
 

          
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 

December 2019   
“God’s On the Move” 

Mark 1:1-3 
What are you preparing for these days?  Right at this moment maybe you 

are preparing to bring a child into the world, or going off to college, or getting 
married?  Maybe you are preparing to enter into the workforce, go on vacation 

with your family, or enter into retirement and finally begin living those “golden 
years”?  As I am writing this, I am preparing to take a group to the Holy Land, as 

well as preparing to be married to Amy Taylor in Jerusalem.  So many prepara-
tions!  Given this time of year, I’m sure we’ve all been preparing for the coming of 

Christmas Day.  There is the decorating, the shopping, the cooking, the travelling, 
and so forth that needs to be done before Christmas arrives. 

With that in mind, we are now into the Advent season, and among other 
things, it is this season that is a time of preparation.  But are we preparing in the 

right way?  In Mark’s Gospel, he quotes the prophet Isaiah saying, “…‘Prepare the 
way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  Every valley shall be filled in, every 
mountain and hill made low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough 

ways smooth…’”   What does this text suggest for us about God?  Well, it 
strongly suggests that God is in motion—that God is active—that God is on the move in our world and in our lives.  Essentially, we 

are to “prepare” ourselves for the movement and the activity of God in our lives.  You see, God desires to make a lasting, meaning-
ful impact in our lives, in the lives of others, and in the life of our church, but there has to be some preparations on our part.  

Now, how do we prepare for a God who is in motion and moving toward us?  Before we answer this question, it would be 
prudent to review the historical and biblical significance of the preparations that took place before a King travelled to another land.  

In Mark’s and even in Isaiah’s day, before a King took a trip to another land, it is told that messengers would go ahead of him and tell 
those he was planning to visit to prepare the roads for him, to make sure the crooked paths were made straight and all roadblocks, 

hazards, or other obstacles were cleared away. 
However, Jesus is the kind of King which requires another kind of preparation for his arrival, but what kind?  I mean, we’re 

all scurrying about, preparing for Christmas Day. We’re busy shopping, decorating, sending out Christmas cards, and doing this and 
that, but even though all of these things are good, they are really more external ways of preparing for the coming of Christmas as a 

holiday.  We miss the true meaning and significance of Christmas if our preparations stop with the external.  It seems that God is 
more interested in what’s going on with us internally in our souls.  When Mark says, “Prepare the way for the Lord,” he’s not really 

referring to getting ready for Christmas the holiday, and he’s not suggesting of course that we prepare by doing maintenance on our 
roads and highways.  No, what he is suggesting is a “landscaping” of our hearts, minds, and souls.  We are to prepare by doing some 

internal maintenance—to have a clear and open path straight to our hearts. 
With that said, are there some things that are blocking the coming of Christ into your heart?  Are there roadblocks, obsta-

cles, and hazards along the road to your heart that hinder Jesus as the King and Kings and Lord of Lords from coming into your life 

in a new way or a renewed way?  Maybe within us there is the roadblock of anger, the obstacle of bitterness, or the hazard of unfor-
giveness?   What is it that might be blocking the Christ-child from entering into our hearts in a more real and authentic way this 

Christmas?  Whatever it is, we get prepared for the coming of Christ by removing these obstacles now.  Do some internal mainte-
nance and remove those things which separate us from God and allow His Son to freely enter in.  You see, Jesus was born in a man-

ger some 2000 years ago but today He is born again in our hearts only when we clear the way and allow him to enter in.   
Let me close with this scenario.  Let’s say you get home from church today and there is a message on your answering ma-

chine from Jesus Christ himself, and He says that He will be coming to your home in one hour.  So, within that hour, how will you 
prepare?  Maybe you’d do a quick of load of dirty laundry, or wash those few dishes in the sink, or make sure you get the Bible off 

the shelf and put it on your coffee table in plain view?  Or maybe, you’d let the dishes remain in the sink, the laundry remain in the 
hamper, and the Bible stay on the shelf?  Instead, you’d prepare the road to your heart.  You’d get on your knees and start worship-

ing God in spirit and in truth.  You’d start praying—crying out for forgiveness and giving thanks to God.  My friends, God is on the 
move this Advent season, and He’s headed straight toward your heart.  As Mark said then and he says now, “Prepare the way for 

the Lord…”  Are you prepared?... 
 

