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Chapel by the Sea Presbyterian Church, USA 

PO Box 2997 Fort Myers Beach, FL 33932         Phone (239) 463–3173 

Email: Chapel@Chapelbts.org FAX: (239) 463-0256 

Website: www.Chapelbts.org 

Staff  

The Rev. Dr. Gary L. Bagley, Interim Pastor 

 The Rev. Don Jafvert, Pastor Emeritus   

Michael Melinkov, Director of Music/Organist 

Jimmy Steele, Director of Education & Youth 

Sheila Morales, Parish Nurse 

Tamara McPheron, Administrator 

Holly Tribble, Administrative Assistant 

Chuck Elston, Sexton 

Session 

2013 - Marja Cook, Huggy Ellyatt, Chuck Golden,  

   Don Ivester, Bill Peasrson 

2014 - Jan Kitchen, Bob Nunn, Dean Southworth 

2015 - Bill Turner, Landon Doggett, Elaine Brinkman 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE:   

Thank you to the volunteers who took the time to make phone calls as 

we try our best to have accurate information in our new directory.   

The directory has been shipped to the plant after going  

through the “proofing” stage, and should be shipped and available  

mid to late summer.  

 

CHAPEL'S MISSION/OUTREACH   
Seasonal Chapel members have left but we still have the  responsibility 

of "manning" the Immokalee Soup Kitchen on the second Wednesday 

and fourth Friday during the summer. The church bus leaves at  

9:30 am and gets back about 2:30. There is a sign up sheet in  

Silver Hall or call the church office.   

 

   

Chapel by the Sea  
Glad Tidings, August 2013 

 

Celebrating 75 Years of  

Service to our Lord on  

Fort Myers Beach! 
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From the Interim Pastor…     

ast Sunday, the congregation met following worship for a Called  

Meeting to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). On behalf of 

the general nominating committee, Chair Bill Pearson submitted the  

following nominations: 

Dottie Callahan 

Tim Cherry 

Dick Geib 

Laura Miller 

Louis Monaco 

Joyce Riggleman 

(Alternate) Wanda Prater 

Two additional nominations were made to increase the total number to eight 

regular members and one alternate member. The additional nominations were: 

Miffie Greer 

Carol Phillips 

All eight regular members and one alternate were elected. On Monday, I  

communicated with Peace River Presbytery’s General Presbyter and the chair of 

Peace River’s Committee on Ministry (COM) informing both of our PNC  

election. Also, I requested that the COM appoint a liaison and set up an initial 

orientation meeting with our committee. 

As someone recently said in a Transition Team meeting, the election and work 

of a Pastor Nominating Committee is extremely important in the life of a  

congregation. Please give to these elected members your strong support,  

encouragement, and prayers. Their process requires diligence, tedious work, 

preparation, patience, and an ongoing openness to the guidance of the Spirit. 

Sunday, August 4, we extend our blessings and best wishes to Jimmy Steele as 

he moves to Orlando to begin work at the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 

as Director of Youth and Family Ministry. A reception for Jimmy will follow 

Sunday’s worship. 

A new Director for Chapel’s KidZ Days after school program should be in place 

by this coming Sunday and our program is on track to begin August 8, the first 

day of school. Thanks to the wonderful volunteers, the Discipleship and  

Fellowship Committee, and staff for their great help in preparation for the new 

school year. 

 

        —Gary 

 
L 
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Jack & Marge Burrell   08/06   

(over 50 years) 

Jeff and Jeanne Butzer  08/06 

Bob & Rosejane Smith  08/06   

(63 years) 

Ron & Joan Edman       08/07   

(54 years) 

Bill & Cheri Boyer         08/09 

Eugene & Sally Kelley  08/12   

(57 years) 

Bob & Kathro Taylor     08/12   

(52 years) 

Louis & Lynda Monaco  08/15 

(over 50 years) 

      Mel & Dee Sandquist    08/15  

(65 years) 

John & Ginny Slavens         08/19   

(63 years) 

Rudy & Peg Stanzel             08/20   

(53 years) 

Kim & Marianne Worden   08/24   

(50 years) 

Dick & Priscilla Wonkka    08/25   

(57 years) 

Doug & June Bidgood        08/26 

 

