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Fort Myers Beach, Florida 

      

A THANKFUL ATTITUDE 

Hello, once again, to the Chapel by 

the Sea community and grace and peace 

to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ!  November is here, cooler 

temperatures are in the air, and the mo-

mentum is building, as we move toward 

the “Winter Season.”  There is a new en-

ergy all around and within us.  In fact, 

Chapel’s sanctuary is getting more and more crowded with each passing Sunday, 

and I am thankful to God for all of God’s gracious gifts to us. 

Since Thanksgiving is around the corner, I have been reading various pieces 

of literature that deal with being thankful.  One devotion I read on giving thanks 

comes from a book that a Chapel friend gave me a couple of years ago.  The 

book is entitled, “Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence” and its 

author is Sarah Young.  It is dated November 22, and I’d like to share this with 

you in its entirety. 

“A THANKFUL ATTITUDE opens windows of heaven. Spiritual 

blessings fall free onto you through those openings into eternity. More-

over, as you look up with a grateful heart, you get glimpses of Glory 

through those windows. You cannot yet live in heaven, but you can ex-

perience foretastes of your ultimate home. Such samples of heavenly 

fare revive your hope. Thankfulness opens you up to these experiences, 

which then provide further reasons to be grateful. Thus your path be-

comes an upward spiral: ever increasing in gladness.  Thankfulness is 

not some sort of magic formula; it is the language of Love, which ena-

bles you to communicate intimately with Me. A thankful mind-set 

does not entail a denial of reality with its plethora of problems. In-

stead, it rejoices in Me, your Savior, in the midst of trials and tribula-

tions. I am your refuge and strength, an ever-present and well-proved help 

in trouble.” 

During this Thanksgiving, may we meditate on these words, receive them 

into our hearts, and go forth each day with a thankful attitude.  May God richly 

bless you and Chapel by the Sea! 

 

      In Christ’s love, 

      Dr. Steve Adkison 

      Pastor/Head of Staff 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

Year-to-date Receipts   

(as of 9/31/16) 

 Contributions/Pledges  $318,658     

 Expenses                     $320,699 

 _______________________________ 

 Net  :(   $2,041 
 

** Does not include contributions or 

expenses related to restricted and 

capital funds. 
 

Our ministry, here at Chapel, is most 

fully carried out when our hearts are 

full of love, justice, and generosity in 

sharing what we have with oth-

ers.  Equipped for every good work, 

we present ourselves and our tithes 

and offerings before God. 

Adult Sunday School 
Join us in at Chapel by the Sea in the 

library for our Adult Sunday School 

Class, led by Laura Miller. The class 

started on October 16th, and meets 

every Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m. before Worship Service. This sea-

son will be studying The Gospels... 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

 

Solomon’s Porch  

Theological Reading 

Group 
Adult Study and  Discussion 

The Cost of Discipleship   

 By Dietrich Bonhoeffer   

 Tuesday, 3:00 p.m.    

Session Room, Silver Hall   

 

Fort Myers Beach Cub 

Scouts 
FMB Cub Scouts, sponsored by Chapel 

the by Sea, will meet every two weeks 

on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Silver 

Hall. Applications for boys and parents 

are now available in the Chapel office. 

For more details or questions, please 

contact Drew Yelle at 

drewyelle@gmail.com or (617) 416-

2757. Chapel Liaison is Ed Milde 

(mlnr2b@aol.com).  

Remembering One of Our Own 

and a Salute to All Veterans 
Chapel by the Sea invites you to join the Fergus 

Family on Sunday, November 13, following the 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service, around the Memori-

al Monument on the front lawn to remember 

Edgar W. Fergus. Family and Friends will mark the 

scattering of his ashes upon the Gulf by placing a 

bronze plate on the monument. During the cere-

mony, the American Flag, which flies alongside 

the Memorial, will be retired and a new Flag 

raised. Our Chapel Veterans, along with our 

newly formed FMB Cub Scout Pack, will lead the 

Flag Ceremony. After the ceremony, please join 

us for Coffee Hour in Silver Hall. 
 

Chapel Habitat Builders  
The “habitat builders” are planning to begin a new season of volunteering on November 

10. Habitat will be building 55 new homes this season. Our team will be assisting with 

any number of different tasks as Habitat deems necessary each week. The team’s exper-

tise includes siding (vinyl), painting (interior and exterior), demo, cleanup, accessorizing, 

and any number of other skills. Both men and women are welcome. No experience or 

special tools are required. “On the job training” will be provided.  

