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“Ask Not What Your Church Can Do for You…” 
Hello Chapel family and grace and peace to you!  I 

recently came across an article from a webpage entitled, 

364 Days of Thanksgiving (author unknown), that I have 

included below (with some modifications), and this article 
reminds us of the importance of being served by the 

Church, but even more so, of being a servant in the 

Church.  It’s a play on one of John F. Kennedy’s most fa-

mous statements.  I hope you enjoy it! 

“On a sunny, but brisk January afternoon in 1961, 

43-year-old John F. Kennedy stood on the eastern portico of the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. The 

newly elected president had just been sworn into office by Chief Justice Earl Warren. He stood before a nation 

energized by his youth and entranced by his charisma.  In the concluding remarks of his inaugural address, Presi-

dent Kennedy spoke words which have echoed down to our day: “And so my fellow Americans: Ask not 

what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.” 

Recently, I read an interesting little book by Thom S. Rainer called I Am a Church Member. The book pro-

poses that much of the decline in Christian churches today can be traced back to a basic misunderstanding of 

what it means to be a member of a Christian church. Many people today look for churches that will give them 

what they need or want. For them, being a member of a church is like joining a country club. You pay your dues 

and then you enjoy the privileges. The church serves you. The choir sings to you. The pastor preaches to you and 

your needs.  If the church isn’t meeting your needs, if the music isn’t inspiring enough for you, if the pastor 

doesn’t give you what you are looking for, then you look for another church which will. 

Is that what it means to be a member of a church? 

When the Bible talks about joining together with other Christians as a church, it usually doesn’t talk about 

what you get out of it, but rather what you give. The writer to the Hebrews encourages us, “Let us not give up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:25). 

As Christians, we follow the example of our Savior “who did not come to be served, but to 

serve” (Matthew 20:28). When we truly grasp God’s grace – when we see and appreciate God’s sacrifice and love 

and forgiveness – then we will willingly want to serve him and others with thankful hearts. 

My fellow Christians: ask not what your church can do for you – ask what you can do for your 

church.  We don’t go to church just to get, but also to give – to serve our Savior God and others out of love 

and thanks for all that God has given us. Being a member of a church means more than just sitting in the pew on 

Sundays. Don’t just go to church. Be the church. Participate. Serve. Give. 

And the amazing thing is, as you do, you, too, will be blessed. There is no “I” in team, but there is a “U” in 

church. As you serve God and others in church, as you participate in worship, as you hear God’s word and re-

ceive the Sacraments, you, too, will be encouraged. You will be strengthened. You will be blessed. As you give, 
God promises you will also receive. Being a member of a church means serving and being served. 

Remember that this Sunday as you go to church. I am not here primarily for me. I am here first and fore-

most to thank my Savior God for all God’s blessings. I am here to encourage and serve my fellow believers. And 

the amazing thing is I will be blessed as I do. 

What does being a member of a church mean to you?” 
 

     In Christ’s love,  

     The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison, Pastor/Head of Staff 

     Chapel by the Sea Presbyterian Church 
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Palm Sunday — Sunday, April 14, Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. and 

10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
 

Maundy Thursday Service, Communion —  

Thursday, April 18, Worship Service at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  
 

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Sunday —  

Sunday, April 21, Worship Services at 8:00 a.m. &10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  

Sunrise Service —  6:30 a.m. at the pier on Fort Myers Beach, spon-

sored by the Beach Ministerial Association. 

 

Easter Events at Chapel by the Sea 
Easter Flowers — There is a choice of tulips and lilies. Order forms 

are in Sunday bulletins or stop by the church office to place an order. The cost 

for lilies is $10.00 and tulips is $15.00. Orders are due by April 9. 
 