John & Nancy Henneberger 08/27   

(64 years) 

August Celebrations 

1 Chris McCartney   

2 Jim Koprowski,  Emory Brown   

4 Betty Burgess , Jean Epperson   

6 Jack Palmer, Denise McCarthy   

7 Dudley Moore 

8 Clemy Pedersen ,Sue Sebby 

Glenda Joy Kraft  

9 Edgar Read   

12 Huggy Ellyatt   

14 Bill Cales , Arnold Vogel  

       Ed Osborne    

       Nathanael Dean Stevens  

15 June Dorman, Kirk Charles  

16 Audry Warwick, Terry Magnuson 

17 Ron Willow, Jerry Steohenson 

18 Virginia Brodbeck 

        Barbara Cales   

       Rachel Ann Dixon  

20 Rex Miller LeCocq  

       Lisa Delrose  

21  Char Hamilton  

22  Marylu Marshall  

23  Alex Peterson  

       Eddie Collins   

25 Marjorie Westhaver  

      Ginny Slavens 

       Maggie Fox   

       Rose Consolloy  

27   Jack Garner  

        Dottie Callahan  

      Jason Freeman  

28 Sally Patton   

29 Tom Sparkes  

30 Beverly Brown  
        

 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
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   Happenings at Chapel by the Sea 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
 

It's Shoe Box Time 

Since 1993, more than 100 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have 

experienced God's love through the power of shoe box gifts. 

Please consider preparing a gift box and pray for the needs of the child who 

may receive it. Boxes are due Sunday, November 17. 

 

 

 3 

Transition Team 

Report of the Transition Team 
 

Here’s some information about the Transition Team—a group of eight people, 

appointed by Dr. Bagley about a month ago, hopefully representing a cross-

section of the church membership. 

 

Our purpose is to assist Gary in guiding Chapel through the Five Developmen-

tal Tasks of the Interim Period. Currently, analyzing and affirming/re-affirming 

Chapel’s mission has been our focal point. It is our intention that this work (plus 

strengthening leadership, reaffirming our denomination and community connec-

tions, and preparing the congregation for the new pastor) will be of assistance to 

the Pastor Nominating Committee and the congregation. We’ve looked at 

demographic information for the island, discussed the qualities that are unique 

to Chapel by the Sea, had some wide-ranging discussions about how Chapel can 

continue to adapt to the future, and, of course, have agreed to disagree about a 

number of things. 

 

Our first consensus, the first thing that we all agreed to…is that, rather than 

conducting a protracted study of church identity, values, goals, missions, and so 

forth, we need to expedite the process of finding a permanent called pastor.  

We’ve all had indications that the congregation is uneasy with the uncertainty 

that’s inherent in any “interim” situation and is anxious to see progress toward 

finding a permanent pastor. We proposed to select a Pastor Nominating Com-

mittee as soon as possible…with the thought that our work will compliment that 

of the PNC. With Gary’s encouragement, we made this recommendation to Ses-

sion. The result of this recommendation is a Congregational Meeting scheduled 

for next Sunday, July 28, to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee. 

 

As that elected committee begins to work with Peace River Presbytery to find 

suitable candidates, our Transition Team will continue to gather information for 

their eventual use.  Our biggest hurdle in this compressed time frame is getting 

input from all of you in the congregation. We would welcome your ideas and 

opinions regarding the future of Chapel, its special needs, and criteria for the 

selection of a new called Pastor. 
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We ask that you please share your thoughts with us…in Silver Hall after Sun-

day services, by telephone, or by e-mail.  Our names, phone numbers, and e-

mails are listed below: 

Landon Doggett, on behalf of the Transition Team 

 

Don Cady    401-789-7721       donaldfcady@gmail.com   

Landon Doggett    239-463-5583       rldoggett@live.com    

Miffie Greer    239-765-6560       miffieg@gmail.com    

Rexann Hosafros  239-463-7227       rhosafros@gmail.com   

Butch Lloyd    239-765-0464       beachhousefl@embarqmail.com 

Bob Nunn    239-463-4499        rnunbetr@aol.com    

Carol Phillips    239-337-6591        cphillips@helmsbriscoe.com  

Bill Saunders     239-454-1598       WJSBJS5806@aol.com  

Highlights From The July 23rd  Meeting Of Session 

 Minutes from the Stated Session Meeting of June 25 were approved with 

corrections. 

