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A WORSHIP SERVICE
FOR THE LORD’S DAY

PRAYER OF PREPARATION (In Silence): O Lord, we have not longed for your
coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied ourselves, taken up the
cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and counting
them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely, and the
suffering. We have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without
Christ and without hope in this world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant
that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in light of your coming again. Amen.

TOLLING OF THE BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison
PRELUDE Emmanuel with Veni Emmanuel Bob McGee
MUSIC FOR ADVENT Light of Light Joel Raney

RESPONSIVE LITANY

One: Advent is a time of reflection and renewal

All: God of light, shine in our hearts and renew our hope

One: Advent is a time of self-examination

All: God of light, shine in our hearts and strengthen our resolve.
One: Advent is a time of joyful expectation

All: God of light, shine in our hearts and renew our faith.

One: Advent is a time of service and searching

All: God of light, shine in our hearts and ignite our compassion.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES Dr. Adkison



*HYMN #379 (All verses) My Hope is Built on Nothing Less SOLID ROCK

1 My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain:

On Christ, the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

2 When darkness veils His lovely face,

| rest on His unchanging grace;

In every high and stormy gale,

My anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain)

3 His oath, His covenant, His blood
Support me in the whelming flood;

When all around my soul gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain)

4 \When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh may I then in Him be found,

Dressed in His righteousness alone,

Faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain)

CALL TO RENEWAL Dr. Adkison

Let us humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, casting all our
anxiety on the Lord who cares for us. Trusting in God’s grace, let us
confess our sins.



PRAYER OF RENEWAL (unison)

Lord, in this busy season, it is so easy to let our awareness of you fade
into the background, drowned out by the carols and noise, blinded by the
lights, distracted by the list of things to do and objects to buy. In this
hour of worship, draw our thoughts to you, help quiet the busyness of our
hearts and allow our souls to commune with you and that we might hear
Your still small voice and have the courage of the shepherds to follow the
message of Good News. Amen

GOOD NEWS OF FORGIVENESS (Ps. 103:12; Micah 7:19) Dr. Adkison

Friends, as far as the East is from the West, so far have our sins been
separated from us. They have been thrown into the depths of the sea, and
there they are remembered no more. Let us proclaim the Good News:

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.

(Please rise and let us sing)

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. A —men, A —men.

OFFERTORY Offertory on a Breton Noel César Franck

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men.



SCRIPTURE READING Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.
12]t teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, Bwhile
we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ, **who gave himself for us to redeem us
from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very
own, eager to do what is good.

May these words of my mouth and

this meditation of my heart

be pleasing in your sight,

O LorD, my Rock and my Redeemer
Thanks be to God!

SERMON “Our Blessed Hope” Dr. Adkison

ANTHEM Bring Us Hope Ruth Elaine Schram
Landon and Lois Doggett, Duet

PRAYER OF BLESSING & THE LORD'’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Go Now in Peace D. Besig

Go Now In Peace, Never Be Afraid.

God Will Go With You, Each Hour Of Every Day.
Go Now In Faith, Steadfast, Strong And True.
Know He Will Guide You In All You Do.

Go Now In Love, And Show You Believe.

Reach Out To Others, So All The World Can See.
God Will Be There, Watching From Above.

Go Now In Peace, In Faith, And In Love.

Amen, Amen, Amen.

*BENEDICTION Dr. Adkison

*POSTLUDE Psallite Franz Liszt

*Denotes standing, if able. Copyrights observed through Christian Copyright Licensing International — CCLI # 29921.



Prayer Guide — November 29, 2020

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” --Philippians 4:6-7
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