Children’s Easter Party — Saturday, April 20, 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

It’s time again for the Chapel by the Sea Easter Party! There will be games, 

crafts, egg dying, an Easter egg hunt and some very big surprises! The party will 

include children ages 2 years — 5th grade. Volunteers are needed. Fill out the 

white communication card. We need hard boiled eggs, bags of wrapped can-

dies (no chocolate, it melts!), stickers, or trinkets to fill the plastic eggs. 
 

Easter Brunch — Easter Sunday, April 21, 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Easter Brunch will be served on Sunday, April 1, at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Join us for a delicious buffet of pancakes, breakfast casseroles, breakfast meats, 

fruits, juice and pastries for a $10.00 donation. This celebration is lots of fun!  
 

Chapel’s Fourth Annual Easter Bonnet Parade — Don 

your favorite Easter bonnet or fedora and join us once again for an “old-

fashioned” Easter Parade on Easter Sunday in Silver Hall after the 10:00 a.m. 

service. We hope to see lots of Easter Hats! 

 

 Keeping in Touch with Chapel 
A reminder for those heading north for the summer to 

please sign out in the church office or via the Communi-

cation Card in the Sunday bulletin. Glad Tidings is not 

forwarded from your beach address, as it is bulk mail. 

Stay in touch with members and friends by checking out 

Chapel’s Facebook page. Posted weekly are pictures 

from services, activities and coffee fellowship hour. If 

you would like to save a stamp or two, you may now 

donate through our website www.chapelbts.org. The 

home page banner contains “Give Online” which leads 

you through the E Giving opportunity. See you when 

you return to the beach and Chapel...you will be missed! 
 

Chapel Stewardship Report 
First of all, THANK YOU to all those who have already 

pledged to support our 2019-20 fiscal year budget. This 

is an update, as of March 20th, of our Stewardship em-

phasis. Historically, two years ago, pledges were up 2.4% 

over the previous year. Last year, we were up a whop-

ping 13.6%! This year, to date, we’re short 15% of last 

year’s total. We probably can’t expect to increase every 

year, but to match the previous year allows CBTS to 

continue our many current outreach programs without 

cutbacks. Thank you, also, to those who give on a regu-

lar basis but don’t turn in a pledge card. We try to fac-

tor that into our budgeting process and count on your 

help. The bottom line: We’re down a little more than 

$52,000, approximately 15%. We have been so richly 

blessed and are called to be faithful with little, faithful 

with much, faithful with all.   

                                Finance/Stewardship Committee 
 

ECHO 
Each year on April 22 Earth Day is recognized. In honor 

of Earth Day, we would like to highlight ECHO, an or-

ganization that strives to improve the lives of millions 

worldwide by reducing hunger through sustainable solu-

tions. It creates opportunities for community leaders to 

network with one another to share experiences, ideas 

and solutions in more than 165 countries. These tech-

niques and technologies are well tested and proven to 

be successful over and over again. The ECHO campus 

and farm is located in North Fort Myers and tours are 

available Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday. You won't want 

to miss the demonstrations in the Urban Garden, which 

feature some wacky, yet effective ways to grow crops. 

The urban setting, where open land is non-existent, is 

perhaps the most difficult place to grow food. ECHO 

suggests making above-ground gardens out of recycled 

materials such as a wading pool, old tires, and cement 

mixing trays. To lessen the weight inside the containers, 

try using cola cans, packing peanuts, old socks and fab-

rics which can be part of a successful (and lighter) con-

tainer garden. Hunger is a reality for 795 million people 

in the world. Learn more at www.echonet.org. Let us 

take this opportunity to educate ourselves and to be 

part of the solutions. “…open wide your hand to the needy 

and the poor…” Deuteronomy 15:10 

 
 

The ordination/installation of Doretta Coon, Stephen Light 

and Tom Means on March 10, 2019 at Chapel by the Sea. 

http://www.chapelbts.org/
http://www.echonet.org/
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A Letter from the Choir Director of Alma College…. 
Dear Rev. Adkison and Lois, 