 The remaining balance from the 75th Anniversary Fund was transferred into 

the General Fund as all expenses have been paid. 

 Income from Bachman Funds will be used to help fund the Music  

      Director’s salary. 

 Recorded with sadness the death of long time member, Jim Spangler on 

July 6, 2013. 

 The resignation of Jimmy Steele was accepted, with regrets and with best 

wishes for his new ministry.  After worship on August 4th we will have a 

      farewell reception for Jimmy, which will be his last day with Chapel.  

 A Policy and Procedure was put into place for Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 

 A Policy and Procedure was put into place to utilize Community Service 

requests. 

 The job description for the After School Director was revised. 

 All committees are requested to review their Policies and Procedures and 

submit any recommended changes to Session. 

 Next Stated Session Meeting will be August 27th at 7pm. 

Highlights From The June 25th Meeting of Session 

 Received Janna Holmes by Transfer into membership of Chapel. 

 Reinstatement of Chris Dunn into membership of Chapel. 

 Removal of Joy Warren from membership of Chapel, as per her  

      request. 
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Happenings at Chapel By The Sea 
 

KIDZ DAYS after school program is just about to start and we NEED your 

HELP!  Kidz Days is a wonderful outreach of this church to teach the word of 

God to our local children. There is a great need for parents to find a safe,  

structured, and helpful environment for their children while they are at work. 

Won't you please support it? The gift of a healthy snack after school is so  

important to these young children.  We need to be consistent and therefore Kidz 

Days is committed to a strict healthy snack list.  If you want to help with a gift 

of money, the Kidz program would greatly appreciate it.  Do you have time to 

volunteer a little time to us?  The children are in the after school program from 

2:15-5:30pm. There is homework to do,  so any time you could give us would 

be greatly appreciated.  We are so blessed and we depend on your prayer and 

support of this after school program. God bless and thank you! 

    Janna and the Kidz Days Advisory Panel. 

 

Special Thanks 
We want to express our gratitude to Gary, Sheila, and to all our Chapel friends 

for the prayers, care, cards and kindness you have given us during our recovery 

from the accidents. Thank you for all the delicious food you shared with us. We 

thank the Lord and his angels for the care and protection they have provided. 

And we give thanks to Him for our wonderful Chapel Family…… 

   Lovingly, Phil and Tonya Reasoner. 

 

Thank you to our ushers during the months of June and July 
June … Marja Cook, Eva New, Bob and Joyce Nunn, and Arnie Vander Spool. 

July… Elise Missall, Rexann Hosefras, Dave Pohl. Jan Kitchen, Bob Young, 

Ginny Young, Maxine Zammerilla, Betty Grebs 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: The 2013 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the office. 

The cost of each floral arrangement has been lowered from $30.00, down to  

$25.00   Please sign the chart to order Sanctuary flowers In Celebration, In 

Honor, or In Memory of your loved ones.  Remember to also fill out a card on 

file in the office. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:donaldfcady@gmail.com
mailto:rldoggett@live.com
mailto:miffieg@gmail.com
mailto:rhosafros@gmail.com
mailto:beachhousefl@embarqmail.com
mailto:rnunbetr@aol.com
mailto:cphillips@helmsbriscoe.com
mailto:WJSBJS5806@aol.com
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Jimmy’s Letter   
      
To the members and friends of Chapel by the Sea, 

I know that for many of you who have not been in church during the recent 

weeks, this letter may have caught you by surprise.  On behalf of my family, I 

want to once again say thank you for your prayers and support and for the  

wonderful send off that you have provided me.  I will look forward to visiting 

you from time to time and would love to keep in touch with you on facebook 

and through email.  For anyone who wishes to stay in touch, my home email is 

jsteele80@me.com , and effective August 11th, jimmy@grace.to will be my new 

work email.  Please keep in touch. I am once again sharing the letter that was 

shared in the July 21st bulletin for those of you who were unable to be in church.  

May God continue to guide and bless you during the transition time here at 

Chapel. 

