
 

          
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 

August/September 2017 
“No Greater Love”      

John 15:9-13; I Corinthians 13:4-8 
 

Grace and peace to you!  Lately, I’ve been meditating a lot on the topic of love, after hearing the Beatles song, “All 
You Need Is Love” on the radio.  So I asked myself: What is love anyway? It seems that when it comes to the “world’s” under-

standing of love and God’s understanding of love, we use the same word but we have different dictionaries. God’s love is much 
different from the love the world has to offer. The Bible speaks of a worldly, “Hollywood” kind of love, calling it in the original 

Greek “philedonos,” or the love for pleasure.  The motto for this kind of love would be “If it feels good, do it.”  It doesn’t mat-
ter if God is not pleased.  What matters most is the pleasure it brings, no matter the cost or the consequence.  In addition to 

this, there are other kinds of love.  For example, there is “eros” or a romantic love; “phileo” or a brotherly, friendly love; and 

finally, the greatest love of all, “agape” love. The Bible speaks often of agape love. What do we know about agape love?  Well, 

agape is a supernatural love which God freely gives to us, and it enables and empowers us to love others in ways that we can-
not normally love on our own.  And yet, there is so much more that we can say about this love. 

First, agape love is unconditional. This means that we love others without conditions. We love in spite of imperfec-

tions, flaws, limitations, shortcomings, and weaknesses. We even love when we are not loved in return. This obviously differs 
from human love which tends to be conditional. If we love others, we expect to be loved in return.  Human love always asks, 

“What’s in it for me?”  For example, consider this letter from Marie to her ex-fiancé Jimmy.  “Dearest Jimmy, no words 
could ever express the great unhappiness I’ve felt since breaking our engagement.  Please say you’ll take me back.  

No one could ever take your place in my heart, so please forgive me.  I love you!  I love you!  I love you!  Yours forev-
er, Marie.  P.S.  By the way, congratulations on winning the state lottery!”  What does this story illustrate?  That natural, 

human love is conditional, expecting something in return.  But with agape love, it is unconditional. So, no matter what you’ve 
said or done in your life, God loves you.  Furthermore, this is the kind of love that God calls us to have for others.  Mother 

Teresa said, “People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered.  Love them anyway.”  Even when we’re not loved in 
return or get anything out of it, God says to us, “Love them anyway” and love without conditions. 

Second, agape love is sacrificial.  This idea is captured in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, than to 
lay down his life for his friends.”  Agape love is sacrificial because it involves us taking our eyes off of ourselves and looking 

to the needs, the interests, and the problems of others. It’s so easy to be overly consumed with our own important stuff, but 

sacrificial, agape love calls us to look outward also. Agape love is sacrificial in that it means loving when you don’t feel like it, or 
don’t really want to, or when you have no reason to.  It means loving even when someone has wronged you, hurt you, or let 

you down.  Sacrificial, agape love means sharing in the suffering and the grief and the despair of another person.  This sacrificial 
kind of love according to the Apostle Paul is patient, kind, does not envy, does not boast, is not proud or rude or self-seeking, 

nor does it keep a record of wrongs.  It’s about laying down our lives for the life of another.  Once again quoting Mother Te-
resa, she said, “Love, to be real, must cost.  It must hurt.  It must empty us of self.”  That’s sacrificial, agape love. 

And last, agape love is unlimited.  There is no limit or end to this kind of love because it is a love that comes freely, 
abundantly, and infinitely from God.  Human love on the other hand is limited.  I once counseled with a couple that had been 

married for many years but were now considering divorce because, as the husband said, “the love just ran out.”  This may be 
true of human love but with agape love it never quits, never stops, never fails, and never “runs out.”  Thus, there is plenty of 

agape love to share with others, and furthermore, this needs to be more evident in our lives and in our churches now more 
than ever. Dr. Sherwood Wirt in his book Afterglow writes, “I have learned there is no point in talking about strong 

churches and weak churches, big churches and little churches, warm churches and cold churches.  Such categories are 

unrealistic and beside the point.  There is only a loving church or an unloving church?”  Are we a people and a church 
that loves unconditionally, sacrificially, and unreservedly?  I truly believe that it’s the agape love that we share with others that 

contributes to church growth more than anything. After all, nobody wants to be where they don’t feel loved by others.  I guess 
the old hymn is right when it says, “They will know we are Christians by our love.”  My friends, agape love is the mark of 

the true church and true Christianity.  If we don’t have this kind of love, then we have nothing. So, let us have this kind of love 
for one another, for our family, our friends, and even for strangers and enemies. Speaking of loving enemies, a wise person 

once said, “It is natural to love them that love us, but it is supernatural to love them that hate us.” 
In closing, Napoleon once said, “Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself founded empires.  But on what 

did we rest the creations of our genius?  Upon force.  Jesus Christ alone founded his empire on love.  And at this hour, 
millions would die for him.”  My friends, let us be active participants in this “empire of love” that Jesus founded and died for.  