We work every Thursday and leave the rear of Chapel parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and re-

turn to the Chapel by 3:30 p.m. You’ll need to bring your own lunch, snack, and water 

and soft drinks. If you plan on participating or even just considering it, please call Tom 

Kelly at (612) 325-0450. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Living Gift Market 
The Living Gift Market will be held at Chapel by the Sea again this year. The dates will 

be on Sundays, November 27, December 4 and December11. We will be featuring gifts 

benefiting God's Table, Habitat for Humanity, Presbyterian Medical Benevolences and a 

wide range of Presbyterian Mission gifts.  Hope to see you there! 

Help Decorate Chapel for the Holidays 
 Mark your calendars and hold the date….we will have a Decorating Party at Chapel on 

Saturday, November 26. There’s lots to do (Sanctuary, Narthex, Silver Hall, and Out-

side), but it’s a lot of fun and many hands make light work. Be there by 9:00 a.m. and 

we’ll try to finish by lunchtime.  

The Sew N Sews 
Sew N Sews is working on a new project for the coming season. Families 

from the G.L.A.D program (Gladiolus Learning and Development Center) 

will receive Christmas stockings, hand-made by our members and filled 

with goodies, at the annual G.L.A.D. Christmas party. In addition, our 

Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum, will deliver stockings to those who are in the 

hospital, rehab or nursing facilities. 

Sew N Sews is open to all women, of all ages, from Chapel members to 

the community at large. Our fellowship group does more than knit and crochet. We 

meet every Thursday, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. If you can use a pair of scissors, you 

have a seat at the table. Give an hour of your time to cut out patterns for sundresses 

and shorts, quilting squares and trim, strips of fabric for throw rugs and much more. If 

you have a special talent not mentioned above, reach out to Nancy Bell (845) 863-

5222 and she will find a way to use that talent.  

mailto:drewyelle@gmail.com
mailto:mlnr2b@aol.com
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Operation Christmas Child 

14 Years After Receiving Shoebox Gift, Filipino 

Girl Marries Boy Who Sent It. 
 

When a young Filipino girl received a Christmas gift-filled 

shoebox in 2000, she could not have imagined that one 

day she would meet the 7 year old boy from Idaho who 

had packed the box in a small town 7,000 miles away. 

Joana received a shoebox at vacation bible school in 

Quezon City, a suburb of Manila.  In the box was a photo 

of a little boy in a cowboy shirt holding a lariat.  He had 

included his name and address. Joana wrote a thank you 

letter to him for his gift, but he never received it.  Eleven 

years later, she decided to use Facebook to find the name Tyrel Wolfe.  Only one 

name popped up from Idaho, and the person in the photo was dressed in cowboy 

attire.  She clicked on the link and submitted a link request. In the rural communi-

ty of Midvale, Idaho (pop. 160), Tyrel was intrigued by a message from a random girl from the Philippines. Thus began a Face-

book friendship. The learned that they were both passionate about music – loved to sing and each played at one musical instru-

ment. In 2013, after saving enough money for a trip to the Philippines, Tyrel flew to Manila to meet Joana and her family.  After 

spending time with her, he was convinced she was the one. He returned home to Idaho and took an extra job to earn enough 

money to go back to the Philippines.  At this trip, he was ready to pop the question.  Speaking in the Tagalog language, he asked 

permission from her father to marry the girl of his dreams. The couple held an engagement party in the Philippines, but they got 

married in an outdoor ceremony on Tyrel’s parents’ 400 acre ranch in Idaho. The guests were encouraged to bring gift filled 

shoeboxes for donations to Operation Christmas Child.  Then the newlyweds delivered the boxes to the Christmas aid group’s 

headquarters, bringing their own shoebox journey full circle. This story appeared in the Good News Network website on 

www.goodnewsnetwork.org. Your shoebox gift filled boxes are due at Chapel by Sunday, November 13. Nationwide collection 

is November 14 to November 21, 2016 Checks for transportation should be made payable to ‘Samaritan’s Purse’.   

 

New Air Conditioning Unit 
One of the Air Conditioning Units in the Sanctuary at Chapel by the Sea stopped working several weeks ago. The pictures 

show some of the” before and after “ of replacing the unit. It took some time to hire a contractor, order the equipment, and 

install everything. During this time we tried to keep the Sanctuary as comfortable as possible. Chapel pleased to report that 

the work is complete and the equipment is up and running. 

