANCER IS A WORLD 

WITH MORE BIRTHDAYS! 

 

**Proceeds of all fundraisers 

benefit the Fort Myers Beach 

Relay for Life/American 

Cancer Society. 

 

    

 

 

 

Ho-Ho-Holiday Online Shopping 

There’s no doubt online shopping can help reduce stress caused by long lines, cranky 

shoppers and crowded stores; but if you choose to use your computer or mobile device 

to find the ideal gift for that special someone this holiday season, be advised there’s a 

Grinch ready to steal your jingle and your joy. 

 

Ho-ho-hold on before you click that link delivered to you in an email: Opening a 

contaminated link could lead you to a "phishing" website where shoppers who click 

through are redirected to a fraudulent site designed to steal your identity and your 

cash. If the deal is too good to pass up, enter the website name by hand into your 

browser.  

 

Examine the websites URL:Shoppers should always look in the address box for the 

“s” in https:// and in the lower-right corner for the “lock” symbol before paying. If 

there are any doubts about a site, right-click anywhere on the page and select 

“Properties.” This will let you see the real URL (Web site address) and the dialog 

box will reveal if the site is not encrypted. Never enter your credit card number, user 

identification or password without the “s” and “lock” symbol.  

 

“Appy” holidays: For safe online shopping, make sure your apps are downloaded 

from a trusted source, such as the Android Market, Apple App Store or the Amazon 

App Store. When you download the app, it will ask for various "permissions." Be 

sure to read through them and note whether they make sense... for example, does a 

shopping app need access to your contact list? Another way to check on the safety of 

apps is to read through the feedback in the comments section of the market and 

choose apps with a high rating. 

 

Never use your debit card for online purchases: A debit card is just like cash and 

if compromised, your bank account can be wiped out. 

 

Home for the holidays: Safe online holiday shopping begins with a secure network 

connection - like that in most homes. Public Wi-Fi can be hacked by someone with 

the right tools, exposing your passwords, billing information and other sensitive data. 

Therefore, if you’re using a public connection, it’s best to limit yourself to window-

shopping and price comparing, rather than buying. 

 

Connection Protection: Your computer should always have the most recent updates 

installed for spam filters, anti-virus and anti-spyware software, and a secure firewall.  

 

Happy Holidays: This important Fraud Alert brought to you by the Lee County 

Sheriff’s Office.  Please contact the Fraud Hotline at 258-3292 to report a fraud or 

scam.   
 

Health News & Safety Tips 

https://market.android.com/
http://www.apple.com/iphone/from-the-app-store/
http://www.amazon.com/mobile-apps/b?ie=UTF8&node=2350149011
http://www.amazon.com/mobile-apps/b?ie=UTF8&node=2350149011
http://www.webroot.com/En_US/consumer/tips/beginners-how-do-i-create-a-strong-password
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A Note from Your Parish Nurse 

How the Computer May Be  

Damaging Your Eyes 

Call it the revenge of the electronic screens. 

Many of us spend hours each day peering at 

computer screens, televisions, hand-held 

devices, cell phones, GPS monitors and 

more. The result: dry eyes, irritation, 

blurred vision, double vision, headache, and 

tiredness. 

There's a word for this group of symptoms, 

or, rather, three words: "computer vision syndrome." If the prolif-

eration of eye drop products on store shelves is any measure, 

computer vision syndrome is an increasingly common problem. 

Here are a few suggestions to help your eyes feel more  

comfortable: 

 It's easy to forget about blinking when you're staring intently at 

a screen, so blink more often. 

 Women are more likely to have dry eyes than men. You may 

want to try over-the-counter eye drops known as "artificial tears." 

These are available as lubricated, saline, homeopathic and other 

types. Using a humidifier may also help. 

 Turn down the lights. Reduce the wattage in desk lamps and 

adjust window blinds to cut down on screen glare. 

 Schedule rest breaks for your eyes during your workday. The 

American Optometric Association recommends resting your eyes 

for 15 minutes after working continuously for two hours on an 

electronic screen. In addition, every 20 minutes, look up from the 

screen and refocus your eyes on a distant object. 

 Want to try an alternative approach? A study in India tested 

291 people who used computers at work and had similar levels of 

visual strain and discomfort. The researchers, who were from a 

yoga research foundation, put half of the subjects in a group that 

practiced an hour of yoga daily, five days a week. The others did 

their normal recreational activities for the same amount of time. 

After 60 days, the yoga group had reduced their eye discomfort, 

while the other group had increased amounts. 

 The easiest suggestion of all? Clean your screen frequently. 

Dust and smears make words harder to read, causing you 

more eyestrain. 

 

© 2013 HealthyWomen All rights reserved.  

Reprinted with permission from HealthyWomen. 

Sheila Morales 

Parish Nurse 

 Health Events   

 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers — Tues-

days, 9am-12pm in the Library in Silver Hall 

January 21, 28, February 4, 11, 18 and 25. 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is an educa-

tional program designed to help family care-

givers take care of themselves while caring 

for a friend or relative. You will benefit from 

this class whether you are helping a parent, a 

spouse, a friend, someone who lives at home, 

in a nursing home, or across the country. 

contact: Wendy B. Fisher at (239) 343-9224. 

  

AARP’s SMART Drivers Course — 

Tuesday, January 21, 9am to 4pm (with an 

hour for lunch) in Silver Hall, Session Room. 

$15.00 for AARP members, $20.00 for non-

AARP members. Contact: Patricia Myers at 

(239) 481-7539 to register, bring Drivers Li-

cense. 

 

Low Impact Aerobics and Strength 

Training — Mondays, Wednesdays, and  

Fridays, 9-10:30am, begins January 6 ,Silver 

Hall, $5 per class, bring light weights and  

water! Instructor: Carol Kushkin 

  

Weight Watchers — Starting Tuesday,  

December 3, Weigh-in 9am, program 

9:30am, in Silver Hall. Weight Watchers is 

America’s trusted name and a global leader in 

weight loss services. At the heart of the pro-

gram are weekly meetings that provide the 

coaching and tools to help people make the 

positive changes required to lose weight and 

keep it off. Instructor: Wanda Anderson 

Contact: Sheila Morales, Faith Community 

Nurse  a t  ( 239)  919 -2295 ,  o r 

Sheila@chapelbts.org if you are interested in 

any of these programs. 
  
  

    

 

Health News & Safety Tips 

http://www.healthywomen.org/glossary/term/5933
http://www.healthywomen.org/glossary/term/4657
mailto:Sheila@chapelbts.org


phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      email: Holly@ChapelBTS.org  

website: www.ChapelBTS.org 
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Laity Assistant Schedule 
If you are unable to be at church on a Sunday you’re scheduled to serve, please arrange for a substitute,  

and if time allows, contact the church office. 

 Dec 1 Dec  8 Dec 15 Dec  22 Dec 29 

Ushers      

Greeters Rhoda Lamb Ruth Zook Joyce Riggs Cindy & Kelsey Collins  

Minute for 
Missions 

None Laura Miller TBA Laura Miller    

Liturgist Chuck Golden Neil Callahan Lois Doggett Tree Andre Arnold Vander Spoel 

The Rev. Dr. Gary L. Bagley, Interim 

Pastor 

Michael Melnikov, Director of Music/

Organist 

Tamara McPheron, Administrator 

Sheila Morales, Parish Nurse 

Holly Tribble, Administrative Assistant 

Chuck Elston, Sexton 

The Staff of Chapel by the Sea 

  


