
 

          
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 

December 2018   

 
ADVENT: THE WAITING PLACE 
 

Hello, Chapel by the Sea community 
and grace and peace to you in the name of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  Chapel by the 
Sea proclaims in its Mission Statement that it 
is a “Church for all seasons—seasons of 
life—seasons of the year—seasons of our 
growth as Christians.”  And speaking of sea-
sons, the “Winter Season” is here, which 
means we are blessed to have cooler tempera-
tures in sunny, southwest Florida, but it also 
means we have the opportunity to welcome 
and to fellowship once again with our seasonal residents, tourists, and vacationers. 

In addition to this, beginning on Sunday, December 2nd, we enter into yet another season—the 
Advent Season.  Advent is a season of waiting, watching, expecting, and hoping. Advent is the time 
where we as the Church prepare our minds and our hearts for the coming, or the “advent” of the 
Christ child at Christmas.  It is during this time that we seek to be restored by the gifts of God that 
we celebrate this season, particularly the gifts of peace, joy, hope, and love. 

These seasons are a joyful time of year, and yet, they can also by quite challenging.  Not only 
are we “waiting” for the birth of Jesus, we will also find ourselves “waiting” in the crowds or in the 
traffic, which can be quite troublesome at times.  I’m reminded of Dr. Seuss, who wrote in his book, 
“Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” about this place called “The Waiting Place.”  He writes, “The Waiting 
Place…for people just waiting.  Waiting for a train to go or a bus to come, or a plane to go or the 
mail to come, or the rain to go or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow or waiting around for a Yes 
or a No or waiting for their hair to grow.  Everyone is just waiting. Waiting for the fish to bite or 
waiting for wind to fly a kite or waiting around for Friday night or waiting, perhaps, for their Uncle 
Jake or a pot to boil, or a better break or a string of pearls, or a pair of pants or a wig with curls, or 
another chance.  Everyone is just waiting.”   

During this Winter and Advent Season, you will find yourself in this “waiting place” that Dr. 
Seuss speaks of.  However, see this “waiting” as a gift and as an opportunity for displaying a posi-
tive Christian witness and for growing as a follower of Jesus Christ.  When you find yourself waiting 
in traffic this winter and Advent season, please be extra mindful of other cars and pedestrians when 
driving on Ft. Myers Beach, especially.  Be extra patient and be courteous.  Flee from “road rage,” 
and allow yourself extra time when travelling to and fro.  Use that extra time to pray, to reflect, or to 
listen to music, but whatever you do, please be safe and above all, let the light of Christ shine 
through you. 

 
      In Christ’s love, 
      Dr. Steve Adkison 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
It’s once again time to order Christmas 

Poinsettias. The deadline to order is De-

cember 11. Order forms are located in 

the Narthex and in the Sunday bulletin, or 

call the Church office at (239) 463-3173.  

A Blue Christmas   

Worship Service,  

December 9, 7:00 p.m. 

at Chapel by the Sea 
A Blue Christmas service 

can provide comfort for 

those who feel little comfort and joy amid the celebratory 

season, where people are expected unfortunately by the 

culture to “put on a happy face.” Of course, it’s okay to feel 

happiness and joy during this special time of year, or any 

time of year, but it’s also important not to ignore the diffi-

cult emotions that also affect many people, especially during 

the holiday season. It’s been said that, “The real meaning of 

Christmas is not presents; it’s more like being met with 

hope and light in your darkness and that’s a message that a 

lot of us don’t hear.” And so, for those who are lonely, de-

pressed, and hurting; for those who are looking for a light in 

the midst of the darkness; for those seeking healing and 

transformation, a Blue Christmas Worship Service will be 

held for you here at Chapel by the Sea. 

Christmas Open 

House 
Mark your calendars! 

Join Chapel by the Sea 
on Sunday, December 

9, from 1:00 p.m. – 

3:00 p.m. for a Christmas Open House. Tour our beautifully 

decorated Sanctuary, then join us in Silver Hall for refresh-

ments, children’s crafts and games. More details to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God's Table  
This year we would like to provide the God's Table 

participants with gift cards for the Christmas season. 

We are asking the Chapel community to consider mak-

ing a small cash donation to this effort. Thank you! 

 

Christmas Music! 

Voices of Naples A Christmas Concert 
Thursday, December 6, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

Chapel by the Sea is honored to host Voices of Naples, 

under the direction of Dr. Douglas Renfroe, as they 

present an evening of Christmas and Holiday favorites. 