Let us love others unconditionally, sacrificially, and unreservedly.  That is agape love, and there is no greater love than that.  To 
God be the glory, Amen. 

       In Christ’s love,  Pastor Steve 
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Stewardship 
HAPPY NEW YEAR !! The Session has approved the Finance/Stewardship Committee plan to change our Chapel budget year 

from a calendar year basis, as in past, to a fiscal year basis. This is an effort to facilitate the committee’s ability to manage expens-

es to income more closely and more accurately. For CBTS accounting purposes, our fiscal year (financial matters, official budget) 

will now run from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018. 

Given that our annual stewardship campaign takes place in February and March, when most of the congregation is here, the Fi-

nance Committee will now know the pledged income for the coming 12 months before we begin the budgeting process in April. 

The members and friends of Chapel By The Sea have always been good stewards and very generous in support of the operating 

budget, as well as special projects, and we appreciate and thank you. It is our desire to be even better managers for you! Your 

individual statements for the purpose of your income tax returns will still reflect your actual giving for the individual calendar tax 

year. Got it now? Happy New Year was July 1, 2017, (for CBTS accounting.) 

 

Church Dinner  
The Discipleship and Fellowship Committee would like to extend our gratitude to those who volunteered (see picture below) to 

help make our Spaghetti Dinners such a huge success. A special shout out to Arlene Fisher and Tanya Podley who spent many 

hours making the tastiest sauce and rolling hundreds of the most scrumptious meatballs. 

We also extend a hearty thank you to those who attended and supported our dinners. Without you, your family and beach com-

munity, we would not be able to provide the opportunity to come together and build deeper relationships.  

Speaking of “building,” the proceeds from these dinners go to our Kitchen Renovations Fund. We look forward to seeing all of 

you in October when our monthly dinners resume. 

 

Sew N Sews 
The Chapel Sew and Sews have continued activity throughout the summer. We make mis-

takes, share stories and have lots of laughs. You should join us! We are making quilts, sanitary 

supplies and dementia fidget blankets but are open to all kinds of projects. Anne Fos-

sum recently delivered crocheted chemo caps to the Lee Health Regional Cancer Center. 

Mary Gumm crocheted all of these caps! 
 
 

Sisters In Spirit (SIS) 

Sisters in Spirit (SIS) is a group of women at Chapel by the Sea who meet 

once a month. On Tuesday, August 8, SIS will meet at Nervous Nellies for 

lunch at 11:30 a.m. Both men and women are invited. The following month on 

Tuesday, September 11, SIS will go shopping for items for Operation Christ-

mas Child. The bus will leave the Chapel at 10:30 a.m. and our first stop will be Dollar Tree. 

After shopping we will have lunch at the Sunflower Café. Please fill out the communication 

card at Worship Service. For more information call Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630. 

 

Chapel by the Sea Spaghetti Dinner Volunteers 

You, too, can have your picture featured. Please consider volunteering next season. 

 

 

August Liturgists  

 August 6     Laura Miller 

 August 13   Lloyd Hicks  

 August 20   Beth Cherry  

 August 27   Janna Holmes  

 

September Liturgists  

 September 3    Laura Miller 

 September 10  Beth Cherry  

 September 17  Miffie Greer 

 September 24  Janna Holmes 
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Chapel Annual Concert Series for the 2017/2018 Season 

The season will begin with the Wild Coffee Duo, made up of Susie Kelly on cello and Abbey Allison on  piano, 

on Thursday, November 9, at 7:00 p.m. These talented musicians cover a wide range of musical styles. 
 

On December 7 at 7:00 p.m., we are fortunate to again host the Voices of Naples chorus as they perform their Christmas pro-

gram,  “Home for the Holidays.” This has become a very popular concert to usher in the Christmas holiday season. 
 