Before After After 

Sisters In Spirit (SIS) 
Sisters in Spirit (SIS) is a group of women at Chapel by the Sea who meet once a month. All women are invited to join. On No-

vember 8, we will meet at the church to go to our sixth annual shopping trip to He, She and Me on Bayside Parkway, Fort Myers. 

The bus will depart the Chapel parking lot at 9:30 a.m. We will have lunch at First Watch on Altamont Ave, Fort Myers. Please fill 

out the Communication Card at the Worship Service. For more information call Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630. 

Joana at age 7 

Tyrel & Joana 

http://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/
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November Birthdays 

 1   Patty Magnuson 

 2   Logan Phillips 

 3   Landon Doggett 

 4   Kathy LaCombe 

 5   Barbara Beyster 

 5   Jean Knipp 

 5   Kathy McFalls 

 7   George Cox  

 8   Bill Saunders 

 9   Erin Nicole    

 Detzel 

10  Bev Belger 

10  Laura Miller  

13  Lois Doggett 

14  Billie Rosendahl 

15  Dave Pohl 

16 Marilyn Doller  

16   Earl H. Ross Jr.  

 

 

November  Anniversaries 

             8    Jim & Marja Cook  

             9   Charles & FaithAnn McNear 

            18   Neil & Dottie Callahan 

            24   Carl & Carol Phillips 

            29   Gregory & Janna Holmes 

 Flowers 
Flowers are a beautiful way to honor loved 

ones and God. If you would like to sign up for 

flowers, have them displayed at the Sunday 

Worship Service and noted in the weekly bulle-

tin monthly newsletter, please fill out a card 

and the chart in the Church Office or call the 

Church Office at (239) 463-3173.  

18   Judy Cultice 

18   Nancy Mulholland 

19   Fred Bushnell 

19   Laurie Smock 

20   Megan Donovan 

21   Sandy Cox 

21    Janet Wilson 

21   Priscilla Wonkka 

22 Hailey Lauren  

      Detzel  

22   Lawrence Shafer 

23   Terry Fletcher 

24   Leslie Donovan 

24   Louis Monaco 

27   Bette Mason-Smith 

28 Don Branscom  

28  Tom Smith 

29 Don Calder 

29   Colleen Hazelbaker 

 

 November Liturgists 10:00 a.m. 
 

            November 6     Chuck Golden 

            November 13    Janna Holmes  

            November 20    Beth Cherry 

            November 27    Janna Holmes 

Caregiver Sunday is November 13, 2016!  
Celebrate those who offer care for the chronically ill, disabled, a family mem-

ber or friend during a time of need. We pray for all caregivers to provide rest 

for their souls and share hope in knowing God’s love and care. Caregiver’s are 

like 4 Leaf Clovers….Rare to find but lucky to have. 
 

Beatitudes for Caregivers  

Blessed are those who care and who are not afraid  

to show it — 

they will let people know they are loved.  
  

Blessed are those who are gentle and patient — 

they will help people to grow as the sun helps the buds to open and blossom.  
  

Blessed are those who have the ability to listen — 

they will lighten many a burden.  
  

Blessed are those who know how and when to let go — 

they will have the joy of seeing people find themselves.  
 

Blessed are those who, when nothing can be done or said, 

do not walk away, 

but remain to provide a comforting and supportive presence — 

they will help the sufferer to bear the unbearable.  
  

Blessed are those who recognize their own need to receive, 

and who receive with graciousness — 

they will be able to give all the better. 
 

Blessed are those who give with out hope of return — 

they will give people an experience of God.  
 

Volunteer of the Month  

featuring Emily Porter 
 

It's a delight to have lived almost a year on 

Fort Myers Beach with my daughter and son-

in-law, Amy and Tre Gillette.  We had visit-

ed Chapel By The Sea several times and the 

Sunday Bulletin provided quite a list of mis-

sion or outreach programs.  I looked at my 

weekly schedule and found there were five 

days a week that were free to volunteer.   

First came Bible Study. Not quite volunteering, however. Learning was im-

portant and Solomon's Porch was penciled in for Tuesday afternoon.  Bells 

were the second choice and usually practice on Wednesday morning. The 

minute I saw a display of Sew and Sews, they were doing interesting things, it 

was another group that softly called my name for Thursdays. 