       In Christ’s love, 
       Pastor Steve Adkison 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
It’s once again time to order Christmas Poinsettias.  

The deadline to order is December 10. Order forms 

are located in the Narthex and in the Sunday bulletin,  

or call the Church office at (239) 463-3173.  

 
 

A Blue Christmas  

Worship Service:  

When Christmas Hurts… 
Date Changed to December 19 

7:00 p.m.  

Blue Christmas recognizes that this season, 

full for many with holidays and rejoicing, can 

be hard for those who mourn and for those going through painful passages in their 

lives. In this service, we recognize that not everyone feels joyful. We acknowledge 

our sadness and burdens, while seeking peace and comfort for our souls. Everyone 

is welcome to this service of quiet music, reading and reflections. Please invite all 

who may find comfort with us here at Chapel by the Sea. 

 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Services 
Regular Candlelight Services will 

be held on December 24 

(Christmas Eve) at 7:00 p.m. & 

9:00 p.m. at Chapel by the Sea.  
 

 

Choir Performance at the Mound 

House Christmas Market  
December 14, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

All are welcome to attend the Christmas Mar-

ket at the Mound House on Fort Myers Beach! 

The event will be on December 14 from 10:00 

a.m. –3:00 p.m. There will be area venders, vis-

its with Saint Nick, the Chapel by the Sea Choir 

& Chimers, the Beach Baptist Coffee Truck, and 

the Momentum Brewery & Dog House Food Trucks. The market will be held in  

conjunction with the Woman’s Club Christmas Tree festival. Admission is free. 
 

Sisters In Spirit (SIS) 
Sisters in Spirit is a group of women at the Chapel by 

the Sea who meet once a month. All women are in-

vited to join. This month on December 10 at 11:00 

a.m. we will once again host a Naughty Santa gift ex-

change and luncheon in the Session Room. Everyone 

is asked to bring a small, "fun" $10.00 wrapped gift. 

Don't forget so you can be part of the fun exchange. 

Also please bring a dish to share for our brunch. Cold 

drinks and coffee will be provided. Be sure to mark 

this on your calendar so you can be part of the festivities. For more information 

please call Nancy Combs at (239) 233-8630.  

 

 

There Are Angels 

 Among Us! 
Rather than bore you with a half 

page of numbers, we’d like to share 

some financial/stewardship stories 

from the last couple weeks with 

you.  

Chapel started out our fiscal year’s 

budget on July 1st on a pretty much 

stable basis thanks to your pledges 

and identified regular contributions. 

Then, a couple months in, Lloyds of 

London, one of our major insurers 

the last few years, notified us that 

they were no longer going to insure 

our buildings. Forced into the open 

market, we had to get two separate 

policies at a premium cost consider-

ably higher than the Lloyds we had 

budgeted. Sorta hurts a well planned 

budget! But a couple* in our congre-

gation stepped up with a gift of 

$16,000 to make us whole! 

At the same time, with our budget 

reserve fund for a new, badly need-

ed minibus at about 75%, another 

couple* has offered to gift Chapel 

with the balance to purchase a 

brand new 2019 Ford E350 14 pas-

senger StarCraft minibus. It will be 

built for our needs and delivered in 

the December- February timeframe. 

In last Sunday’s offering was an 

anonymous* gift of $1200 with a 

note to use as most needed. Anoth-

er Angel* among us. You may have 

noticed (we have) that there is a 

growing atmosphere of generosity, 

selflessness, sharing, co-operation 

and stewardship among us. *Those 

Angels* among us don’t have wings 

and white robes. They look just like 

you and me, but they are nonethe-

less real Angels* and we are so very 

THANKFUL for them and to them! 

And thank you to Pastor Steve for 

guiding us on this wonderful jour-

ney!! 
 

Finance/ Stewardship Committee 
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Concert at Chapel by the Sea:  

Voices of Naples Concert,  

“Spectacular Sounds  

of the Season”  
Thursday, December 5, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 
Chapel by the Sea is honored to host 

Voices of Naples, under the direction of 

Dr. Douglas Renfroe, as they present an 

evening of Christmas & Holiday favorites. 

Pianist LaVon Mattson and the Suncoast 

Brass Quintet will accompany the talent-

ed vocal ensemble. Voices of Naples pro-

vides an opportunity for singers in and around Naples to study and perform choral music. Members are selected by 

referral and short audition, and study an eclectic repertoire ranging from classical to pop. Voices of Naples is a Florida 

not-for-profit corporation, which provides scholarships to outstanding students in our area. 