The Alma Choir arrived back on campus late Saturday night after a wonderful week in Florida. Every one of us was tired, but happy and 

brimming with great memories. Thank you for opening your church to us, and making us welcome. The students were thrilled with our 

visit to the Chapel by the Sea and so pleased by our concert. Singing in your church for so many friendly faces was a treat. Will you 

please pass on our thanks to all your friends in the kitchen who pampered us with such a wonderful dinner AND breakfast — and to all 

your homestay hosts. The Alma Choir visits a lot of churches and the kids can always tell when a church really puts out the welcome 

mat for us — as you all did! Now, I have the unenviable task of planning a Michigan tour for February 2020 that will compete with Flori-

da 2019. I don’t think it can be done. However, we will hope to return to Florida in a few years — perhaps you will let me call you again 

about a return visit in 2023. Many thanks and all good wishes!     Sincerely, Will Nichols, Alma College Choirs 

The Memory Makers gave a 

wonderful performance at 

Chapel by the Sea on March 22! 

Lots of fun and dancing! 
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Chapel by the Sea 

 Spaghetti Dinner 

Saturday, April 13,  5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Silver Hall 

Spaghetti Dinner featuring Mama Chapeletti’s world-

famous homemade sauce and hand-rolled meatballs. $10 

per adult / Kids under age 10 eat free. Thank to all of the 

wonderful volunteers at Chapel by the Sea who helped in 

the Shrimp Parade on March 9 and at the Spaghetti Dinner 

on March 16. Chapel served 220 people plus volunteers, 

38 pounds of pasta, 16 1/2 gallons of sauce, 600 meatballs, 

16 pounds of Italian Sausage and 25 pounds of peppers 

and onions! 
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   2   Eva New 

   4   Marge Bejune 

   8   Patsy Cater 

   9   Stephen Joshua Adkison 

   9   Marge Buss 

   9   Louis Knipp 

  10  Lynda Monaco 

  11  Carol Phillips 

  12   Jaci Willow 

  13   Mary Gumm 

  13   Kenny Nienhaus 

  13   Patty Van Gorder 

April Birthdays 

15   Elise Missall 

16   Sharon Trantina  

 20   Sandy Branscom 

 21   Harvey Hagman 

 21   Heather Hicks 

 21   Judith McNeal 

 22   Don Coon 

 25   Jack Doller 

 25   Peg Stanzel 

 27   Marge Burrell 

 28   Will Jacobs 

 29   Charles McNear 

 30   Jodie Guenther 

  7  Bill & Anita Turner 

 13  Tim & Beth Cherry  

April Anniversaries 
16  Lloyd & Lynda Hicks 

30  Walt & Ruth Zook 

Flowers 
To honor a birthday or anniversary or to remember a 

loved one, order flowers for a Sunday Worship Service. 

Stop by the office, call or email to order. Cost is $25.00.  

The Shrimp Parade on 

 Fort Myers Beach on  

March 9, 2019 

Communion Sunday Luncheon 
All are welcome to enjoy lunch on April 7 in Silver Hall 

after the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

Clif Hart celebrated his birthday at Chapel in March. 

In Memorium 
Please pray for Kim Southworth & family on the passing  

of her mother, Rita Koprowski, on Friday, March 22, 



 

 

A Letter From Our Parish Nurse 
Happy Easter!  Food can be the Best Medicine.  Nutrition and Exercise go hand in hand to 

keep us healthy. Physicians are now writing prescriptions to the FARMACY not PHARMA-

CY…so that patients will go to farmers’ markets to buy colorful, fresh fruits and vegeta-

bles to eat at every meal.  One study showed that if you ate 4 or more servings of blue-

berries per week you were able to reduce your risk of a heart attack by 34 percent.  So, 

please visit our local Island farmers’ markets and include heart  healthy foods while plan-

ning your Easter menu. 