July 15, 2013 

Dear Members and friends of Chapel by the Sea, 

It is with a sense of sadness yet at the same time a great sense of excitement that 

I write you this letter. I am very grateful that God called me to Chapel last 

March to be a part of this great family and to begin my full time ministry.  

Though my time here at Chapel has been limited, I have enjoyed every minute 

of it, and have learned so much about myself and the gifts that God instilled 

within me. 

I am excited to share with you that God has called me to move on to the next 

phase of my ministry serving Him as Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

at Grace Covenant Church in Orlando.  This move will allow me to focus solely 

on teenagers and their families which is where my true passion is, and will also 

allow me to be closer to my family.  As I mentioned, my time here at Chapel 

has helped me grow so much, and I am so thankful for the lifelong friendships, 

relationships, and bonds that have formed during my time at Chapel by the Sea. 

Thank you once again to each of you for your support, prayers, and encourage-

ment during my time here. The ministry I have been blessed to provide to 

Chapel would not have been possible without each of you. Please know that I 

will continue to give 100 percent until my last day, and that I will continue to 

hold Chapel by the Sea and each of you in my heart and in my prayers. I  

appreciate each of you doing the same for me.  I look forward to keeping in 

touch with you and hearing about how God works through the Chapel by the 

Sea over the next 75 years. 

     In His Service, 

      Jimmy Steele 
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 Installation of alarms in Silver Hall due to recent “breaking and  

      entering.” 

 God's Table will be asked to help with the installation cost and the 

monthly expenses of the alarms in Silver Hall.  

 Establishment of a Pastor’s Discretionary Fund for special mission 

projects. 

 Missions and Outreach will donate to Disaster Relief in Oklahoma 

 Royal Scoop Ice Cream Shop was granted permission to use Chapel’s 

parking lot on June 29, 2013 from noon to 3pm as part of their Grand 

Opening Celebration. 

 There will be a Congregational Meeting to elect a Pastor Nominating 

Committee on Sunday, July 28, 2013 following the 10am worship.  

 Next Stated Session Meeting will be Tuesday, July 23th at 7pm. 

A Word From Your Parish Nurse 
Follow This Plan to Avoid Being Scammed 

As the peak of hurricane season quickly closes in on Southwest Florida, the Lee 

County Sheriff’s Office reminds residents what to look for and how to stay 

away from some of the most common scams and frauds that may occur after a 

natural disaster.  

When preparing your hurricane survival kit this year, don’t  

forget to include these very important “post-hurricane” safety and security tips 

to avoid being taken advantage of by con-artists who love to prey on disaster  

victims:  

Identity Thieves – Inclement weather may force you to abandon your home 

due to flooding and wind, leaving your personal items vulnerable to being scat-

tered around town.  Now is the time to shred sensitive information and place 

items such as your social security card, birth certificate and passport in a  

secured, water-proof container.  If you are forced to relocate from your home, 

be sure to contact your local post office as soon as possible to either forward 

your mail or place it on hold as identity thieves have been known to collect 

 information from abandoned houses.  

Dishonest contractors – If you have property damage you will most likely 

want to have it repaired as quickly as possible so you can regain a sense of nor-

malcy. This mindset can leave you vulnerable to fly-by-night contractors look-

ing to make a quick buck.  Beware of high price temporary repairs, a request for 

a large cash deposit, or pushy salesmen.  If at all possible it is always best to get 

at least three written estimates by contractors who have roots in   the local  

community.   

mailto:jsteele80@me.com
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A Word From Your Parish Nurse...continued 
 

Fraudulent representation of FEMA – After a disaster, you may encounter 

someone who claims to be a FEMA representative.  Beware of phone calls and 

individuals who go door-to-door asking for your social security and/or bank 

account numbers, FEMA registration number or other sensitive material.  

FEMA reps typically will not take an active role in seeking out individuals, but 

will make themselves accessible to victims by travelling through damaged ar-

eas. If in doubt, contact the Sheriff’s Office.  

Charitable phishing or spoofing alerts – Beware of websites and e-mails so-

liciting donations for disaster victims.   To ensure contributions to U.S. based 

non-profit organizations are received and used for intended purposes, go di-

rectly to the website of recognized charities and aid organizations’, as opposed 

to following links provided in e-mails. All internet scam complaints can be for-

warded to www.ic3.gov.  