Pianist LaVon Mattson and a string quartet from the 

Southwest Florida Symphony will accompany the talent-

ed vocal ensemble. Voices of Naples provides an op-

portunity for singers in and around Naples to study and 

perform choral music. Members are selected by refer-

ral and short audition, and study an eclectic repertoire 

ranging from classical to pop. Voices of Naples is a 

Florida not-for-profit corporation, which provides 

scholarships to outstanding students in our area. 

 

The Chapel by the Sea Choir and 

 Chapel Chimers  Performance 
On December 15 from 11:30 –12:00 the members 

from the Chapel Choir and Chimers will perform at the 

Mound House on Fort Myers Beach. Come out and 

enjoy some holiday favorites! 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight  

Services 
Candlelight Ser-

vices will be held 

on December 24 

(Christmas Eve) at 7:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. at Chapel by the 

Sea. Bring your family and friends! 

Gladiolus Learning and  

Development Center (G.L.A.D.) 

Each year Chapel's toy drive helps the children at the 

Gladiolus Learning and Development Center have a 

special holiday season! Please have toys in to Chapel 

by December 9. Santa will arrive at the Center on De-

cember 17 to personally deliver a toy to each child. 

GLAD serves  children from 4 weeks to 5 years old. 

There are 30 children ages 4 years & 5 years old, 18 

three-year-olds, 14 two-year-olds, and a total of 19 

infants to 1 year old. Your donations of toys are great-

ly appreciated! 
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A Letter From Our Parish Nurse 

Greetings, 

I am looking forward to seeing you all during this holiday 

month. Here are a few tips that I will be trying to remember 

and perhaps they will help you better enjoy this often times 

too busy season. 

1-Do not try to do too much.  2-Keep gift giving easy and sim-

ple. 3– Keep old traditions alive but stay open minded to try 

new ones as our lives and families change.  4 – Try not to 

make the holidays an excuse for overeating and drinking.  

 5 – Remember to find ways to move more by getting outside 

to enjoy our beautiful warm, sunny weather. 

Many people may find the holidays a lonely or sad time. Let’s 

all take time in December to share a warm smile and give out loving concern to those around us.   

                                                          Wishing you a Merry Christmas, Ann 

 

Our Parish Nurse is available for 

health counseling, health educa-

tion and emotional/spiritual sup-

port. Call the church office and 

Ann will return your call. Office 

hours for the Parish Nurse are 

Tuesday & Wednesday from 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

Ann Fossum, RN, BSN, FCN 

(239) 463-3173 ext.13                                                                 

(239) 463-0256 fax                                                                     

ann@chapelbts.org 

4 Ways to Care During the Holidays 

As Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s approach, many people 

are hurting due to the loss of a loved one, a cancer diagnosis, di-

vorce, job loss, or some other significant life challenge. These expe-

riences can make an ordinarily joyous season difficult, lonely, and 

perhaps even painful.  

When you know someone is struggling during the holidays, here are 

some simple ways you can make a big difference:  

 Offer to help in specific ways. Try to anticipate needs and ways you can help. For example, you might ask, 

“Can I help you prepare Thanksgiving dinner?” or “Can I help put out the Christmas lights?”  

     Remember, however, to follow the person’s lead and not just impose your help. 

 Help people pace themselves. The holidays are busy, and those who are hurting may need help or permis-

sion to slow down or do less than they ordinarily would. Let people know it’s okay to conserve energy, take 

breaks, and pick which activities and traditions to take part in. 

 Ask people how they’re really 

doing. During the busyness of 

the holidays, it can be easy to just 

interact with people on a surface 

level. Finding a good time to ask 

hurting people how they’re really 
doing—and then listening—is a 

powerful way to care. 

 Validate feelings. When people 

do open up and share, listen and 

then show that you believe them 

and accept their feelings. Letting 

people know it’s okay to feel 

whatever they’re feeling can pro-

vide a lot of comfort. 

By relating in these ways, you can 

help hurting people find comfort and 

hope in a difficult time.  

Chapel’s Angels and 

the 2018 Walk To End 

Alzheimer's  
On October 27th Chapel’s 

Angels participated by walk-

ing in the 2018 Walk To End 

Alzheimer's along with 664 

others. To date, the Lee 

County Walk has raised 

$105,225.01 (goal was 

$95,000) plus has until 12-31

-18 to finish the tabulation. 

The thirty-six members of 

Chapel’s Angels was one of 109 teams participating. Chapel’s Angels con-
tribution was $1,050.00. THANK YOU, and again THANK YOU FOR 

HELPING US CREATE A WORLD WITHOUT ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE!!!  