GLAD Kids Early Learning Center  
Chapel is again sponsoring a toy drive for GLAD. GLAD Kids 

Early Learning Center provides early education to all children; 

while focusing on raising financial support for children of low-

income working families. This program gives children the 

chance to read, learn and play in a safe environment while their 

families work to make ends meet and put food on the table. 

This year the toys will be part of the Heights Center Christmas 

Outreach Day. The donated gifts will be set up like a store and parents will be invited 

to  choose gifts for their children. The classrooms will have Holiday parties but Santa will not 

be passing out the gifts. There are presently 92 children enrolled at GLAD (Gladiolus Learn-

ing and Development Center) from infants up to four years old with 24 staff. Gift suggestions 

are: Legos, educational toys, dolls, coloring sets, Disney toys, books and board games.  Any donated gifts will be greatly ap-

preciated.  Donations may be brought to the Chapel library and placed on the table just inside the door by December 17. 

 
 

Chapel by the Sea Living Gift Market 2019  
Join us in Silver Hall on Sundays December 1, 8 and 15. Before Worship – Mar-

ket opens at 9:00 a.m. After Worship – Market closes at 12 noon. Give a gift of 

love and hope that keeps on giving and giving. Choose a gift in the name of a 

friend, a family member, or a loved one from one of the selections from the 

Living Gift Market. Medical Benevolence Foundation, Presbyterian Mission Agency, Habitat for Humanity or God’s Table. 

 

 

God’s Table & Community Cooperative Christmas Meal 

The annual God’s Table Christmas meal will be on Friday, December 20 at 12:00 

p.m. at Chapel by the Sea. Also, in support of the holiday food drive for the 

needy, we have placed boxes in the Narthex and Silver Hall for your donations of 

non-perishable food. The following items are needed: canned chicken, canned 

tuna, canned pasta (Ravioli, Beefaroni, etc.), cereal, canned soups, juice boxes, 

and fruit or pudding cups.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child – The Journey Continues 
Your shoebox gifts are a new beginning in the life of the child who receives 

them.  It goes beyond the gifts to influence family members and the community. 

After receiving shoebox gifts, many children are invited back to participate in 

the discipleship program, “The Greatest Journey”.  This 12 lesson course in-

cludes Bible stories from both the Old and New Testaments.  The children are 

also encouraged to memorize Scripture.  They learn how to follow Christ in 

their daily lives as they share their testimonies with their friends and family. 

More than 18.9 million children have enrolled in this program since 2009. 

Students who have completed the program are invited to attend a gradua-

tion ceremony and will receive a certificate and an illustrated Bible writ-

ten in their own language. 

Example:  A small community in Figi had no church, but Pastor Lewaino 

invited the children who had received shoebox gifts to attend 'The Great-

est Journey' discipleship program.  As students gathered for Bible lessons, 

their parents grew curious and also began attending.  Even the local witch 

doctor became a believer and offered his property as a place for the new 

church to meet.  Now 80 people attend that church and 5 more churches 

have been started in neighboring villages. 

The power of a simple gift can change the heart of a child, the behaviors 

within the family, and the cooperative attitudes of the community. 
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Pictures of the Operation 

Christmas Child Packing 

Party on November 11, 

the blessing of the Oper-

ation Christmas Child 

boxes on Sunday, No-

vember 17 and packing 

up the 280 boxes to take 

to the drop-off point. 

Thank you to everyone 

who participated in Op-

eration Christmas Child! 
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December Health &  

Safety Message 

A Letter From Our Parish Nurse 

Greetings, 

I am looking forward to seeing you all during this holiday 

month.  For many people, extra pounds pile on as favorite, one 

time a year holiday foods, are piled on to their plates. Here are a 

few tips to help you to maintain your weight through the holiday 

season.  1) Eat breakfast, 2) Try not to graze at parties – plate it 

and sit down, 3) Eat veggies first to curb your appetite, 4) Be 

mindful of your portion size,  5) Choose proteins and nuts over 

sweets, 6) Skip it, if you take a bite and you don’t love it 7) Wait 

before you take a second helping, 9) Too many holiday beverages 

may sabotage your healthy eating and 10)Try a new recipe to start 

a healthy food tradition. 