If you have a question about this topic, or if you would like to report a fraud, 

please contact the Lee County Sheriff's Office Fraud line at 239-477-1242.  If 

you would like a public speaker for your organization or community group, 

please contact 239-477-1400.  The Lee County Sheriff’s Office Community 

Relations Section proudly brings you this month’s Safety and Security Tip and 

reminds everyone to share this information with your co-workers, family, 

friends, and neighbors. Should you like more information about this topic, or 

have any safety or security related questions, or would like to arrange a speaker 

to attend your meeting please call our Community Relations Section at 239-477

-1400. Please visit our website at www.sheriffleefl.org. To reach your Crime 

Prevention Specialist directly: Those living in North Fort Myers, Pine Island 

and portions of Cape Coral may contact Crime Prevention Specialist Trisha 

Bissler at 239-477-1801 or tbissler@sheriffleefl.org. Those living in Lehigh 

Acres, Alva and portions of East Fort Myers may contact Crime Prevention 

Specialist Larry Gutridge at 239-477-1802 or lgutridge@sheriffleefl.org. Those 

living in the Fort Myers Beach area and portions of South Fort Myers may con-

tact Crime Prevention Specialist Michelle Sargis at 239-477-1803 or 

msargis@sheriffleefl.org. Those living in the Bonita Springs, Estero and San 

Carlos Park area may contact Crime Prevention Specialist Ron Kohl at 239-477

-1804 or rkohl@sheriffleefl.org. Those living in the Central Fort Myers area 

and the portions of East Fort Myers may contact Crime Prevention Coordinator 

Kevin Farrell at 239-477-2821 or kfarrell@sheriffleefl.org. 
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Health Ministry Newsletter 
 

Protect Your Skin from Sun Damage  
(Information from: Skin Cancer Foundation at skincancer.org)  

Skin Cancer is the most common form of cancer in the United States.  

More than 3.5 million are diagnosed annually. One in five Americans will  

develop skin cancer in their lifetime.  
 

1. Just because you can not see your shadow doesn’t mean you are  

safe from the sun’s damaging rays. Up to 80% of UV rays can go  

through the clouds. Use a sunscreen with SPF >15 on exposed skin.  

Reapply every 1-2 hours. Wear a hat to protect head, face and ears.  

2. People of color are less likely to develop skin cancer but they  

have a higher risk of dying from it. A type of melanoma is more common in  

darker skinned people and can be seen near mouth, under the nails or  

on the palms of hands or soles of feet. Be aware of dark spots. Get checked.  

3. A person’s risk for melanoma doubles if he or she has had more than 5  

sunburns at any age.  

Basal Cell cancer is the most common type of skin cancer and Squamous Cell is 

the second. All are caused by the Ultraviolet Radiation from the sun. Any skin 

spot that is flaky and bleeds easily needs to be checked or a mole that changes 

color or size. Get your skin checked yearly by a doctor.  

 

Protect Your Body From Dehydration  
 (Information adapted from: WebMD.com) 

 

Dehydration is a condition that happens when the loss of the water in our body 

is greater than the amount of water we take into our body. The body is then out 

of balance. This can be dangerous.  

Causes for Dehydration: Fever or to much heat/sun exposure 

Vomiting or diarrhea, Unable to drink fluids, Large area of skin burns 

Symptoms of Dehydration in Adults:  Increased thirst, dry mouth, swollen 

tongue, weakness, dizziness, confusion, heart beats faster, pounding chest,  

fainting. See your doctor if  adult has increased or constant vomiting for more 

than one day or diarrhea for more than 2 days and/or has a fever of 101 degrees. 

Go to Emergent care if adult has a fever higher than 103, and/or confusion, 

headache, seizure, difficulty breathing, chest or abdomen pain, no urine out in 

24 hours.   

              

http://www.ic3.gov/
http://www.sheriffleefl.org/
mailto:tbissler@sheriffleefl.org
mailto:lgutridge@sheriffleefl.org
mailto:msargis@sheriffleefl.org
mailto:rkohl@sheriffleefl.org
mailto:kfarrell@sheriffleefl.org