December 

Health &  

Safety Message 

mailto:ann@chapelbts.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Sew N Sews 

Help Sew N Sews continue 

their efforts to reach out 

and make a difference through the art of sewing. Please consider dropping by any 

Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Bring your own lunch; the group breaks around 

12 noon for nourishment and lots of laughter. The festive Christmas stockings 

were made by the women of Sew N Sews and will be delivered to the children of 

G.L.A.D. for their Christmas celebration. Also, those Chapel members who are 

unable to join us for Advent and Christmas services and other activities held at 

Chapel will be visited by our Parish Nurse and members of our Board of Deacons 

and will also receive a stocking filled with goodies. 

Sisters In Spirit (SIS) 
Sisters in Spirit is a group of women at the Chapel 

by the Sea who meet once a month. All women are 

invited to join. This month on December 11 at 

11:00 a.m. we will once again host a Naughty Santa gift exchange and 

luncheon in the Session Room. Everyone is asked to bring a small, "fun" 

$10.00 wrapped gift. Don't forget so you can be part of the fun ex-

change. Also please bring a dish to share for our brunch. Please make 

sure the dish is ready to serve with utensils because the kitchen in Sil-

ver Hall is being renovated. Cold drinks and coffee will be provided. Be 

sure to mark this on your calendar so you can be part of the festivities. 

For more information please call Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630.  

Last month SIS met at Chapel for a program called “Mindfulness In  

Movement,” given by Susan Carter. The program taught different ways 

to improve overall health. (Picture on left) 

Operation Christmas Child 

Thanks to your generosity, Chapel By The Sea will pro-

vide 250 shoebox gifts to the Operation Christmas 

Child project. Each box is a tangible expression of God’s Love and each box provides opportuni-

ties for local churches and missions in over 100 countries to share the Good News of God’s 

greatest gift – His son Jesus Christ. 

Your boxes were taken to the drop-off location at Grace Bible Church in Naples. There,  14 to 

17 shoeboxes were placed in larger containers, and made ready for their trip to the regional pro-

cessing center in Atlanta. Every box is then checked 

to make sure that no liquids are included. Except for a few such items, the con-

tents of each box remain the same as you carefully packed it and prayed for.   

Then the long journey begins. The boxes are shipped overseas to the countries 

where trained volunteers and leaders from partner churches are ready to re-

ceive them. The children are gathered for a party, and are told about the pur-

pose of the shoebox gifts. Shouts and exclamations of joy are heard as they 

open and discover the contents of their boxes. Days after the children receive 

their shoebox gifts, they are invited to enroll in ‘The Greatest Journey,’ a 12- 

lesson Bible Study course that guides them through what it means to faithfully 

follow Christ. The participants have the permission of parents and local authori-

ties to attend. As they grow spiritually, they learn how to pray for and share the 

Gospel with friends and family members. 

Through a simple shoebox gift, lives are changed around the world! A copy of 

‘The Greatest Journey’ and Leader’s Guide may be found in the Church Library. 
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ECHO….Chapel members went to ECHO on 

November 16. Thanks to all who helped with 

ECHO preparation by making desserts and salads.  

Craft & Rummage Sale…. 
Chapel by the Sea held their Craft and Rummage Sale on November 2 & 3.  

God’s Table Thanksgiving 

Dinner….A special thanks to 

the volunteers at the God’s Table 

Thanksgiving Dinner on Nov. 21. 
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On-Going Activities at Chapel by the Sea 
 

Children’s Church/Nursery — Sundays at the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. 
 

Scouting Program — Tuesday evenings, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Silver Hall. 
 

YOGA — Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., Session Room of Silver Hall.  
 

Sew N Sews — Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Room 5. 
 

Immokalee Soup Kitchen — Chapel will be serving lunch at Immokalee 

Soup Kitchen on Friday December 28. Volunteers needed. Sign-up sheet in 

Silver Hall. 
 

Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group —  2nd Friday of 

each month, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. in the Session Room. Contact Parish Nurse,  

Ann Fossum (239) 463-3173 ext. 13. 
 

Healing Service — The Healing Service is held the 3rd Sunday of the month 

after the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

 

Solomon’s Porch, New Book!  
Solomon’s Porch will re-

sume on Tuesday, De-

cember 4 from 2:00 p.m. 

– 4:00 p.m., after that it 

will be the regular time 

from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 

p.m. The new book for 

Solomon's Porch is availa-

ble in the office. The title 

is Reversed Thun-

der:  The Revelation of 

John and the Praying Imagination by Eugene 

Peterson.  Cost is $15.00. This promises to 

be an interesting study of the book of Reve-

lation.  New members are always welcome! 