Wishing you hope, peace, joy and love and a very Merry Christmas, Ann 

Our Parish Nurse is available 

for health counseling, health 

education and emotional/

spiritual support. Call the 

church office and Ann will re-

turn your call. Office hours for 

the Parish Nurse are Tuesday 

& Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m.   
 

Ann Fossum, RN, BSN, FCN 

(239) 463-3173 ext.13                                                               

(239) 463-0256 fax                                                                    

On-Going  Activities at Chapel by the Sea 

Children’s Church/Nursery — Sundays, 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.  
 

Communion Sunday Lunch — December 1 after the Worship Service.  
 

Solomon’s Porch Adult Book Study & Discussion — Tuesdays 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 

p.m. in the Session Room of Silver Hall. 
 

Cub Scouts —  Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Silver Hall 
 

YOGA — Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. $10.00 a class for Chapel mem-

bers, $12.00 for non-members. Contact Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum, RN  

(239) 463-3173 ext. 13 or ann@chapelbts.org. 
 

Sew N Sews — Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Rm.5, Silver Hall.  
 

Soup Kitchen — Chapel serves at Immokalee Soup Kitchen on December 27.  

Sign-up sheets in Silver Hall. 
 

Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group — 2nd Friday of each month, 

1:00 – 2:30 p.m. in the Library of Silver Hall. Contact: Parish Nurse, Ann Fossum 

(239) 463-3173 ext.13 or ann@chapelbts.org 
 

Healing Service —  After the 10:00 a.m. service the 3rd Sunday of each month. 

Spaghetti Dinners 
The next Spaghetti Dinner at Chapel 

by the Sea will be on January 11, 

2020. Join us for Mama Chapeletti’s 

famous slow-simmered sauce, hand-

rolled meatballs, spicy sausage w/

peppers & onions, salad, garlic 

bread, dessert, cold drinks and cof-

fee. $15 Adults / FREE for Kids 10 

and Under/ $5 Wine Tickets (2 – 

6oz. glasses of red or white)  

December Liturgists  

December  1    Doug Bidgood 

    December  8    Jennifer Pinkard 

    December 15   Tom Swanbeck  

    December 22   Diane Means  

    December 29   Dobbin Greer 

 

AARP Smart Driver Course….January 17, 2020 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Chapel 

by the Sea. Refresh your driving skills with the AARP SMART DRIVER COURSE! You will 

learn: Defensive driving techniques, proven safety strategies, new traffic laws and rules of 

the road. Plus, there are no tests to pass. You simply sign up and learn. Upon completion, 

you could receive a multi-year discount on your car insurance. To register call Chapel by the Sea at (239) 463-3173. $15.00 

for  AARP members and $20.00 for non-members. For more information visit www.aarp.org/drive. 

Balance Class….NEW for 2020!...Weekly exercise class to improve your balance and pre-

vent falls – starting in early January, 10:00 a.m. every Tuesday at Chapel by the Sea.  The class will 

be taught by Ann Fossum, Chapel’s Parish Nurse.  All are welcome to attend, there is no charge. 

Look for more information and details in upcoming bulletins and the January Tidings. 
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Broadway Palm Dinner  Theatre: Grumpy Old Men 
On Wednesday, January 8, Chapel will attend “Grumpy Old Men” at 

Broadway Palm. If you would like to ride the Church Bus to Broadway 

Palm, please meet at Chapel at 4:30 p.m. The cost is $65.00 per person 

(includes meal, gratuity, show, and taxes). Call Anita Turner at (239) 357-

9883. Deadline to order tickets is December 22..   

Sew N Sews 

Suzanne Zimmer just returned from Guatemala with the 

GRACE project. She spoke to the Sew N Sews about the mis-

sion work the group has done. Help Sew N Sews continue their 

efforts to reach out and make a difference through the art of 

sewing. Please consider dropping by any Thursday from 10:00 

a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Bring your own lunch; the group breaks around 

12 noon for nourishment and lots of laughter.  

Craft and Rummage 

Sale 
Chapel’s third annual Craft & 

Rummage Sale was a huge 

achievement thanks to all 

those who volunteered to 

sort the donations and set up 

tables in Silver Hall. We also 

thank the Chapel community 

for all the items donated to 

the church to sell. The 

net proceeds of $973 

went to the Kitchen 

Fund.  