When your friends turn 65 in the next year, please encourage them to attend our Medi-

care 101 program at Chapel on April 23rd.  Here is an amazing statistic: about 10,000 baby 

boomers turn 65 years old each day …hopefully they will know their Medicare options as 

they are eligible for these important health care benefits at age 65 and beyond. 

Please mark April 11th on your calendar for a free lunch and learn at 11am in Silver 

Hall.  We are fortunate to have a Certified Senior Advisor, Bruce Lopes from Care Patrol, 

coming to tell us about retirement communities in our area.  This is a topic that involves 

many choices when you look at the senior living industry.  Even if you are not looking at 

this time for new housing, I encourage you to attend.  Care Patrol has evaluated providers 

and Bruce does a terrific talk to summarize how to understand what might be best for you 

or a loved one. Please, RSVP to the church office.  As always if you have questions about 

these programs or need help with a health care issue, call me at 239-463-3173 x 13.                                             

    Blessings for good health, Ann 

 

 

SHINE Medicare 101 Presentation  

by the Area Agency on Aging for SWFL 
Tuesday, April 23 in Silver Hall. Turning 65 or currently on Medicare? Attending a Medicare 

101 will provide you with information to help you make informed decisions about your Medi-

care coverage and costs. SHINE counselors provide free, unbiased and confidential counseling 

to Medicare beneficiaries, their caregivers, and those soon to be eligible. 

                                                          

Safer Senior Living – Your Goal, Our Mission 
Is It Time To Get Help? Join us on Thursday, April 11 at 11:00 a.m. in Silver 

Hall to discover more about your care needs and which options may best fit 

your needs now and in the future. 

Bruce Lopes, a Certified Senior Advisor, and Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum, RN 

will discuss how to choose the right community for yourself or a loved one. 

CarePatrol helps seniors and their families find Independent Living, Assisted 

Living and Memory Care Communities at no charge. Their goal is to find the 

safest Senior Living options possible. CarePatrol has spent thousands of hours evaluating each provider in their network by researching a 

facility’s state care and violation history. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to the church office at (239) 463-3173. 

 

The Right Fats and Oils 
Your brain is only 2 percent of your body weight; it consumes more than 

twenty percent of the oxygen and nutrients your body takes in. 

Omega-3 for your brain 

 Scientists believe that Omega-3 fatty acids of some fish are essential for a 

healthy mind. 

 Research suggests loading up on fish like salmon twice a week.  

Avocados are a healthy fat 

 The monounsaturated fats in avocados benefit brain function and promote healthy blood flow. 

 A healthy flow of blood to the brain means a highly functioning brain. 

Healthy oils provide benefits for your brain 

 Olive oil is high in antioxidants and a good source of vitamin E and Vitamin K, both which are good for the brain. 

 

Our Parish 

Nurse is available 

for health coun-

seling, health 

education and 

emotional/

spiritual support. 

Call the church 

office and Ann 

will return your 

call. The office 

hours for the 

Parish Nurse are 

Tuesday and 

Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

Ann Fossum, RN, BSN, FCN 

 (239) 463-3173 ext.13                                                                   

(239) 463-0256 fax                                                                     

ann@chapelbts.org 

April Health  

& Safety Message 
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On-Going  Activities at Chapel by the Sea 
 

Adult Sunday School — Sundays, 9:00 a.m., Chapel Library. Last 

class for the season will be on April 14.  
 

Children’s Church/Nursery — Sundays at the 10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service.  

 

Walking Club  — Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. on the patio to do 30-minute 

group walk together through nearby neighborhoods & beach with Parish 

Nurse Ann Fossum. Last Walking Club day of the season is April 16. 
 

Solomon’s Porch Adult Book Study and Discus-

sion — Tuesdays from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 

Scouting  — Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Silver Hall. Call Drew at 

(617) 416-2757,  drewyelle@gmail.com.  
 