Chapel Habitat Builders  
The “habitat builders” started their new season on November 29. Our team assists with any number of differ-

ent tasks as Habitat deems necessary each week. The team’s expertise includes siding (vinyl), painting (interior 

and exterior), demo, cleanup, accessorizing, and any number of other skills. Both men and women are wel-

come. No experience or special tools are required. “On the job training” will be provided. We work every 

Thursday and leave the rear of Chapel parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and return to the Chapel by 3:30 p.m. You’ll 

need to bring your own lunch, snack, and water and soft drinks. If you plan on participating or even just con-

sidering it, please call Tom Kelly at (612) 325-0450. We look forward to seeing you. 

Adult Sunday School — The Gleaners To Begin a New Season 
The Gleaners, the adult Sunday School class taught by Laura Miller, will meet for the first time in the new sea-

son on December 2, 2018, in the Chapel Library at 9:00 a.m. The study of the Gospel of Luke, which was on 

Chapter 10 when classes were suspended last spring, will continue. The first class will be a review of material 

covered last spring and the December 9 class will continue with Chapter 11. The book is titled Luke for Every-

one by N. T. Wright.  New members are always welcome.  If you would like to join, call Laura at (239) 292-

5102 and she will secure a book for you. 

Kitchen Renovation 
On November 15th we started our 

goodbyes’ to our very tired old 

kitchen that could no longer safe-

ly  serve us. We really appreciate all 

of your support and look forward to 

serving you again in January! Howev-

er, our kitchen fund still needs your 

help! The final cost of the kitchen is 

approximately $135K and to date we 

have raised a little over $100K. The 

finance committee and session have 

agreed to cover this project with a 

loan from the Capital Fund so the 

project can be completed as soon as 

possible. We are pushing for comple-

tion and an OPEN HOUSE the week 

of January 6… PRAYERS ARE NEEDED!!! Watch for updates each week… and our Spaghetti  Dinner on January 12! 

Renovating the kitchen at 

Chapel by the Sea. 
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Flowers 

To have flowers displayed at the Sunday Wor-

ship Service and noted in the weekly bulletin, 

fill out a card in the Church Office and the 

chart in Silver Hall and the box in the office. 

 1  Char Nyeholt 

 1  Holly Tribble 

 2   Wanda Hart 

 5   Nancy Blackman 

 8   Nancy Kehm  

 9   Jeff Spangler 

10   Phil Byers  

10 Doris Collins 

11 Mel Sandquist 

12   Jack Burrell 

14 Anthony Monaco 

15  Pastor Steve 

15 Rita Koprowski 

December Liturgists 

       December  2    Laura Miller 

       December  9    Chuck Golden 

       December 16   Miffie Greer  

       December 23   Dobbin Greer  

       December 30   Jacob Greer 

In Memorium 
Please pray for the Hare and Van Hook fami-

lies on the passing of their beloved mother, 

Mary Jane Hare on Sunday, October 28, 2018. 
 

Please pray for the family and friends of  

Carol Danford who passed away on  

Tuesday, November 6, 2018. 

Bob & Sue Horning were received as new members at  

Chapel by the Sea on Sunday, November 11. 

December Birthdays 

16  Nancy Ziegler 

17  Maxene Zammerilla 

18  John Leys 

18 Karen Swanbeck 

19  Chuck Golden 

20  Ron Edman 

20 Kathie Smith 

22  Sharon Kelly 

24  Tom Kelly 

26  Maryann Kunze 

26  Ross Pinkard 

28  Alice Glawe 

December  Anniversaries 

14  Preston & Elaine Brinkman  

         26  Ron & Mary Ann Krupa 

         28  Ed & Shari Rolph  

         30  Albert & Maria Werner 

         31  John & Ruby Updegrove 

Congratulations to  

Pastor Steve and 

Amy on their  

engagement! 

Broadway Palm Dinner  Theatre: Elf 
On Tuesday, December 11, Chapel will attend 

“ELF” at Broadway Palm.  The next show at 

Broadway Palm that Chapel will attend is 

“Saturday Night Fever” on January 16, 2019.  

The cost is $65.00 per person (includes meal, gratuity, show, 

and taxes). Call Anita Turner at (239) 357-9883. Deadline to 

order tickets is December 30.   



Phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      Email: holly@chapelbts.org  

website: www.Chapelbts.org 
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www.chapelbts.org 
Go online at www.chapelbts.org. to Sunday Bulletins, Ser-

mons, Newsletters, the Chapel Calendar, and much more! 

Also check out the Chapel by the Sea Facebook page for 

pictures and upcoming events! 
 

E-Giving 
With E-Giving, you can support the great ministry work we 

are doing together. What is E-Giving?...It’s a way for you to 

give faithfully through our website at www.chapelbts.org. 