The following individu-

als were instrumental 

in the success of the 

sale: Don and Doretta 

Coon, Lois and Landon 

Doggett, Arlene Fisher, Clif Hart, Tom Means, Emily Porter, Joyce 

Riggleman, Karen Swanbeck, and Kathro and Bob Taylor. 

BOXTOPS for GLAD 
We continue to collect 

BOXTOPS for GLAD kids 

and pull tabs for Ronald 

McDonald House.  Both collection containers 

are just inside the doors to Silver Hall.   

“Food For The Body And Soul” 
If you are visiting a member of friend who is homebound or unable to cook 

for themselves, stop by the church to pick up a homemade meal to deliver 

on your visit. The freezer is filled with single portion soups and small en-

trees. For those who just want a quick meal, you may pick up items for a 

donation of $3.00 each. Currently we have: Stuffed Peppers with Brown 

Rice, Chili with Beans, Chicken Noodle Soup, Chicken & Rice Soup (gluten 

free), Tuscan Soup (made with kale, cannelloni beans & turkey), Roast Pork 

Dinner with Sweet Potatoes (gluten free). Please note, the pork dinner is 

$5.00 per container.) New items will be added to the menu throughout the 

season. A special "thank you" to Arlene and Diane for making the meals for 

the "Food For The Body & Soul"  outreach program. 
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Flowers 

To have flowers displayed at the Sunday  

Worship Service and noted in the weekly bulletin, 

 1   Char Nyeholt 

 1   Holly Tribble 

 2   Wanda Hart 

 5   Nancy Blackman 

 8   Nancy Kehm  

10   Phil Byers  

10 Doris Collins 

11 Mel Sandquist 

12   Jack Burrell 

14   Anthony Monaco 

15   Pastor Steve 

16 Nancy Ziegler 

17  Diane Lannoye 

In Memorium 
Please lift up in prayer Lynda Monaco on the 

passing of her beloved mother, 

 Nancy Kluesener on November 3, 2019. 

December Birthdays 

17   Maxene Zammerilla 

18   John Leys 

18  Karen Swanbeck 

19  Chuck Golden 

20  Gail Anderson 

20   Ron Edman 

20  Kathie Smith 

22   Sharon Kelly 

24   Tom Kelly 

26   Maryann Kunze 

26   Ross Pinkard 

28  Alice Glawe 

28   Ed Strand 

  December  Anniversaries 

        14  Preston & Elaine Brinkman  

           26  Ron & Mary Ann Krupa 

           28  Ed & Shari Rolph  

           30  Albert & Maria Werner 

           31  John & Ruby Updegrove 

Chapel Habitat Builders  
The “Habitat Builders” started their new season 

of volunteering. The team’s expertise includes 

siding (vinyl), painting (interior and exterior), 

demo, cleanup, accessorizing, and any number 

of other skills. No experience or special tools 

are required. “On the job training” provided. We work Thurs-

days, leaving the rear of Chapel parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and re-

turning to the Chapel by 3:30 p.m. Call Tom Means at (586) 

915-0621 for more information. 

The Chapel Habitat Builders finished 

their first siding job of the season! 

Celebrate with Cake  
On the second Sunday of each month Chapel will 

celebrate everyone's birthday in that month.  

Pastor Steve will announce the names during the 

worship service; then we will serve a special 

birthday cake during Fellowship Hour. For a com-

plete list of monthly birthdays, refer to Glad Tid-

ings. If your birthday does not appear on that list, 

notify the office at chapel@chapelbts.org or (239) 

463-3173 so that we may enter your birthday 

date into the data system. 

ECHO...Thank you to everyone who helped to prepare 

and donate desserts and salads for ECHO on November 21.  

mailto:chapel@chapelbts.org


Phone: (239) 463-3173      ·      Email: holly@chapelbts.org  

website: www.Chapelbts.org 
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www.chapelbts.org 
Go online at www.chapelbts.org. to Sunday Bulletins, 

Sermons, Newsletters, the Chapel Calendar, and 

much more! Also check out the Chapel by the Sea 

Facebook page for pictures and upcoming events! 
 

E-Giving 
With E-Giving, you can support the great ministry 

work we are doing together. What is E-Giving?...It’s a 

way for you to give faithfully through our website at 

www.chapelbts.org. 