YOGA — Decreases stress, improves balance, and promotes better 

sleep. The cost is $10.00 a class for Chapel members and $12.00 for non-

members. Contact Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum, RN (239) 463-3173 ext. 13 

or ann@chapelbts.org. 
 

Habitat for Humanity — Thursdays, leaving the rear of Chapel 

parking lot at 7:30 a.m., returning to Chapel by 3:30 p.m. Call Tom Kelly at 

(612)325-0450 for more information or to sign up. 
 

Sew N Sews — Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Rm.5, Silver Hall.  
 

Soup Kitchen — Chapel serves lunch at Immokalee Soup Kitchen 

on April 26. Sign-up sheets are available in Silver Hall.  
 

Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group 
— 2nd Friday of each month, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. in the Library of Silver Hall. 

Contact: Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum (239) 463-3173 ext. 13 or 

ann@chapelbts.org 
 

Healing Service —  After 10:00 a.m. service in the Sanctuary the 

3rd Sunday of each month. 

Once again Chapel will assist children who want to attend our 

Presbyterian Summer Camp, Cedarkirk, this summer. Programs 

are available for young people from grades 1-12. This is an amaz-

ing and life-changing experience for our kids. If you have a child 

or grandchild who may want to attend Cedarkirk, please contact 

Miffie Greer at miffieg@gmail.com or (239) 339-7684 for further 

information. Camp sessions fill quickly, so time is of the essence! We also welcome contributions designated for these experiences.  

SIS (Sisters In Sprit) 
SIS, Chapel's women's group will meet at Chapel on Tuesday, April 9, 2019, at 10:30 am. The speaker will be Joanne Shamp, Vice-Mayor 

of Fort Myers Beach. Lunch will take place afterwards at Tuckaway Cafe. For more information contact Nancy Combs (239)233-8630. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
The shoebox that you pack or items that you contribute to the Packing Party collection can change the 

life of a child. Marina, who lived in Romania, received a shoebox filled with gifts and a letter that read 

“JESUS LOVES YOU” The box became her treasured possession. Several years later her mother died, 

and Marina, age 16, was left alone to care for her blind grandmother. She returned to the church 

where she had received her box. There Marina discovered the love of God and the support that she 

and her grandmother so desperately needed. Now the church is part of her family. Marina thinks of 

her shoebox as her GOD BOX. 

 

The Habitat Team completed the siding of 

their 6th Habitat for Humanity House! 

mailto:miffieg@gmail.com
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The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison, Pastor/Head 

of Staff   (email: skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com) 

Michael Melnikov, Director of Music/Organist 

Ann Fossum, R.N., Parish Nurse 

Denise Armstrong, Office Administrator 

Holly Tribble, Administrative Assistant 

John Rotach, Facilities Manager 

Darren Harkulich, Sexton  

The Rev. Mr. Don Jafvert, Pastor Emeritus 

The Staff of Chapel by the Sea 

April Liturgists  
 

April 7      8:00 a.m.  Pastor Steve  

              10:00 a.m.  Sue Glatz  
    

April 14    8:00 a.m.  Pastor Steve  

              10:00 a.m.   
        

April 21     8:00 a.m. Pastor Steve   

              10:00 a.m. Phil Byers  
 

April 28    8:00 a.m.  Pastor Steve   

              10:00 a.m.  Jennifer Pinkard 
 

 

Broadway Palm,  

Second Chances-  

The Thrift Shop 

Musical  
Chapel by the Sea will 

attend the show 

“Second Chances-The 

Thrift Shop Musical” at 

Broadway Palm on 

April 9, 2019.  

 

www.chapelbts.org — Go online at-

www.chapelbts.org. for  the Chapel Calendar, 

and much more! Also check out the Chapel 

by the Sea Facebook page for pictures and 

upcoming events! 
 

E-Giving — With E-Giving, you can sup-

port the great ministry work we are doing 

together. What is E-Giving?...It’s a way for 

you to give faithfully through our website at 

www.chapelbts.org. 