Thursday evening, January 18 at 7:00 p.m., will bring in Dr. Baron’s most talented piano students from the Florida Gulf Coast Uni-

versity. Attendees to these concerts in past seasons have been enthralled by the high level of piano talent that has been presented. 
 

In the following month, on February 15 at 7:00 p.m., we will once again experience the singing talent of TOMMYO, an internation-

al recording and performance artist, who brings us music from the Broadway stage to the Hollywood screen, and “everything in 

between.” We received many enthusiastic responses from those attending last year requesting a repeat performance this year. 
 

Kristine Stout, as ‘Joybell’, will return to Fort Myers Beach and Chapel to display her artistry, grace and humor as she plays three 

octaves of English hand bells all by herself. You will thoroughly enjoy her performance on Thursday, March 1, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

We will close out our season with a repeat performance of the Memory Makers Big Band performing their dance music from the 

1920’s through today. Their performance was enthusiastically received last season and will be held once again in Silver Hall on 

March 23 beginning at 7:00 p.m. Come prepared to either sit and enjoy the music or get out on the dance floor and dance to 

“your heart’s content.” 

Musical Opportunities and Outreach at Chapel 

There are many opportunities to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord” at Chapel. Honor and worship God through music by 

joining one of our three musical groups: Chancel Choir, Hand Bells and Chimes, or Chapel Cats. 

Each group has its own unique style. The Bells and Chimes lend a formal 

and traditional sound to the service; the Choir gives a spiritual connec-

tion to the service; and the Cats bring a toe-tapping, uplifting feeling to 

the service. Also, we need volunteers throughout the year for our spe-

cial services in the areas of soloists, singing groups and instrumentalists. 

Our Music Director, Michael Melnikov is always available to discuss, in 

more depth, the different aspects of each group. Call or email Michael at 

(239) 331-5301 or mmelnikov3@aol.com.  
                              

Chancel Choir – Chapel needs choir members year-round. Practice is 

Sunday mornings from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in the Music Room (Silver Hall), followed by the choir singing at the 10:00 a.m. ser-

vice. From November until Easter, choir practice is also held Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. to 12 Noon. In addition to singing at 

the regular 10:00 a.m. service, the choir may sing at special services such as Christmas Eve and Good Friday. 
 

Chimes – Practice is Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the church choir balcony, when scheduled to participate in a Sunday 

morning service. Learning chimes is rewarding in-of-itself, and is an introduction to mastering the bells. 
 

Hand Bells – Practice is Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. Additional practice is scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. on those 

Sunday mornings when they are to be part of the 10:00 a.m. service. Hand Bells may also participate in special services. 
 

Chapel Cats – Sing during Communion service. Practice is the Wednesday before the 1st Sunday of each month at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Special Music – Vocalists and instrumentalists are encouraged to provide music for the 8:00 a.m. services during ‘season,’ and as 

a supplement to the chancel choir during all worship services throughout the year. 
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Operation Christmas Child 
Good News! It’s Shoebox Time again, an opportunity to bring JOY and to change the life of a child. Why is your gift so important? 

Each gift box represents a precious gift of God. Many children have never received a gift before and many have never heard the 

Good News of a Savior who loves them. Chapel has been collecting items for the shoeboxes throughout the year. Our shoebox 

collection officially begins on Sunday, September 10, 2017 and will continue until November 12, 2017. 

            

Twins Tell Their Story of Appreciation 
Shanika and Sherika, born in Jamaica  and raised in a Christian family, were so happy to 

receive shoeboxes. Among their gifts were notebooks and pencils. Previously, in order 

for the girls to each have school supplies, their father cut an 8”x 9”notebook in half. He 

also broke their only pencil in half and sharpened each piece with a knife because they 

had no pencil sharpener. 

Much later, after the family had moved  to Virginia and the girls had graduated from 

college, a Samaritan’s Purse video was shown at their church. They shouted with joy 

when they recognized the shoebox airplane logo in the video -   “We were shoebox 

recipients in Jamaica!” They shared their story right there. It was moving to see how 

much the church members appreciated hearing them talk about the lasting influence the 

shoeboxes had on their Christian walk. They knew that they had to keep sharing their 

story of the message of how God is working to spread His message of Love and Joy. 

Labor Day Luncheon 
Join us Sunday, September 3, following Worship and Communion Ser-

vices for our Labor Day Weekend Picnic. We will gather in Silver Hall 

to celebrate and share food,  fellowship and watermelon seed-spitting 

fun! All are welcome!   