Next I talked with Miffie Greer, met her at Solomon's Porch, about God's 

Table and her suggestion was to try Fridays. There is one more group, Sis-

ters in Spirit, that meets once a month on Tuesday morning for lessons, chat-

ting and eating. 

My move from Oklahoma to Florida was a sad and happy move.  Longtime 

friends were left and now new friends were sought. Volunteering helped me 

meet people and do something to help others. 

The joyful volunteers reach out to the community to let the beach people 

know that Chapel By The Sea cares for them. 

Author unknown. Prepared by the Presbyterian Health Network (PHN) http://

www.phewacommunity.org 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Caregiver+Hands&FORM=IRTRRL
http://www.phewacommunity.org
http://www.phewacommunity.org
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Home for the Holidays presented by  

Voices of Naples 
 

Thursday, December 8, 2016, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

Chapel by the Sea is honored to once again host Voices of Naples, under the 

direction of Dr. Douglas Renfroe, as they present an evening of Christmas and 

Holiday favorites. The talented, vocal ensemble will be accompanied by pianist, 

LaVon Mattson, and members of the Southwest Florida Symphony.  

Voices of Naples was formed in 2002 to provide an opportunity for singers in 

and around Naples to study and perform choral music. Members are selected 

by referral and short audition, and study an eclectic repertoire ranging from classical to pop. Voices of Naples is a Florida not-

for-profit corporation which provides scholarships to outstanding students in our area. 

 Chapel by the Sea Presbyterian Church Concert Series 2016-2017 
 

 

Voices of Naples Christmas Concert 

Directed by Dr. Douglas Renfroe 

Accompanied by Pianist, LaVon Mattson, and 

Members of the Southwest Florida Symphony 

Thursday – December 8, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Duo Lana 

Featuring mother & daughter 

Svetlana Strezeva, Soprano & Milana Strezeva, Concert Pianist 

Thursday – January 26, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

TOMMY O 

International Recording & Performance Artist 

Thursday – February 16, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Florida Gulf Coast University Piano Concert 

Featuring piano majors under the direction of Dr. Mi-

chael Baron 

Thursday – March 2, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Memory Makers Big Band 

A 19-piece traditional big band concentrating on 

dance music from the 1920’s through today. 

For listening and dancing pleasure, this concert will be 

held in Silver Hall. 

Friday – March 24, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Palm Dinner Theater Outings for 2016 - 2017  
On November 15th, Chapel will head to Broadway Palm to watch "Evita". The ticket is $60.00 which includes dinner, show and 

taxes. The church bus leaves Chapel at 4:45 PM and also picks up off island on Pine Ridge Road. To make a reservation, contact 

Marylu Marshall at (765) 561-1050. Please drop off your payment at the Chapel office. Seats are limited for each show, so please 

RSVP as soon as possible. Deadline for tickets is October 31. 
 

 November 15 - "Evita" (Reservations & $60.00 to Marylu Marshall by October 31.) 
  

 December 14 - "White Christmas" (Reservations & $60.00 by November 29.) 
  

 January 25 - Yeston & Kopit's "Phantom" (Reservations & $60.00 by January 10.) 
  

 February 22 - "Anything Goes" (Reservations & $60.00 by February 7.) 
  

 

 

The Chapel Cats  
The Chapel Cats perform the first Sunday of each month (Communion Sunday). They practice on the Wednesday before Com-

munion Sunday at 11:00 a.m. The Chapel Cats are looking for additional singers to join this group. If you enjoy singing 

“Praise and Worship” songs, give our Music Director, Michael Melnikov a call at (239) 331-5301. We are also looking to expand 

the number of instruments played in this group.  
 

Music  
Would you like to make beautiful music to worship and honor God? Join the Choir and/or the Handbells at Chapel. Please call 

Lois Doggett at (239) 463-5583, Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630 or the Church Office at (239) 463-3173 for more information. 
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Zumba Gold Class, Every Tuesday!  
 

Join us at Chapel from 1:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. in Silver Hall for 45-

minutes of low impact dance aerobics. This class has been modified and 

is perfect for active older adults. Choreography will focus on balance, 

range of motion and coordination. For the first 20 minutes, dance 

moves can be done while seated in a chair or standing, followed by 25 

minutes of full-body movement. Cost is $5 per class with punch-card or 

$6 for walk-ins. Bring your sneakers, water and towel and get ready 

socialize, learn new things and improve your brain power. 