Parking  

Volunteers  

Needed  
Chapel will open its 

overflow parking lot 

to beach goers over 

the Labor Day week-

end, starting Saturday, 

September 2, 2017.   

We need parking at-

tendants to help over the 3-day period. Please contact Ed Milde at (239) 

322-7828 if you are available one or all of the following days:   

Saturday, September 2 from 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, September 3 from 12:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

Monday September 4 from 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. for the first shift and 

12:00 p.m. —- 4:00 p.m. for the second shift. Parking attendant t-shirts 

will be available when you arrive on your selected day.  

 

 

 

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre 

Schedule for 2017-2018 
 

Groovin' — Wednesday, September 27 
 

   Pippin — Wednesday, November 15 
 

   A Christmas Story — Wednesday, December 13 
 

   Chicago — Wednesday, January 17 
 

   Mamma Mia — Wednesday, February 21 
 

   My Fair Lady — Wednesday, April 18 
 

   Ring Of Fire — Wednesday, May 30 
 

   Annie — Wednesday, July 11  

 

Looking forward to a wonderful season of shows at 

Broadway Palm. We hope you will join in the fun!  

The $65.00 ticket includes the meal, the show and 

tax. The church bus leaves Chapel at 4:30 p.m. and 

also picks up off island people on Pine Ridge. Please 

call Anita Turner at (239) 357-9883 for reservations. 

There is a limited number of tickets available for 

each show, so please be sure to let us know if you 

would like to attend. Thanks! 

All tickets are $65.00 except for Groovin' which is 

$45.00 

 

Cub Scouts 
The new season of Cub Scouts  will start on 

September  6, 2017.  The group meets every 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at Chapel by the Sea 

in Silver Hall. If you know of any children who 

would like to join or have questions, contact 

Ed Milde, Chapel member and Cub Scout Liai-

son, at (239) 322-7828. Please spread the 

word and bring a friend. 

tel:239-357-9883
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The baptism of Rya Snipes on 

 June 25, 2017. 

The 4th of July Parade on Fort Myers Beach. Miffie Greer was the 

Grande Marshall of the Parade.  

The Italian Church Dinner at Chapel. 

Summer-time at  

Chapel by the Sea 
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A Letter From Our Parish Nurse 

Happy Summer, 

I hope that you are enjoying this time of year with less traffic on Estero 

Blvd., which allows us more time to appreciate our beautiful Island.   

We all know that eating right is just plain smart. Eating healthy foods can 

profoundly influence our lives and our health in the long term. In order to 

promote healthy foods that taste great, we are having a lunch and learn 

on August 17th at 11:30 a.m. in Silver Hall.  Join Ed Milde and me for this free delicious lunch and fun discussion. 

Looking forward to September and Back to School month…We will be having a special presentation on Septem-

ber 26th at 10:00 a.m. in Silver Hall on child –proofing your life again, for your grandchildren. Child advocacy spe-

cialist, Jamie Hoover, will join us from Golisano Children’s Hospital to update us on the latest ways to keep a safe 

environment for the kids. I hope that you can join our church community for one or both of these programs which will  help us 

improve our nutrition and safety.       Blessings For Good Health, Ann 

 

Ann Fossum, RN, BSN, FCN 

Chapel by The Sea  

Presbyterian Church P.O. Box 2997 

 Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931 

 (239) 463-3173 ext.13                                                                   

(239) 463-0256 fax                                                                     

ann@chapelbts.org 

 

Upcoming Health and Safety Programs at Chapel  
 

Food for Thought 
Thursday, August 17, 11:30 a.m. , Silver Hall “LUNCH & LEARN”  

with Ed Milde & Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum, RN 
We will explore new, healthy food choices; discuss wellness topics; and implement small, but impactful, changes to your diet and 

lifestyle to feel more energized. Take this opportunity to learn how to swap out one sugary ingredient or an unhealthy fat with a 

natural, alternative ingredient to transform your dish into a healthier, wiser choice. 

Lunch will feature Black Bean Soup, Brussel Slaw, Sprouted Bread and our “Special Ingredient” Brownies. At the end of our meal, 

who will be able to name that mystery ingredient? Take the first steps to a healthy path. 

RSVP to chapel@chapelbts.org or (239) 463-3173 x20. 

Reminder: Sew n Sews gathers every Thursday from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in Room 5 of Silver Hall. The group breaks for 

lunch at 11:30 a.m.. Please consider joining Sew n Sews at 10:00 a.m. then join us for “Lunch & Learn”. 

 

Childproofing Your Life Again…For Your Grandkids 

Tuesday, September 26 from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in Silver Hall 
Revisit how to create a safe and fun space for your grandchildren. We will discuss a variety of topics to achieve this goal, led by 

Jamie Hoover, Child Advocacy Program Coordinator for Lee Health. Some of the topics that will be discussed are car seat safe-

ty, medicine safety, bike and helmet safety, sleeping safety and home safety. Together we can make our grandchildren’s visits 

both fun & SAFE. Program is free and open to the entire community. RSVP to chapel@chapelbts.org or call (239) 463-3173. 

For questions? Call Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum, RN (239) 463-.3173 ext. 13 or ann@chapelbts.org. 

Ann Fossum, RN,  
Parish Nurse 

August/September Health  

& Safety Message  

Chapel held the Aging to Perfection Program 

in July. A special thank you to Carlos who led the program and to everyone who attended.  

mailto:ann@chapelbts.org
mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org
mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org
mailto:ann@chapelbts.org
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  August Birthdays 

2    Emory Brown 

4    Jean Epperson  

   6    Jack Palmer 

   7    Dudley Moore  

   8    Carolyn Knott 

   8    Sue Sebby 

  12   Huggy Ellyatt 

 14   Ed Osborne  

  17   Ron Willow 

  20   Rex LeCocq 

  21   Char Hamilton 

  22   Marylu Marshall  

  23   Eddie Collins 

  25   Karen Rhude  

  25   Ginny Slavens 

  27   Dottie Callahan 

  27   Jack Garner 

  30   Beverly Brown 

August  Anniversaries 
 

   6    Jack & Marge Burrell 

   7    Ron & Joan Edman 

  12   Bob & Kathro Taylor 

  15   Louis & Lynda Monaco 

  19    John & Ginny Slavens 

  20    Rudy & Peg Stanzel 

  24   Kim & Marianne Worden 

  25   Dick & Priscilla Wonkka 

  26   Doug & June Bidgood 

  27   John & Nancy 

         Henneberger 
  

New Members 
Marge Bejune, Don Calder, 

 Rya Snipes 

Flowers 

To have flowers displayed at 

the Sunday Worship Service 

and noted in the weekly bulle-

tin, fill out a card in the 

Church Office and the chart 

on the bulletin board,  

September Birthdays 

   2    Elaine Brinkman 

   3    Arlene Fisher 

   4    Tom Swanbeck 

   7    Ron Buss 

   7    Joan Edman   

  10   Hal Miller 

  13   Bob Liston 

  15   Blanche Eilert-Brown 

  17   Steve Fisher 

  17   Phyllis Koehler 

  17   Pauline Syler 

  18   Kelly Charles 

  19   Kelsey Collins 

  20   Donna Tabbert 

  24   Mary Ann Geib 

  25   Preston Brinkman 

  26   Grace VandenBerg 

  27   Bill Turner 

  28   Patty Krulik 

  29   Doug Bidgood 

  29   Beth Ann Cherry 

  29   FaithAnn McNear  

September   

Anniversaries 

 7    John & Nancy Remington 

10   Louis & Jean Knipp 

11  Jack & Julie Palmer 

15   Tom & Kathy McFalls 

22   Don & Sandy Branscom 

25   Ed & Cindy Collins 

In Memorium 
Please pray for the family of 

Joan Calder who passed away 

on July 14, 2017. 

Mary Lou Ellyatt celebrated her  

90th birthday here at Chapel in June. 

Bill & Eileen Pearson celebrated their 69th 

Wedding Anniversary here at Chapel in July. 



Phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      Email: holly@chapelbts.org  

website: www.Chapelbts.org 
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Fort Myers Beach, FL 33932 
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Groups & Activities at Chapel by the Sea 
 

Solomon’s Porch Theological Reading Group —This group meets in the Session Room of Silver Hall every 

Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. The book is The Gospel of Mary Magdalene. 
 
 

Children’s Church — All children are welcome to join our Children’s Church and Nursery on Sunday mornings at 

the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.  
 

Immokalee Soup Kitchen — Chapel members volunteer at the Immokalee Soup Kitchen the fourth Friday of 

each month. The Chapel bus leaves at 9:30 a.m., returns about 2:45 p.m. The sign-up sheets are posted in Silver Hall. 