 

News from the Parish Nurse… 
I began serving as your Parish Nurse last November 2015. The months have gone by quickly and it has been a joy 

to get to know many members thru home visits, hospital visits, rehab and long-term care facility visits, and meet-

ing with you in my church office. Please, come by and say hi on a Tuesday or Wednesday, when I am generally in 

my office., from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. You can also reach me by phone at (239) 463-3173 ext. 13, or by email at 

ann@chapelbts.org or leave me a note in my office mailbox. As always, I welcome ideas you may have about 

health ministry at Chapel.  

                                              Happy Thanksgiving, Ann 

                 Ann Fossum, RN, BSN, FCN    Chapel by The Sea Presbyterian Church  

                                              P.O. Box 2997     Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931  (239) 463-3173 ext.13 

                 (239) 463-0256 fax    ann@chapelbts.org 
 

November Health & 

Safety  Message from 

Chapel’s Parish Nurse 

 

SHINE Event 
Friday, November 11, 2016 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Silver Hall  

Annual Enrollment Counseling Event presented by Area Agency on Aging for SWFL 

This is the time to: 

●  Choose a plan that covers your medications. 

●  Switch Prescription Drug Plans or Advantage Plans. 

●  Enroll for the first time if you did not enroll when you were first eligible. 

*Make sure to bring your Medicare ID Card and list of prescriptions with dosage information. 

.Chapel by the Sea Staff Now Certified 
On September 28th the Ft. Myers Beach Fire Department hosted a CPR/AED certification class for the 

Chapel Staff as well as the public. The skills learned, during this 5-hour, hands-on instruction, will allow 

our staff to act and assist, with confidence, when an emergencies occurs. We are thankful for the dedica-

tion and commitment by the Fire Department to share these life-saving procedures with the community.  

Ann Fossum, RN,  
Parish Nurse 

mailto:ann@chapelbts.org
mailto:ann@chapelbts.org
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shine+medicare+image&view=detailv2&qpvt=shine+medicare+image&id=BB929BA09CB39F37CE85C521200171AA200E00E6&selectedIndex=4&ccid=kA4GwPnR&simid=608029162535913790&thid=OIP.M900e06c0f9d1e64538d1a21f23923df7o0
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Paper Cranes 
 

Chapel by the Sea's Church 

School children made and 

donated approximately 30 

of the 3262 paper cranes 

decorating the Poriura 

Hospital Chapel in Poriura, 

New Zealand where Amy 

Bell Finiki is a Chaplain. 

Amy is the daughter of 

Nancy Bell. The cranes 

were on display 

to celebrate International 

Peace Day on Sept 21. 

Echo International Agriculture  

Conference  
 Since 1994, Chapel by the Sea has supplied food for the conference. Delegates 

come from all over the world to share ideas about better methods of feeding 

the poor. On Friday, November 18, 2015, we will once again be supplying part 

of the lunch. We need people to help with the salads on Thursday, November 

18th at 11:00 a.m. Also donations of desserts are needed. Call Anita Turner at 

(239) 357-9883 if you can help or sign up on the white “Communication Card” 

found in your bulletin.  
 

The Immokalee Soup Kitchen 
The Immokalee Soup Kitchen will be closed the fourth Friday in November 

because it is the day after Thanksgiving. Chapel normally volunteers the 4th 

Friday of each month.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

God’s Table & Community Cooperative 
In support of the holiday food drive for the needy, we have placed boxes in the 

Narthex and Silver Hall for your donations of non-perishable food. The follow-

ing items are needed: Canned chicken, Canned Tuna, Canned Pasta (Ravioli, 

Beefaroni, etc.), Cereal, Canned Soups and Juice boxes. We greatly appreciate 

any donations! 

God’s Table Volunteers 

 

Fun, Food & Fellowship 
Everyone enjoyed Apple Sunday after  Wor-

ship Service on October 9th. Join us on the 

first Sunday of each month there will be a 

luncheon following the Communion Service. 

All are welcome! 



Phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      Email: Holly@ChapelBTS.org  

website: www.Chapelbts.org 

Chapel by the Sea United 

Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 2997 

Fort Myers Beach, FL 33932 

Non-profit org. 
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